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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Department of History, Political Science, Economics, and Geography
HIST 338 The History and Preservation of American Architecture

I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name: History, Political Science, Economics, and Geography
(B) Department Catalog Number:  HIST 338
(C) Course Title:  The History and Preservation of American Architecture

(D) Semester Hours of Credit:  3 
(E) Clock Hours Per Week:  3

(F) Overlays:  none
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  HIST200 or HIST203 or permission of instructor
II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog description:  

A study of American architectural history as material evidence of the country's social, cultural, economic and technological development. Examines the meaning, uses, and changes of selected architectural forms addressing a broad array of structures, monuments, and landscapes. Emphasizes the principles and methods of public history, especially historic preservation. Includes attention to professional careers and ongoing projects in historic preservation.
B. Comprehensive description:  none

III: Exposition

A. Objectives: 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:

1.
identify architectural forms and periods, as well as representative social uses, as measured by means of assessment identified in B.3 below. 
2.
explain the persistence, adaptation, and disappearance of architectural forms over time, as measured by means of assessment identified in B.3 below.
3.
integrate primary and secondary source research into written assignments and presentations, as measured by means of assessment identified in B.3 below.

4.
explain the history, methods, and utility of historical preservation in America today, as measured by means of assessment identified in B.3 below.
B. Activities and Requirements:

1.
In-class activities: Through readings, films, lectures, and class discussions students will practice the skills of historical description, analysis, and interpretation.  

2.
Off-campus visits: Students will visit regional architectural examples that supplement in-class learning.
3.
Assessment: Students will be assessed on their achievement of course objectives through research papers, presentations, discussions, and written examinations.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted: 

1.
Introduction to Vernacular Architecture (1 hour)
2. 
Research methods of Architectural History (2 hours)
3. 
Building Technology, Construction, and Materials (2 hours)

4. 
The Colonial Period (5 hours)
5. 
The Early Republic Period (4 hours)
6. 
The Civil War Era and Public Commemoration (4 hours)
7. 
The Gilded Age (5 hours)
8. 
The Period of the New Deal (3 hours)
9. 
Postwar America (6 hours)
10. Off-campus visits to regional examples of historic architecture (6 hours)
11.
Principles and methods of Historic Preservation (5 hours)
12. Professional careers in Historic Preservation (2 hours)

Total: 45 hours
D. Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested textbooks:  

Thomas Carter and Elizabeth Collins Cromley, Invitation to Vernacular Architecture: A Guide to the Study of Ordinary Buildings and Landscapes (University of Tennessee Press, 2005)

Sally A. McMurry, From Sugar Camps to Star Barns: Rural Life and Landscape in a Western Pennsylvania Community, 1780-1940 (Pennsylvania State University Press, 2001)

2. Other materials: 

The course will also draw upon an assortment of documentaries, websites, guest presentations, and field visits.

3. Bibliographic support:  

Alexander, Christopher, et. al. A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings, Construction. New York: Oxford University Press, 1977. 

Berkelely, E.P. Architecture: A Place for Women. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1989. 

Clark, Clifford Edward. The American Family Home, 1800-1960. Durham, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 1986. 

Cromley, Elisabeth C. "Transforming the Food Axis: Houses, Tools, Modes of Analysis." Material History Review 44 (1996): 8-22. 

Fishman, Robert. Bourgeois Utopias: The Rise and Fall of Suburbia. New York: Basic Books, 1987.

Ford, L. Cities and Buildings: Skyscrapers, Skidrows, and Suburbs. Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994.

Foy, Jessica and Thomas J. Schlereth, eds. American Home Life, 1880-1930: A Social History of Spaces and Services. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1991.

Garnett, Elizabeth Donaghy. At Home: The American Family, 1750-1870. New York: Abrams, 1990.

Gowans, Alan. The Comfortable House: North American Suburban Architecture, 1890-1930. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1986.

Grier, Katherine C. Culture and Comfort: People, Parlors, and Upholstery, 1850-1930. Rochester, N.Y.: Strong Museum, 1988.

Handlin, David. The American Family Home: Architecture and Society, 1815-1915. Boston: Little, Brown, 1979.

Hayden, Dolores. The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1995.

Jenkins, Virginia Scott. The Lawn: A History of an American Obsession. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1994.

Kira, Alexander. The Bathroom. New York: Viking, 1976.

Kostof, Spiro. The City Shaped: Urban Patterns and Meanings through History. Boston: Little, Brown, 1991.

———. The City Assembled: The Elements of Urban Form through History. Boston: Little, Brown, 1992.

Lawrence, R. Housing, Dwellings and Homes: Design Theory, Research and Practice. New York: Wiley, 1987.

Marcus, Clare Cooper. House as a Mirror of Self: Exploring the Deeper Meaning of Home. Berkeley: Conari Press, 1995.

Markus, T.R. Buildings and Power: Freedom and Control in the Origin of Modern Building Types. London and New York: Routledge, 1993.

Martin, Charles E. Hollybush: Folk Building and Social Change in an Appalachian Community. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1984.

McMurry, Sally. Families and Farmhouses in Nineteenth Century America: Vernacular Design and Social Change. New York: Oxford University Press, 1988.

Nylander, Jane C. Our Own Snug Fireside: Images of the New England Home, 1760-1860. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992.

Ogle, Maureen. All the Modern Conveniences: American Household Plumbing, 1840-1890. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996.

Spain, D. Gendered Spaces. Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolia Press, 1992.

Tice, Patricia. "Gardens of Change." In American Home Life, 1880-1930: A Social History of Spaces and Services, edited by Jessica Foy and Thomas J Schlereth, 190-208. Knoxville, Tennessee: University of Tennessee Press, 1992.

Upton, Dell, and J. M. Vlatch, eds. Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular Architecture. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1986.

Upton, Dell. Architecture in the United States, Oxford History of Art. Oxford ; New York: Oxford University Press, 1998.

Upton, Dell, and National Trust for Historic Preservation in the United States. America's Architectural Roots: Ethnic Groups That Built America, Building Watchers Series. Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 

Wright, Gwendolyn. Moralism and the Model Home: Domestic Architecture and Cultural Conflict in Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980.

———. Building the Dream: A Social History of Housing in America. New York: Pantheon, 1981.
IV. Standards

Students shall be graded on the basis of in-class performance, out of class writing and in-class exams as spelled out in the class outline. 

V.
Rationale and Impact:

A.
This course will strengthen the recently developed public history track within the history major (which currently includes HIST203 Public History, HIST314 Oral History, and a required internship). Public history is identified in the 2006-2007 Five Year Program Review as an area of substantial employment demand.

The course will also extend the variety of departmental offerings in U.S. history.

B.
This course is primarily designed for history majors and secondary education social studies majors. Other students may also find it of interest.

C.  This syllabus will affect no other departments or programs.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A.
No new staff is required.  The Stevenson Library may be requested to purchase some additional books. The Department’s spending on student travel is likely to increase.
B.
The course will be offered once every other year. Offerings of HIST302 Civil War and Reconstruction will be reduced from once a year to once every other year to accommodate this course.

VII. Date approved by University president:  

____________________________________________
________________


Signature of the President



Date
PAGE  
6

