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I.
INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION

A.
Departments:  English, Journalism and Philosophy; History, Political Science, Economics, and Management


B.
Catalog Number:  HO 1—


C.
Course Title:  Honors Historical and Philosophical Studies II


D.
Credit Hours Per Semester:  3


E.
Clock Hours Per Week:   3


F.
Registration /restrictions:



1.
Registration limited to 20 students



2.
Honors program students



3.
Other students, space permitting, by permission of instructor

4.
To be taken by Honors students in conjunction with Honors Composition and Literature II.

II.
GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION
This Honors course will examine major civilizations of the world beginning with the 17th century, with special attention to philosophical theories and historical developments.
III.
EXPOSITION

A.
Course Objectives

The student will:

1.
Gain understanding of diverse cultures and their expression in representative classical and modern texts.

2.
Develop an understanding of major historical and philosophical issues and developments.

3.
Gain facility in historical and philosophical analysis.

4.
Develop facility in the discussion of issues raised in modern or contemporary texts.

5.
Develop the ability to integrate the perspectives of a variety of disciplines, especially history, philosophy and the study of literature.

6.
Develop a high level of ability in basic writing skills of summary, comparison and contrast, and argument.

7.
Develop, within a seminar format, the skills which contribute to collaborative learning.

8.
Develop an inquiring mind.


B.
Activities and Requirements
1.
Students must come to class prepared not only to participate actively in discussion but also to share responsibility for the direction of discussion.
2.
Students will complete writing assignments of various lengths on a regular basis.  These assignments may include the summary and discussion of assigned readings, analysis, comparison and contrast, argument, and the presentation of library research.

3.
In all writing assignments, as well as in seminar discussions, students will be encouraged to integrate material from other courses, and indeed, from any other sources.

4.
Examinations will be of an essay type.

5.
Frequent participation by guest faculty will provide a variety of disciplinary and individual perspectives.

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted
A survey of world civilizations since 1500 will be used for background and cohesiveness.  The instructor, after consulting with the Honors Director and the instructor of the companion course.  Honors Composition and Literature II will select specific reading assignments from significant texts such as those listed below.

