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I.  Introductory Information

A. Department Name:
Department of History, Political Science, and Economics


B. Catalogue Number: 

HIST 359


C. Course Title:


Medieval Europe


D. Semester Credit Hours:

3


E. Clock Hours per Week:

3

F. Overlays:



None

G. Registration Restrictions:

30+ credit hours

II. Course Description


A survey of the creation and evolution of Europe from the division of Rome by the fifth century to the division of Christianity after the fifteenth. The course will concentrate on the development of European political, social, religious, and intellectual structures, paying special attention to the synthesis of Mediterranean, Germanic, Islamic, and Christian contributions.
III. Exposition


A. Course Objectives:

Upon completion of the course students will be able to do the following:

1.
Identify Europe geographically, culturally, and politically.
2.
Describe the development of European institutions.
3.
Distinguish the various influences on European culture.
4.
Recognize the diversity of medieval societies.
5.
Understand and compare medieval social structures, including communities, economies, technology, and religion.
6.
Understand and synthesize historians’ diverse interpretations.
7.
Interpret and analyze primary data.
8.
Discern and evaluate change and continuity between past and present.


B. Activities and Requirements:

1.
Regularly attend class, and participate in discussion and exercises.
2.
Complete reading assignments.
3.
Complete four short examinations.
4.
Write one term paper.
5.
Write brief reflection papers on selected primary sources.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:



Late Antiquity (9 hours)




Division and transformation of Rome


3 hours



Successor kingdoms




6 hours


Early Middle Ages (12 hours)




Byzantium and Islam




6 hours



Carolingians





3 hours



Invasions and reorganizations



3 hours


Central Middle Ages (12 hours)




Social and economic revolutions


6 hours



Religious reforms




3 hours



Cultural and intellectual revivals


3 hours


Late Middle Ages (12 hours)




Late medieval crises




6 hours



Renewed creativity




3 hours



Ending the medieval, beginning the modern?

3 hours


Total: 45 hours


D. Materials and Bibliography:


1. Suggested Textbooks.
Bennett, Judith and C. Warren Hollister, Medieval Europe: A Short History. (2006)
Aberth, John, ed. The Black Death: A Brief History with Documents. (2005)

Miller, Maureen. Power and the Holy in the Age of the Investiture Conflict: A Brief History with Documents. (2005)



2. Other Materials: None

3. Bibliographic Support.
Late Antiquity:

Brown, Michele and Leslie Webster, eds. The Transformation of the Roman World. (1996)
Brown, Peter. The World of Late Antiquity. (1989)

Fox, Robin Lane. Pagans and Christians. (1986)
Goffart, Walter. Barbarians and Romans. (1980)
Wolfram, Herwig. History of the Goths. (1980)
Wood, Ian. The Merovingian Kingdoms. (1994)

Early Middle Ages:

Barraclough, Geoffrey. The Crucible of Europe. (1976)

Bullough, Donald. Carolingian Renewal: Sources and Heritage. (1991)

Fletcher, Richard. The Barbarian Conversion. (1997)
McCormick, Michael. The Origins of the European Economy. (2001)

Lewis, Bernard. The Arabs in History. (1966)

Treadgold, Warren. A History of the Byzantine State and Society. (1997)
Central Middle Ages:
Abulafia, David. Frederick II: A Medieval Emperor. (1988)

Bartlett, Robert. The Making of Europe. (1993)

Camille, Michael. Gothic Art: Glorious Visions. (1996)
Grant, Edward. The Foundations of Modern Science in the Middle Ages. (1996)

Grundmann, Herbert. Religious Movements in the Middle Ages. (1995)

Hilton, Richard. English and French Towns in Feudal Society. (1992)

Reynolds, Susan. Fiefs and Vassals. (1994)

Lopez, Robert. The Commercial Revolution of the Middle Ages. (1971)
Late Middle Ages:

Beer, Francis. Women and Mystical Experience in the Middle Ages. (1992)

Cohn, Samuel and David Herlihy. The Black Death and the Transformation of the West. (1997)

Duffy, Eamon. The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional Religion in England, 1400-1580. (1992)

Kaeuper, Richard. War, Justice, and Public Order. (1988)

Lynch, Katherine. Individuals, Families, and Communities in Europe, 1200-1800. (2003)

Nicholas, David. Urban Europe, 1100-1700. (2003)

Rubin, Miri. Corpus Christi: The Eucharist in Late Medieval Culture. (1991)

Strayer, Joseph. The Medieval Origins of the State. (1970)

IV. Standards


Student competence in the course objectives will be assessed through the written 
exercises, exams, and verbal participation.  These will be scored in a manner 
consistent with the LHU rubric.
V. Rationale and Impact

A.
This course has not been available for a number of years.  Its availability would fill a very large gap in coverage between existing classes on the ancient and modern periods. NCATE/NCSS recommend strongly knowledge of the European Middle Ages for educators.
B.
The class provides essential material for history and secondary education majors.  In addition, the course supports general education and other interests in foundational European history.
C.
The course strengthens the Department of History, Political Science, and Economics in presenting a more comprehensive and complete curriculum on European and Western history.  At the same time it places no demands on other programs or departments.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

A.
Existing faculty are available to teach this course.  Additional materials or technology are not required.
B.
The History 359 course functions as a one-time offering.

VII. Approval by University President

______________________________
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