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I.  Introductory Information


(A)	Department of History, Political Science, and Economics 


(B)	Department Catalog Number:  HIST202  


(C)	Course Title:  U.S. History II


(D)	Semester Hours of Credit: 3


(E)	Clock Hours Per Week:  3


(F)	Overlays:  none


(G)	Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  none





II. Description of the Course


A.	Catalog description:  


A survey of U.S. history since 1865, emphasizing shifting political, social and economic developments, particularly the transformation of the U.S. from an agricultural to an industrial nation and the impact on the U.S. of its rise as a world power.


B. Comprehensive description:  (Optional) 





III: Exposition





A.	Objectives


By the end of the course, students will be able to:


1.	provide a balanced and integrated account of the U.S. experience from Reconstruction to the present


2.	explain the importance of crucial turning points in U.S. political, economic, and social history


3.	trace the importance of such themes as economic expansion and contraction, migration and immigration, war, race, and social protest on U.S. society, culture and politics.


4.	use evidence to construct an historical argument


5.	interpret primary sources and their meaning for an understanding of the past.








B.	Activities and Requirements:  


1.     Through readings, films, lectures, and class discussions students will practice the skills of historical description, analysis and interpretation.


  Students will be assessed on their learning by writing short papers and 


        through written examinations which could be a combination of short 


        answer and essay questions.





C.	Major Units and Time Allotted:  


1.	Introduction (1 hour)


2.	Reconstruction  (3 hours)


3.	The West and  Native Americans (3 hours)


4.	Industrialization, The Gilded Age and Populism (3 hours)


5.	Imperialism (3 hours)


6.	Immigrant Lives and The Progressive Era (4 hours)


7.	World War I (2 hours)


8.	The 1920s and 1930s (3 hours)


9.	World War II (2 hours)


10.	The Cold War (4 hours)


11.	Society and Culture in the Post World War II Era (3 hours)


12.	The Civil Rights Movement and Black Power (3 hours)


13.	Vietnam and Watergate (3 hours)


14.	The Rise of the Republican Right (3 hours)


15.	The Middle East and U.S. Foreign Policy (3 hours)


16.	U.S. Politics and Culture in the Clinton-Bush Years (2 hours)





D. Materials and Bibliography


1.	Suggested textbooks  


Norton, Mary Beth et al, A People and A Nation, Volume II, Since 1865. 6th edition.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001.


Wheeler, William and Susan Becker,   Discovering the American Past: A Look at the Evidence, Volume II.  Boston:  Hougton Mifflin, 2001.





2.	Other materials:  


A wide array of videos support the teaching of this course, many of which are located in Stevenson Library’s videotape collection.


	


3.	Bibliographic support:  


Ambrose, Stephen and Alan Brinkley.  Rise to Globalism   8th rev. ed,  (1997).


Ayers, Edward L.  The Promise of the New South   (1992).


Bender, Thomas.  Rethinking American History in a Global Age  (2002).


Berman, William C.  America’s Right Turn:  From Nixon to Bush  (1994).


Blumenthal, Sidney.  The Clinton Wars  (2003).


Boemke, Manfred F. et al, eds.  The Treaty of Versailles (1998).


Cohen, Lizabeth.  A Consumer's Republic:  The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America  (2003).


Chudacoff, Howard P. and Judith E. Smith.  The Evolution of American Urban Society, 5th ed. (1999).


Diner, Stephen.  A Very Different Age:  Americans in the Progressive Era (1998).


Dumenil, Lynn. The Modern Temper:  American Culture and Society in the 1920s  (1995).


Foner, Eric.  Reconstruction:  America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877  (1988).


Gabaccia, Donna R.  From the Other Side: Women, Gender, and Immigrant Life and the United States  (1994).


Gaddis, John Lewis.  Now We Know:  Rethinking Cold War History  (1997).


Henrickson, Margot.  Dr. Strangelove’s America:  Society and Culture in the Atomic Age (1997).


Herring, George C.  America’s Longest War:  The United States and Vietnam, 1950-1975 4th. ed. (2001).


Jacobson, Matthew Frye.  Whiteness of a Different Color:  European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race  (1998).


Katz, Michael B.  The Undeserving Poor: From the War on Poverty to the War on Welfare  (1990).


Kennedy, David.  Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929-1945  (1999).


Kinser, Stephen.  All the Shah’s Men:  An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror  (2003). 


Kolko, Gabriel. Confronting the Third World:  United States Foreign Policy 1945-1980  (1988).


LaFeber, Walter.  The New Empire:  An Interpretation of American Expansionism 1860-1898   (1998).


Marks, Carole.  Farewell, We’re Good and Gone: The Great Black Migration  (1989).


Patterson, James T.  Grand Expectations:  The United States 1945-1974  (1996).


Payne, Charles.  I’ve Got the Light of Freedom:  The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle  (1996).


Perez, Louis, A., Jr.  The War of 1898 (1998).


Phillips, Kevin.  Wealth and Democracy:  A Political History of the American Rich  (2002).  


Power, Samantha.  A Problem From Hell:  America in the Age of Genocide  (2003).


Rosen, Ruth.  The World Split Open:  How the Women’s Movement Changed America (2000).


Weeks, Philip.  Farewell My Nation:  The American Indian and the United States  (1990).


Worster, Donald.  An Unsettled Country:  Changing Landscapes of the American West (1994).








IV. Standards  


Students shall be graded on the basis of in-class performance, out of class writing and in-class exams as spelled out in the class outline.  Grading shall be according to University policy.   Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.





V. Rationale and Impact:  


This is an update of an existing course that is a core requirement of this B.A. history major and the B.S. Secondary Education major/Citizenship.





VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:  


This is a revision of an existing course. 











VII. Date approved by University president:  





__________________________________	 ______________


	Signature of the President		Date





