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LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY

LOCK HAVEN, PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SPORT & SOCIETY

HPED 323
I. Introductory Information

A.
Department Name:  Health and Physical Education

B.
Department Catalog Number:  HPED323
C.
Course Title:  Sport & Society
D.
Semester Hours of Credit:  3

E.
Clock Hours Per Week:  3

F.
Overlays:  none

G.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  This class is

 restricted to Sport Administration majors or permission of the instructor. Prerequisites:  HPED 106 (Introduction to Sport Administration).

II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog description:  
Examines the role of sport in North American culture and in a global context.  The pervasiveness of sport in all areas of society will be investigated from a sociological perspective. Analysis of issues impacting informal, organized and professional sports will be considered.  Attention will be given to the common characteristics within sport and society, including societal values, social problems, politics, the economy, disabilities, mass media, and race.

B.  Comprehensive description:  The course is aligned with Lock

 Haven University’s conceptual framework.  It is designed to help meet  NASSM/NASPE accreditation standard 5 (Ethics in sport management).

  III. Exposition

A. Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, student will be able to do the following:
1.
Develop an understanding of the application of sociological                   theory to contemporary sport issues.

2.
Determine the impact of forces such as politics, technology,                  philosophy, social values, business, & media on sport. 

3.
Analyze the relationship of sport to gender, race, politics, 

 religion, social class and disabilities.

4.
Debate current issues in sport and challenge currently held

beliefs and stereotypes. 

5.
Analyze the commercialization and socialization aspect of 

 sport focusing.

B.
Activities and Requirements:
Each student will complete:

1.
Interview with sport professions on issues

2.
Group presentation 

3.
Observation paper 

4.
A current event paper
5. Weekly topic quizzes

6.
Written exams and final exam
C. 
Major Units and Time Allotted:

1.
Defining the sociology of sport 


(3 hrs) 

a. what is it, why study it?

b. drugs in sport

c. the drug culture in sport

 

2.
Youth sports 





(4 hrs)

a. parents and coaches out of control?

b. why is PE in decline? 

c. why is PE phased out in schools?

3.
Gender issues 





(4 hrs)

a. do sports cause violent sexual behavior?

b. should women athletes be treated the same as men?

c. Title IX why so much controversy?

d. Sports and Sex

4.
Business and Politics of Sport 


(4 hrs)

a. good or bad?

b. could sports and the media live without each other?

c. does religion fit in sports today?

d. political issues on the sport stage

e. impact of disabilities issues on sport
5.
Race and sport 




(4 hrs)

a. is the playing field level?

b. have conditions improved?

c. NCAA-educator or exploiter?

d. media influence on race in sport

6.
Competition and Socialization in Sport 

(6 hrs)

5. why do we compete? 

b. socialization 

c. sport socialization 

d. three components of sport socialization 

e. great american sport assumption 

f. does sport build character? 

7.
Aggression in Sport and Society 


(8 hrs)

a. aggression 

b. violence 

c. intimidation 

d. sports as a "cure" for aggression in society 

e. human instincts and aggression 

f. four problems w/ this theory

g. frustration and aggression  

h. sport as a cause of aggression 

i. sport's use of aggression as a strategy 

j. does this carry over to rest of life? 

k. how is violence connected to gender? 

l. sport and aggression among spectators 
8.
Sport and Class Relations 



(9 hrs)

a. class relations 

b. class relations and sport participation patterns 

c. gender and class relations 

d. opportunities in sport - myth and reality 

e. opportunities are short-term 

f. post-athletic careers 

g. athletic grants by race and SES 

h. elitist sport - need grants

i.  the class of disable athletics


9.
course evaluation, review and final exam  

(3 hrs)

  D.
Materials and Bibliography
1.
Suggested Textbooks:  

ADVANCE \d4


Coakley, J. (2003). Sport in society: Issues and controversies (8th ed.). 

New York: McGraw-Hill. 

ADVANCE \d4


Eitzen, S. (2001). Sport in contemporary society (6th ed.). New York: Worth. 

ADVANCE \d4


Entine, J. (2000). Taboo: Why black athletes dominate sports and why 

we’re afraid to talk about it. New York: Public Affairs. 

2.
Other Materials

None

3.
Bibliographic Support:
Cahill, Ann J. (1993). Sports. Ch. 6 in Women on the hill: Alumnae reflect on

 twenty years at holy cross, 1972-1992, Worcester, MA: College of the Holy Cross.

Chambliss, Daniel F. (1989). The Mundanity of Excellence: An Ethnographic

 Report on Stratification and Olympic Swimmers. Sociology Theory, Vol. 7, (pp. 70-86). 



Fine, Gary Alan (1987). The Effects of Little League Baseball. Appendix I in 
With the Boys: Little League Baseball and Preadolescent Culture. 
Chicago: University of Chicago.

Ryan, Joan (1995). “Introduction,” Little Girls in Pretty Boxes: The Making 
and Breaking of Elite Gymnasts and Figure Skaters, New York: 
Warner Books.


IV.
Standards:  



Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as:

A.
Attendance and active class participation in group and individual

 class discussions and debate.

B.
Completion and presentation of sport and society topic of a sport

 organization.

C.
A completed interview paper of a high school and college student

 athlete with a comparison of the two.

D.
A completed observation paper of two different type of sporting

 events, dealing with different genders.

E.
Weekly class quizzes on current topic.

F
Written exams and a final exam designed to reflect the student’s understanding of topics discussed in the course.

V.

Rationale and Impact:

A.
This course has been created to meet NASPE accreditation of the

 Sport Administration major.  Sport administration graduates will have knowledge of the diversity of the sport administration field and the overall industry.

B.
The course is specifically designed for Sport Administration majors.

C.
This course will not adversely affect other departments, programs, or

courses and will have a positive impact on the Sport Administration major.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A.
The inclusion and requirement of this core course in the sport

 administration curriculum may require additional staff in the Health and Physical Education Department due to the increased number of required core courses and enrollment in the Sport Administration major. 

B.
The potential new staff member should have a professional and

 academic background in sport administration.

VII.
Date approved by the University president:



_____________________________      _________________


     Presidential Approval


Date

