COURSE SYLLABUS (2004)

HIST359: The Ancient Mediterranean

I.
Introductory Information

A.  Department Name:

History, Political Science and

Economics


B.  Department Catalog Number:

HIST359


C.  Course Title:



The Ancient Mediterranean


D.  Semester Hours of Credit:


3


E.  Clock Hours Per Week:


3 hours


F.  Overlays:




None

G.  Restrictions Upon Student Registration:
Minimum of 30 credit hours
II.
Description of the Course

A. Catalog Description

Analyzes the evolution of ancient Mediterranean societies and cultures from the prehistory of the area until the decline of the Roman Empire, the rise of Islam, and the end of the Mediterranean as a cultural unit.  Focuses on major social, political, cultural, and religious institutions and practices of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Palestine, Greece, and Rome. 
III.
Exposition

A. Objectives:  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:

1.  Identify key persons, concepts, and events in the history of the ancient Mediterranean.

2.  Analyze the origins of the major cultural institutions of the area.

3.  Compare and contrast the cultures of the ancient Mediterranean.
4.  Compare and contrast the cultures of the ancient Mediterranean with contemporary non-Mediterranean societies.
5.  Develop methods of evaluating and analyzing primary sources and material objects for the history of the ancient Mediterranean.

6.  Develop critical thinking skills to compare modern images of the ancient Mediterranean as depicted in fiction and film with ancient realities.

.  


B.  Activities and Requirements:

1. Participate in class discussions of reading assignments that address Objectives 1-4, 6.
2. Write at least one short analytical essay on a primary source in ancient Mediterranean history.

3. Complete one substantial paper on a topic relating to the ancient Mediterranean that demonstrates understanding of some or all of the course objectives.
4. Complete at least two written examinations demonstrating understanding of Objectives 1-4.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

4 hours

Prehistory

5 hours

The First Civilizations: Mesopotamia and Egypt

5 hours

Bronze Age Civilizations in the Eastern Mediterranean and Aegean

5 hours

Israel and Judah

6 hours

Greek Civilization:  Hellas and Hellenism

6 hours

Rome: Republic and Empire

6 hours

Christianity and the Late Antique Mediterranean World

4 hours

The Decline of Empire

4 hours

The End of the Mediterranean Unit:  The Rise of Islam

D. Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested Textbook:  Winks, Robin, Parks, Susan.  The Ancient Mediterranean World. (2004)
2. Other Materials:
Websites:
www.etana.org/abzu/  Abzu: a Guide to information related to the study of the Ancient Near East on the Web



www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/asbook.html  Internet Ancient History Sourcebook


www.stoa.org/diotima/  Diotima  (women and gender in antiquity)



www.perseus.tufts.edu  The Perseus Digital Library



http://acad.depauw.edu/romarch/  ROMARCH:  Roman Art and Archaeology

3. Bibliographic Support

Bradley, Keith.  Slavery and Rebellion in the Roman World.  (1989)
Brown, Peter.  The Making of Late Antiquity.  (1978)
Cantor, Norman.  Antiquity: the Civilization of the Ancient World.  (2003)
Crawford, Harriet.  Sumer and the Sumerians. (1991)

Crone, Patricia.  Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam (1987)
Crossan, John.  The Historical Jesus.  (1991)

Diakonoff, I.M.  Early Antiquity.  (1991)

Esposito, John, ed.  Oxford Dictionary of Islam.  (2003)
Ferguson, John and Chisholm, Kitty, eds.  Political and Social Life in the Great Age of 

    Athens.  (1982)
Finkelstein, Israel and Neil Silberman.  The Bible Unearthed.  (2001)

Finley, Moses.  Early Greece: The Bronze and Archaic Ages.  (1970)
Finley, Moses.  Politics in the Ancient World.  (1983)
Fox, Robin Lane.  Pagans and Christians.  (1987)

Grant, Michael.  Jesus:  An Historian’s Review of the Gospels.  (1977)
Green, Peter.  Alexander of Macedon.  (1991)
Kagan, Donald.  Pericles of Athens and the Birth of Democracy.  (1991)
Kebric, Robert.  Roman People.  (1993)

Lewis, Bernard.  Arabs in History.  (1966)
Nissen, Hans.  The Early History of the Ancient Near East, 9000-2000 B.C.  (1998)
Pagels, Elaine.  The Gnostic Gospels.  (1979)
Pomeroy, Sarah.  Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and Slaves.  (1975)

Redford, Donald.  The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt.  (2001-02)
Robinson, James.  The Nag Hammadi Library in English.  (1996)

Silverman, David, ed.  Ancient Egypt.  (1997).
Snell, Daniel.  Life in the Ancient Near East.  (1997)
Spencer, A.J.  Death in Ancient Egypt.  (1988)

Tyldesley, Joyce.  Daughters of Isis:  Women of Ancient Egypt.  (1995).
Wilkinson, L.P.  The Roman Experience.  (1974)
IV.
Standards and Assessment

A. Standards:  All grades will be assigned in accordance with university policy.

B. Assessment:  Examinations, exercises, presentations, and discussion participation will be used to assess the objectives listed in section III A.

V. 
Rationale and Impact


A.  A course in ancient history has not been available to Lock Haven University students in a number of years.  Such a course would provide a more sophisticated understanding of the origins of much of Western political theory, religion, philosophy, and art beyond that supplied by World History I.   In addition, in a time when popular perception of the ancient Mediterranean is formed by inaccurate films and novels, an historical approach is both timely and perhaps necessary to develop critical thinking.

B.  The course is designed for 3rd and 4th-year history majors and secondary education-citizenship education/social studies majors (who are increasingly expected to teach units in ancient history).  It is also appropriate for other majors interested in supplementing English and Philosophy courses dealing with the ancient world.


C.  The course places no further demands on existing academic programs or departments.
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis


A.  The course will have no significant impact on University resources


B.   This is a one-time course.  

VII.
Date approved by University president

______________________________________

____________________

Signature of President





Date
