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I.
Introductory Information

A. Department: Department of History, Political Science and Economics

B. Department Catalog Number: HIST 480
C. Course Title: Capstone Research Seminar
D. Semester Hours of Credit:
 3
E. Clock Hours Per Week: 3 

F. Overlays: None
G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Minimum 60 hours completed; Completion of HIST200 and one 300-level HIST course
II.
Course Description


A research seminar, with emphasis upon historical sources, interpretation, presentation and scholarly debate.  Thematic focus (i.e., era or theme) to be determined by the instructor, according to the following criteria: 1) global in scope, 2) local history application, 3) subject of historical debate.
III.
Exposition


A. Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Formulate questions about historical persons, events, movements or trends, as measured by contributions to class discussion, literature review, development of research question, and other means determined by instructor (see activities B.1, B.2, and B.5 below)
2. Identify, locate and evaluate historical analyses posed by others, as measured by literature review (B.2 below) and other means determined by instructor
3. Design and implement an historical research project, as measured by performance in component activities in the design and implementation of a research project (B.4 and B.5 below)
4. Identify, locate, evaluate and interpret historical source materials, as measured by literature review, implementation of various stages of research project, field exercises (if assigned), and other means determined by instructor (B.2, B.3, B.4, and B.5 below).
5. Demonstrate historical understanding through both oral and written presentation, as measured by oral contributions during class, literature review, written exposition and summary of research findings, oral presentation of research findings in class and/or in an external venue (B.1, B.2, B.5, and B.6 below), and other means determined by instructor.
B. Activities and Requirements

1. Regularly attend and participate in discussions
2. Conduct periodical literature review(s) on self-selected topic(s)

3. If designated EE, participate in field exercises at an archive, museum, or historic site and/or present findings at a professional meeting.

4. Design a research project

5. Implement all stages of a research project: selection of topic, formation of question, compilation of sources, note-taking, thesis statement, outline of argument, exposition, summary of findings, citation and bibliography.

6. At the discretion of the instructor, share research findings in a department forum, student conference, student publication, or post on a website.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted


Units and time allotted are to be determined at the instructor’s discretion, though the course should meet for 45 hours and include careful attention to a central historical theme or problem and to research methods (evidence, interpretation, and presentation). The following is an example of time allotted:

Reading and discussion of secondary literature related to theme
18 hours

Presentation and discussion of student research proposals

10 hours

Visits to archives, libraries and historical sites


  7 hours

Student presentations of research findings, with emphasis on 

evidence and interpretation




10 hours 
Total:








45 hours


D. Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested texts: monographs and/or articles related to the specific thematic content.  For example, an instructor selecting Work & Leisure as an organizing theme might assign: 
Callinicos, Luli.  Working Life: Factories, Townships, and Popular Culture on the Rand, 1886-
1940.  (Johannesburg, 1987)

Gutman, Herbert C.  Work, Culture & Society in Industrializing America.  (New York, 1966)

Robert Ruck.  Sandlot Seasons: Sport in Black Pittsburgh.  (Champaign Urbana, 1987)
Thompson, E.P.  The making of the English working class.  (New York, 1963)
2. The course will require that students make extensive use of the latest search and bibliographic computer software accessible on the world wide web or through http://www.lhup.edu/library. 

3. Bibliographic support:

Barzun, Jacques and Henry Graff.  The Modern Researcher.  (New York, 1957)

Carr, Edward.  What is History?  (New York, 1962)

Cohen, David William.  The Combing of History.  (Chicago, 1994)

Couvares, Francis, et al.  Interpretation of American History: Patterns and Perspectives.  (New 

York, 2000)

Davidson, James and Mark Lytle.  After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection.  (New York, 
1986)
Davis, Cullom, Kathryn Back and Kay MacLean.  Oral History: From Tape to Type.  (Chicago, 
1977)

Fischer, David.  Historians’ Fallacies: Toward a Logic of Historical Thought.  (New York, 
1970)

Gilderhus, Mark T.  History and Historians: An Historiographical Introduction.  (Upper Saddle

 River, NJ, 2003)
Hellstern, Mark, Gregory Scott and Stephen Garrison.  The History Student Writer’s Manual.  
(Upper Saddle River, NJ, 1998)

Hexter, J. H. Doing History.  (Bloomington, IN, 1971)

Kammen, Michael.  The Past Before Us: Historical Writing in the United States.  (Ithaca, NY, 
1980)

McCall, Daniel.  Africa in Time-Perspective: A discussion of historical reconstruction from 
unwritten sources.  (New York, 1969)

Marius, Richard and Melvin Page.  A Short Guide to Writing About History.  (New York, 2002)

Maxwell, John, Mary Heironimous and Sandra Barney.  An Introduction to the Study of History.  
(Dubuque, IA, 1993)

Tosh, John.  The Pursuit of History.  (London, 1994)

Wheeler, William and Susan Becker.  Discovering the American Past: A Look at the Evidence. 

(Boston, 2002)

Wiesner, Merry, etal.  Discovering the Global Past: A Look at the Evidence.  Vols.1-2.  (Boston, 
1997)

Wilson, Norman J.  History in Crisis?  Recent Directions in Historiography.  (Upper Saddle 
River, NJ, 2004)
Wineburg, Sam.  Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts.  (Philadelphia, 2001)

Yow, Valerie.  Recording Oral History: A Practical Guide for Social Scientists.  (Thousand 

Oaks, CA, 1994)

IV.
Standards


Students will be graded according to University policy on the basis of class participation, integration of materials in written and/or oral form, and quality of writing and analytical skills displayed in written exercises including a major research project.

V. Rationale and Impact


A. This course will challenge majors to integrate skills acquired in HIST 200 Historical Thinking & Writing and practiced in 300-level regional or topical courses, to produce a solid research paper.  It is intended to serve as a capstone seminar, in which undergraduates interact with their instructor and peers in a thematic seminar, and demonstrate competence in historical research, interpretation and presentation.

Implementation of a capstone course in fall 2008 is part of the action plan for student learning assessment identified in the History program review completed in 2007.


B. This course is designed primarily for senior history majors. Together with HIST 200, it will replace HIST 395 Historiography as requirement in the history major. It might also provide secondary education social science or international studies majors with the opportunity to conduct historical research.

C.  This course will affect no other departments or programs.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

 
A. No new staff is required.  The Stevenson Library may be requested to purchase some additional books.


B. The course will be offered as frequently as once per year.

VII. Date approved by University president

____________________________________________
___2/15/08______


Signature of the President



Date

Request of General Education Overlay

External Experience (EE)

	Course #HIST480
	




ONE UNIT
Title:  Capstone Research Seminar   
BY SECTION
	3 sh    


A completed cover sheet and the first page of the course syllabus must accompany a proposal for a course to fulfill a general education overlay requirement. For each criterion list from the course syllabus the objectives and activities that fulfill it.  Provide examples of actions, procedures, or exercises that illustrate how each criterion will be met.  All bullets of the criteria must be met. Please type.  (This does not replace the UCC Proposal Cover Sheet.)

Criteria for External Experience

The purpose is to allow students to apply, exercise, and/or perform, in an educationally meaningful way and in a setting outside the classroom, skills and knowledge gained in the academic environment.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Students apply, exercise or perform, in an educationally meaningful way and in a setting outside the classroom skills and knowledge gained in the academic environment.
	Objectives 4, 5

Activities 3, 6

Students will participate in field exercises at archives, museums, and/or historical sites and may be required to present their findings at professional meetings or in other public venues.


	· All valid External Experiences must have an audience, a set of colleagues, or a group of beneficiaries that extends beyond the university classroom and typically beyond the university community.
	Objectives 4, 5

Activities 3, 6

Activities involve professional colleagues engaged in the preservation and interpretation of historical documents and artifacts. These colleagues and possibly the larger public will be the audience for student work presented at professional meetings or in other venues.


	· A faculty member in a discipline related to the experience must evaluate the EE.  The faculty member must be involved in identifying the activity as an external experience before it begins. EE cannot be identified retroactively.
	Objectives 4, 5

Activities 3, 6

A faculty member in history will teach the course as well as design and evaluate the external experience(s).


	· One unit of EE is equivalent to a minimum of ten percent of the coursework for a three-credit course, or approximately 14 hours.
	Objectives 4, 5

Activities 3, 6

Students will participate in field exercises at archives, museums, and historic sites. Students may present their findings at professional meetings or in another venue open to the public. Students will engage in at least 14 hours in some combination of these activities.



Request of General Education Overlay

Information Literacy (IL)

	Course #HIST480
	Title: Capstone Research Seminar    
	3 sh    


A completed cover sheet and the first page of the course syllabus must accompany a proposal for a course to fulfill a general education overlay requirement. For each criterion list from the course syllabus the objectives and activities that fulfill it.  Provide examples of actions, procedures, or exercises that illustrate how each criterion will be met.  All bullets of the criteria must be met.  Please type.  (This does not replace the UCC Proposal Cover Sheet.)

Criteria for Information Literacy (IL)
The purpose is to help students develop critical thinking skills and technical skills that enable them to access, evaluate, and use information to solve problems, answer questions, and meet informational needs.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Define the information task, recognize when information is needed, understand various types of information, and identify specific information needs.
	Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4

Activities 1, 2, 4, 5
: Students will formulate research questions, identify evidence needed to address their research questions, and locate primary and secondary source material.

	· Develop information-seeking strategies, identify types of sources needed, identify major concepts and key words, develop search strategies for locating specific information.
	Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4

Activities 1, 2, 4, 5
: Students will identify evidence needed to address their research questions and locate primary and secondary source material using multiple search strategies.

	· Develop technical skills needed to search for and access information using traditional and electronic sources to locate and retrieve information, and to organize and store information in correct and searchable formats.
	Objectives 2, 3, 4

Activities 2, 5, 6
: Students will engage in search strategies that rely on print and electronic indexes, citation search, bibliographic essays and literature reviews. Students will develop skill in note-taking and other strategies of information storage and retrieval from primary and secondary documents.

	· Evaluate information using critical thinking skills; determine relevance, authority, completeness, bias, and accuracy of information; distinguish among opinion, reasoned argument, and fact; and understand the concept of intellectual property and copyright.
	Objectives 1, 2, 4, 5

Activities 1, 2, 5, 6
: In implementing the research project, each student will evaluate information in relation to her research question—relevance, authority, bias, etc. Students will cite their sources properly.

	· Synthesize information, integrate new information with previously known information, organize total information into a comprehensive whole.
	Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Activities 2, 4, 5, 6
: In their completed research project, each student will synthesize information and connect it to existing historical knowledge.

	· Communicate information; present information to others in written, oral, or electronic form.
	Objectives 4, 5

Activities 3, 5, 6
: Research projects will be presented in written and oral form and possibly online.


