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HIST 203: Introduction to Public History

I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name: History, Political Science, and Economics

(B) Department Catalog Number: HIST 203

(C) Course Title: Introduction to Public History
(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 3

(E) Clock Hours Per Week: 3

(F) Overlays: none
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration: none

II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog description: 

An introductory survey to the field of public history giving special attention to the history, philosophy, and purposes of applied history.  A key theme is the professional responsibilities of historians in preserving and interpreting the past through historical agencies, archives, museums, and sites of local history. 

B. Comprehensive description:  (Optional) 

III: Exposition

A. Objectives: Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following: 

1. Be acquainted with the broad range of activities comprising the field of public history and to issues of concern to public historians.  

2. Acquire the skills (investigatory, analytical, and expository) essential for the study and practice of history.  

3. Understand the variety of ethical and interpretive challenges facing public historians.

B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Through readings, lectures, class discussions, films, and site visits, students will learn the types, methods, and philosophy of applied history.

2. Students will be assessed on their learning through written papers and examinations that could emphasize short answer and essay questions.

3. Students will also be expected to create projects that demonstrate the application of public history methodologies, including but not limited to oral histories, exhibits, or archival management.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:  

1. The Development and Professionalization of Public History (2 hours)

2. The Ethics of Public History (2 hours)

3. Popular Culture and Public History (3 hours)

4. The Fields of Public History (2 hours)

5. Museums and Material Culture (4 hours)

6. Local Historical Societies (3 hours)

7. Oral and Community History (3 hours)

8. Living History (3 hours)

9. Corporate History and Archives (3 hours)

10. Public Historians in Government Service (2 hours)

11. Archives Management (3 hours)

12. Controversies in Public History (2 hours)

13. Grant Proposal Writing (2 hours)

14. Historic Preservation (3 hours)

15. History and the Media: Films and Television (3 hours)

16. Visits to Archives, Museums, and Historical Societies (6 hours)

D. Materials and Bibliography
1. Suggested textbooks  
Benson, Susan Porter, Stephen Brier, and Roy Rosenzweig, eds., Presenting the Past: Essays on History and the Public (Temple University Press, 1986)

Howe, Barbara, and Emory Kemp, eds., Public History: An Introduction (Krieger Publishing Co., 1986)

Lowenthal, David, The Past is a Foreign Country (Cambridge University Press, 1985)

2. Other materials: none
3. Bibliographic support:  

Alexander, Edward P., Museums in Motion: An Introduction to the History and Functions of Museums (Rowman and Littlefield, 1995)

Anderson, Jay, Time Machines: The World of Living History (AASLH, 1984)

Baum, Willa K., Oral History for the Local Historical Society 3d ed. (Rowman and Littlefield, 1995)

Britton, J. D. and Diane F. Britton, History Outreach: Programs for Museums, Historical Organizations, and Academic History Departments (Krieger Publishing Co., 1994)

Burcaw, George Ellis, Introduction to Museum Work (Altamira Press, 1997)

Colton, Craig E. and Diane Mulville-Friel, Guidelines and Methods for Conducting Property Transfer Site Histories (1990)

Daniels, Maygene F. and Timothy Walch, A Modern Archives Reader: Basic Readings on Archival Theory and Practice (National Archives Trust Fund Board, 1984)

Felt, Thomas Edward, Researching Writing and Publishing Local History (AASLH, 1981)

Frisch, Michael H., A Shared Authority: Essays on the Craft and Meaning of Oral and Public History (State University of New York Press, 1990)

Gardner, James B. and Peter S. LaPaglia, Public History: Essays from the Field, rev. ed. (Krieger Publishing Co., 2004)

Gardner, James B. and George Rollie Adams, Ordinary People and Everyday Life: Perspectives on the New Social History (AASLH, 1983)

Glassberg, David, American Historical Pageantry: The Uses of Tradition in the Early Twentieth Century (University of North Carolina Press, 1990)

Glassie, Henry, Material Culture (Indiana University Press, 1999)

Arnita A. Jones and Philip L. Cantelon, Corporate Archives and History: Making the Past Work (Krieger Publishing Co., 1993)

Kammen, Carol, On Doing Local History: Reflections on What Local Historians Do, Why, and What It Means 2d ed (Rowman and Littlefield, 2003)

Karamanski, Theodore, ed., Ethics and Public History: An Anthology (Krieger Publishing Co., 1990)

Kingery, W. David and Steven D. Lubar, eds., History from Things: Essays on Material Culture (Smithsonian Institution Press, 1995)

Kingery, W. David, ed., Learning from Things: Method and Theory of Material Culture Studies (Smithsonian Institution Press, 1998)

Kyvig, David E. and Myron A. Marty, Nearby History 2d ed. (Rowman and Littlefield, 2000)

Leffler, Phyllis K. and Joseph Brent, Public and Academic History: A Philosophy and Paradigm (Krieger Publishing Co., 1991)

Leon, Warren and Roy Rosenzweig, eds., History Museums in the United States: A Critical Assessment (University of Illinois Press, 1989)

Lipsitz, George, Time Passages: Collective Memory and the American Popular Culture (University of Minnesota Press, 1990)

McDaniel, George W., Hearth and Home: Preserving a People’s Culture (Temple University Press, 1982)

Prown, Jules David and Kenneth Haltman, eds., American Artifacts: Essays in Material Culture (Michigan State University Press, 2000)

Quimby, Ian M. G., Material Culture and the Study of American Life (W. W. Norton, 1977) 

Rosenzweig, Roy and David Thelan, The Presence of the Past: Popular Uses of History in American Life (Columbia University Press, 2000)

Schlereth, Thomas J., ed., Material Culture Studies in America: An Anthology (Altamira Press, 1995)

Thelen, David, ed., Memory and American History (Indiana University Press, 1990)

Trask, David F. and Robert W. Pomeroy, The Craft of Public History : An Annotated Select Bibliography (Greenwood Press, 1983)

Yow, Valerie Raleigh, Recording Oral History: A Practical Guide for Social Scientists (Sage Publications, 1994)

IV. Standards: 

Students shall be graded on the basis of in-class performance, out of class writing and in-class exams as spelled out in the class outline.  Grading shall be according to University policy.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.   

V. Rationale and Impact:

A. This is a new course proposal that will provide awareness of the career choices in public history as well as competency in its basic methods and philosophy.

B. It is designed predominantly for history majors seeking alternative career potentials using their knowledge and skills in history.  It will also provide a basis for students to enter more specialized post-graduate programs in applied historical fields.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis: 

A. The only significant resource requirement will be travel support to make several off-campus visits to local historical societies, archives, and museums.

B. This course is intended to be offered once every two years.

C. No additional faculty will be required nor will existing programs or departments be affected. 

VII. Date approved by University President:  

____________________________________________
________________


Signature of the President
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