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I.  Introductory Information

(A)  Department Name:     History, Political Science, and Economics

(B)  Department Catalog Number:     History 201

(C)  Course Title:     U. S. History I

(D)  Semester Hours of Credit:     3

(E)  Clock Hours Per Week:     3

(F)  Overlays:     none
(G)  Restrictions Upon Student Registration:     none

II.  Description of the Course

A.  Catalog description:

A survey of U. S. history from the period of colonial origins to the end of Reconstruction, encompassing political, economic, military, and social developments during the colonial era, the Revolution, the early national period, the age of Jackson, and the Civil War and Reconstruction.

B.  Comprehensive description:      (optional)

III.  Exposition

A.  Objectives

By the end of the course, students will be able to
1.
provide a balanced and integrated account of the American experience from Colonial settlement to the end of Reconstruction.

2.
explain the importance of crucial turning points in U.S. political, economic, military, and social history

3.
trace the significance of such themes as slavery, republican ideology, the Revolution, nationalism, the market economy, partisan politics, continental expansion, warfare and racism.

4.
use reasoning and evidence to construct an historical argument

5.
read primary and secondary sources critically and understand how they shape our perceptions and interpretations of the past.

B.  Activities and Requirements:

1.
Through readings, films, lectures, and class discussions students will practice the skills of historical description, analysis and interpretation.

2.
Students will be assessed on their learning by writing short papers and through written examinations which could be a combination of short answer and essay questions.

C.  Major Units and Time Allotted:


1.
Introduction (1 hour)


2.
Colonial Settlement (3 hours)


3.
The Evolution of American Slavery (6 hours)


4.
Colonial Society (3 hours)


5.
The Era of the Revolution (4 hours)


6.
Framing the Constitutional System (2 hours)


7.
The Rise of Partisan Politics (2 hours)


8.
Nationalism, Expansion, and the Market Economy (3 hours)


9.
Politics in the Age of Jackson (2 hours)


10.
Antebellum Social Developments (4 hours)


11.
The Politics of Sectionalism (3 hours)


12.
Military Narrative of the Civil War (4 hours)


13.
Social Issues of the Civil War (3 hours)


14.
Emancipation (1 hour)


15.
Reconstruction (4 hours)

D.  Materials and Bibliography

1.  Suggested Textbooks:

· Norton, Mary Beth, David M. Katzman, David W. Blight, Howard P. Chudacoff, Thomas G. Paterson, William M. Tuttle, Jr., Paul D. Escott, eds.  A People and a Nation: A History of the United States, Vol. 1, To 1877, 6th ed.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 2001.

· Hollitz, John, ed.  Thinking Through the Past: A Critical Thinking Approach to U.S. History, Volume I, 2d ed.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001.

· Dudley, William, ed.  Turning Points in World History: American Slavery.  San Diego, California: Greenhaven Press, 2000.

2.  Other Materials:

A wide array of videos support the teaching of this course, many of which are located in Stevenson Library’s videotape collection.

3.  Bibliographic Support:

Axtell, James.  Natives and Newcomers: The Cultural Origins of North America (2001)

Baiyln, Bernard.  The Peopling of British North America (1986)

Berlin, Ira.  Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America (1999)

Bushman, Richard L. The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cities (1998)

Butler, Jon.  Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the American People (1988)

Countryman, Edward.  The American Revolution  (1985)

Elkins, Stanley and Eric McKitrick.  The Age of Federalism: The Early Republic, 1788-1800  (1993)

Fischer, David Hackett.  Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in America (1989)

Foner, Eric.  Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877  (1988)

Greene, Jack P.  Pursuits of Happiness (1988)

Greene, Jack P. and J. R. Pole, eds.  The Blackwell Encyclopedia of the American Revolution  (1991)

Hattaway, Herman and Archer Jones.  How the North Won: A Military History of the Civil War  (1983)

Kamman, Michael.  Empire and Interest: The American Colonies and the Politics of Mercantilism (1970)

Katz, Stanley, John Murrin, and Douglas Greenberg, eds.  Colonial America: Essays in Politics and Social Development (5th ed., 2001).

Kerber, Linda K.  Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary America (1989)

McCoy, Drew.  The Last of the Fathers: James Madison and the Republican Legacy  (1989)

McPherson, James M.  Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era  (1988)

Morgan, Edmund S.  American Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia (1975)

Nash, Gary B.  Red, White, and Black: The Peoples of early America (1982)

Paludan, Phillip Shaw.  “A People’s Contest: The Union and Civil War, 1861-1865  (1988)

Pessen, Edward.  Jacksonian America: Society, Personality, and Politics (1978)

Racove, Jack N.  Original Meaning: Politics and Ideas in the Making of the Constitution  (1996)

Royster, Charles.  A Revolutionary People at War: The Continental Army and American Character, 1775-1783  (1979)

Sellers, Charles G., Jr., The Market Revolution: Jacksonian America, 1815-1840  (1991)

Sheriff, Carol.  The Artificial River: The Erie Canal and the Paradox of Progress, 1817-1862  (1996)

Stephans, Anders.  Manifest Destiny: American Expansionism and the Empire of Right  (1995)

Thomas, Emory M.  The Confederate Nation: 1861-1865  (1979)

Wilentz, Sean.  Chants Democratic: New York City and the Rise of the American Working Class, 1788-1850  (1984)

Wood, Gordon.  The Radicalism of the American Revolution  (1992)

IV.  Standards:  

Students shall be graded on the basis of in-class performance, out of class writing and in-class exams as spelled out in the class outline.  Grading shall be according to University policy.   Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.

V.  Rationale and Impact:  

This is an update of an existing course that is a core requirement of this B.A. history major and the B.S. Secondary Education major/Citizenship.

VI.  Cost and Staff Analysis:  

This is a revision of an existing course.

VII.  Date Approved by University President:

________________________________________

____________________

Signature of the President


Date

