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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Department of History, Political Science, Economics and Geography
HIST359 Fascism in Historical Perspective
I.
Introductory Information
A.
Department Name: History, Political Science, Economics and Geography
B.
Department Catalog Number:  HIST 359
C.
Course Title:  Fascism in Historical Perspective
D.
Semester Hours of Credit: 3
E.
Clock Hours Per Week:  3
F.
Overlays:  None
G.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  minimum 45 earned credit hours
II.
Description of the Course
A.
Catalog description: An examination of Fascism--a pan-European political phenomenon that peaked before and during the Second World War. The course addresses the origins of fascism and the conditions leading to fascist regimes in Italy and Germany; explores movements, parties and regimes in and beyond Europe that embraced fascist methods; delineates the economic, social, and cultural aspects of fascist ideology; and examines fascism’s postwar heirs and imitators as well as its influence on political discourse today.

B.
Comprehensive description:  (Optional) 

III. Exposition
A.
Objectives: 
Upon completion of the course students will be able to do the following:

1. 
Identify and describe various aspects of fascism as a supranational phenomenon and as manifest in different national contexts.

2.   Effectively use terminology to describe ideology and politics – including right/left, conservative, revolutionary, and reactionary.
3. 
Situate fascism in a larger historical context.

3. 
Demonstrate understanding of the origins of fascism, especially the importance of the Interwar Period in fomenting fascist regimes.

4. 
Make comparisons between movements, parties, and regimes in Europe and beyond, applying multiple analyses to determine if they merit the designation fascist.

5. 
Make use of reading, research, verbal, and technological skills to develop a deeper understanding of an historical topic.

B.
Activities and Requirements:  
1.  Regularly attend class, and participate in discussions and exercises
2.  Complete reading assignments (in assigned texts and supplemental materials)

3.  Complete in-class essay exams.

4.  Update class journal after reading and after each class session

5.  Complete a two-part group project (PowerPoint presentation and poster)

6.  Lead a group discussion and provide supporting materials

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:  

Fascism, its Origins, in Italy and Germany 



13 hours
Fascist Movements, Proto-Fascist and Para-Fascist Regimes 

11 hours
Fascism in Practice and in Power 




15 hours
The Legacies of Fascism 






  6 hours
Total: 








45 hours

D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1.
Suggested textbooks : 

DeGrand, Alexander. Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany: The ‘Fascist’ Style of Rule. Second Edition. New York and London: Routledge, 2004. 

Haffner, Sebastian.  The Meaning of Hitler.  Trans. Ewald Osers.  Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1983.
Levi, Primo.  Survival in Auschwitz.  New York: Classic House Book, 2008.

2.
Other materials:  

Class Journal.

Reserve:

Griffin, Roger.  Nature of Fascism.  Second Edition.  New York and London: Routledge, 1993. 
Kallis, Aristotle, ed.  Fascism: A Reader.  New York and London: Routledge, 2003.  

Films:

The Conformist (1970)

Mediterraneo (1991)

3.
Bibliographic support:  

Anderson, Benedict.  Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism.  Rev ed.  London and New York: Verso, 2006.

Blackbourn, David.  The Conquest of Nature: Water, Landscape, and the Making of Modern Germany.  New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 2006. 

Blinkhorn, Martin.  Fascism and the Right in Europe 1919-1945. London and New York: Longman, 2000.
Blom, Philipp.  The Vertigo Years: Europe, 1900-1914.  New York: Basic Books, 2008.

Bosworth, R. J. B.  Mussolini’s Italy: Life under the Fascist Dictatorship.  New York and London: Penguin Books, 2006.

De Grand, Alexander.  Italian Fascism: Its Origins and Development.  3e.  Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2000.

De Grazia, Victoria.  How Fascism Ruled Women: Italy, 1922-1945.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1993.

----.  Irresistible Empire: America’s Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe.  Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 2005.

Deakin, F. W.  Brutal Friendship: Mussolini, Hitler and the Fall of Italian Fascism.  New Haven: Phoenix Press, 2000.

Falasca-Zamponi, Simonetta.  Fascist Spectacle: The Aesthetics of Power in Mussolini's Italy.  Studies on the History of Society and Culture.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1997.

Gregor, A. James.  Marxism, Fascism, and Totalitarianism: Chapters in the Intellectual History of Radicalism.  Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2008.

Griffin, Roger.  Modernism and Fascism: The Sense of a Beginning under Mussolini and Hitler. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.

Daniel Guerin, Francis Merrill, and Mason Merrill.  Fascism and Big Business.  New York: Pathfinder Press, 1994.

Dockrill, Michael and John Fisher, eds.  The Paris Peace Conference, 1919: Peace Without Victory? Studies in Military & Strategic History.  Palgrave Macmillan, 2001.

Hametz, Maura Elise.  Making Trieste Italian, 1918-1954. Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series.  London: Royal Historical Society, 2005.

Hastings, Adrian.  The Construction of Nationhood: Ethnicity, Religion and Nationalism.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

Hobsbawm, Eric J. and Terence Ranger, eds.  The Invention of Tradition.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992.

Horn, David G.  Social Bodies: Science, Reproduction, and Italian Modernity. Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History.   Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994.

Ipsen, Carl.  Dictating Demography: The Problem of Population in Fascist Italy Cambridge Studies in Population, Economy and Society in Past Time.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Judt, Tony.  Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945.  New York: Penguin Books, 2005.

Knox.  James MacGregor.  Lebovics, Herman.  True France: The Wars over Cultural Identity, 1900-1945 .(Wilder House Series in Politics, History, and Culture).  Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1994..

Mansbach, S. A.  Modern Art in Eastern Europe: From the Baltic to the Balkans, ca. 1890-1939.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001.

Passmore, Kevin.  Women, Gender and Fascism in Europe, 1919-45. Rutgers University Press, 2003.

Payne, Stanley.  Franco and Hitler: Spain, Germany, and World War II. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2009.

Pollard, Miranda.  Reign of Virtue: Mobilizing Gender in Vichy France. Women in Culture and Society Series.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991.

Rich, Norma.   Hitler's War Aims: Ideology, the Nazi State, and the Course of Expansion.  New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 1992.

Roshwald, Aviel.  Ethnic Nationalism and the Fall of Empires: Central Europe, the Middle East and Russia, 1914-1923.  New York and Routledge, 2001.
Tansman, Alan, Rey Chow, Harry Harootunian, and Kevin M.Doak  The Culture of Japanese Fascism. (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society).  Duke University Press, 2009.

Teich, Mikulàš and Roy Porter, eds.,  Fin de Siecle and its Legacy.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.

Tziovas, Dimitris.  Greece and the Balkans: Identities, Perceptions and Cultural Encounters Since the Enlightenment. Ashgate Publishing, 2003.
IV.
Standards  


Student competence in the course objectives will be assessed through the activities listed in III.B. Grades will be assigned in accordance with University policy.

V.
Rationale and Impact:  

A.  This course covers an important chapter in European history (with global implications).  It provides a comparative framework to examine fascism, employs important and useful political terminology that is applicable beyond the course, and addresses the many legacies of fascism. Fascism, Nazism, world war and related matters remain topics of interest to American students.  The course will use that interest to introduce related historical topics, themes, and perspectives.
B.  This course will fulfill the European history requirement for history majors and secondary education/social studies majors. Interested students from other programs will be welcome to enroll.
C.  This course will not affect other departments or programs.
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis: 

A.  A currently contracted faculty member will teach the course. No additional resources are required.
B.  This course is proposed as a one-time offering.
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