PROPOSED SYLLABUS

I. Introductory Information


A. Department Name: 


History, Political Science and Economics


B. Department Catalog Number: 

HIST 111


C. Course Title: 



Global History I


D. Semester Hours of Credit: 


3


E. Clock Hours Per Week: 


3 hours


F. Overlays: 




None


G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: 
Restricted to History and Citizenship 







education majors

II. Description of the Course


A. Catalog Description

A global survey of the evolution of societies and civilizations from prehistory to the early modern era.  It covers the history of Europe and the Mediterranean basin, but also Africa, Asia and the Americas.  Recurrent themes are the environment, community, politics, economy, technology, belief systems and culture.  Fulfills general education requirement in world history.


B. Comprehensive Description



The content of this course relates to standards for the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), the Interstate New Teacher Assessment 
and Support Consortium (INTASC), and the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  
The course addresses Unit Standard 
One: Subject Matter: “The teacher understands the 
central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and 
can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for 
students.”

III. Exposition

A. Objectives.  Upon completion of the course students will be able to do the following:

1. Identify key persons, events and concepts in world history, from prehistory to the early modern era.

2. Locate populations, environments and regions under consideration.

3. Outline major historical periods.

4. Recognize key elements in social organization, i.e., kinship and community, politics, economy, technology, culture and belief systems.

5. Consider the forms through which humans have sought to express and interpret their experiences, i.e., art, literature and philosophy.

6. Identify and examine recurrent themes or problems in the human experience, i.e., power, inequality, conflict, environmental change, invention, or globalization.

7. Explore the diversity of historical and cultural experiences.

8. Discover connections or distinctions between the past and the present.

9. Develop critical thinking skills that lead toward systematic analysis of the underlying causes, course and consequences of historical events.


B. Activities and Requirements.  The composition and content of activities will be at the 
discretion of the individual instructor, however, all students should do the following:

1. Complete an assigned reading program that identifies, locates and periodizes key events and themes, describes human social organization, and provides exposure to the diversity of historical experience.

2.  Attend lectures and video presentations that pose questions or interpretations of key events or themes.

3. Participate in class discussions that analyze key themes, make connections and distinctions between the past and present, and develop critical thinking skills.

4. Complete at minimum four substantial written and/or oral exercises that demonstrate understanding of some or all of the course objectives.  These should include at least one examination, and at least two other written exercise. 

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

The development of major units and time devoted to each are at the instructor’s discretion.  It is expected, however, that the course will be global in scope, draw examples from all major world areas, and cover prehistory through the early modern era.  An example might include:

3 hours

Prehistory

3 hours

Agriculture and Cities

6 hours

Early Agricultural Societies and Civilizations

9 hours

The Mediterranean World

3 hours

Islam

9 hours

The Indian Ocean World

9 hours

Europe and the Atlantic World

3 hours

The Americas

Thus, the class will meet 45 hours within the semester.  

D. Materials and Bibliography


1. Suggested Textbooks

Selection of assigned texts is at the instructor’s discretion.  It is expected, however, that supplementary materials, in particular primary evidence, be used.  An example might include:

Howard Spodek.  The World’s History, Vol.1: To 1500.

Merry Wiesner, etal.  Discovering the Global Past: A Look at the Evidence, Vol.1: To 1600.


2. Other Materials


3. Bibliographic Support

Abu-Lughod, Janet.  Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 1250-1350.  (1989)

Barber, Elizabeth Wayland.  Women’s Work, the First 20,000 Years: Women, Cloth and Society 
in Early Times.  (1985)

Basham, A. L.  The Origins and Development of Classical Hinduism.  (1989)

Braudel, Fernand.  The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World.  (1972)

Bulliet, Richard.  The Camel and the Wheel.  (1990)

Chang, Kwang-Chih.  Shang Civilization.  (1980)

Chaudhuri, K. N.  Trade and Civilization in the Indian Ocean.  (1985)

Cohen, M. N.  The Food Crisis in Prehistory.  (1977)

Crawford, Harriet.  Sumer and the Sumerians.  (1991)

Crone, Patricia.  Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam.  (1987)

Crossan, John.  The Historical Jesus.  (1991)

Curtin, Philip.  Cross Cultural Trade in World History.  (1984)

Diakonoff, I. M.  Early Antiquity.  (1991)

Fagan, Brian.  Floods, Famines and Emperors: El Niño and the Fate of Civilizations.  (1999)

Ferguson, John and Kitty Chisholm, eds.  Political and Social Life in the Great Age of Athens.  
(1982)

Finley, Moses.  Slavery in Classical Antiquity.  (1960)

al-Hassan, Ahmad and Donald Hill.  Islamic Technology.  (1986)

Herrin, Judith.  The Formation of Christendom.  (1987)

Hodges, Richard and David Whitehouse.  Mohamed, Charlemagne & the Origins of Europe.  
(1983)

Hodgson, Marshall.  The Venture of Islam, Vol.1: The Classical Age of Islam.  (1977)

Hull, Richard.  African Cities and Towns before the European Conquest.  (1976)

Inalcik, Halil.  An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire.  (1994)

Jones, A. H. M.  Athenian Democracy.  (1977)

Kebric, Robert.  Roman People.  (1993)

Landels, J. G.  Engineering in the Ancient World.  (1981)

Lapidus, Ira.  A History of Islamic Societies.  (1988)

Martines, Lauro.  Power and Imagination: City-States in Renaissance Italy.  (1979)

McGlew, James.  Tyranny and Political Culture in Ancient Greece.  (1993)

Mokhtar, G., ed.  UNESCO General History of Africa, Vol.2: Ancient Civilizations of Africa.  
(1981)

Nagle, D. Brendan.  The Ancient World: A Social and Cultural History.  (1996)

Niane, D. T.  Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali.  (1965)

Nissen, Hans.  The Early History of the Ancient Near East, 9000-2000 BC.  (1988)

Pomeroy, Sarah.  Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and Slaves.  (1975)

Renfrew, Colin.  Archaeology  & Language: The Puzzle of Indo-European Origins.  (1990)

Rossabi, Morris, ed.  China Among Equals: The Middle Kingdom and its Neighbors, 10-14th 
Centuries.  (1983)

Sabloff, Jeremy.  The New Archaeology and the Ancient Maya.  (1990)
Spence, Jonathan.  Death of Woman Wang.  (1978)

Treadgold, Warren.  A History of Byzantine State and Society.  (1997)

Wenke, Robert.  Patterns in Prehistory.  (1990)

Veyne, Paul, ed.  A History of Private Life: From Pagan Rome to Byzantium.  (1987)

Ziegler, Philip.  The Black Death.  (1969)

IV. Standards and Assessment

A. Standards    

Achieved student competence in the course objectives will be assessed through written exercises, exams and verbal participation.  These will be scored as follows:

A = Distinguished

B = Proficient

C = Satisfactory

D = Below Standard

E = Unsatisfactory

B. Assessment



Examinations, exercises, presentations and discussion participation will be used to 
assess the objectives in section III A.

V. Rationale and Impact

A. This proposal was revised to allow more thematic variety in the course, to update the bibliography, and to bring the objectives and activities in line with NCATE and PDE accreditation requirements.

B. The course is designed as more rigorous introduction for history and citizen education majors.  It substitutes for HIST 101 World History I as a general education requirement.

C. This revision places no further demands on existing academic programs or departments.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis: N/A (This is a revision of an already existing course, HIST101 World History 1, developed for history and citizenship education majors.)

VII. Date approved by University president:

____________________________________

___________________

Signature of the President




Date

