Course Syllabus

POLI 2xx: Introduction to Political Inquiry and Action
I.
Introductory Information

A.Department Name:
Department of History, Political Science and Economics 

B.
Catalogue Number:
POLI 2--
C.
Course Title:
Introduction to Political Inquiry and Action
D.
Credit
3 s.h. 

E.
Clock Hours Per Week:
3 hours 

F.
Overlay:
None
G.
Restrictions:
POLI 101, 105 or 107
II.
Description of the Course

Prepares students for advanced study in political science by introducing the various modes of political inquiry, competing theories of democracy, and the range of methods and information resources used in the study of politics and public policy.

III.
Exposition
A. Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Explain, illustrate and use various modes of political thinking and inquiry.
2. Explain and evaluate various theories of democracy and criticisms of them.
3. Explain the relationships among various modes of political inquiry.
4. Analyze the normative, conceptual, empirical and strategic dimensions of political issues. 
5. Use a variety of advanced information resources to research political issues and evaluate the case for competing public policies. 
6. Weigh the relative merits of alternative strategies for action.

7. Make a persuasive, informed and rational case for policy proposals and political strategies.

B. Activities and Requirements:  Students will do the following:

1. Study and discuss readings in political philosophy and philosophy of the social sciences.

2. Study and discuss different theoretical and practical approaches to democracy and the role of citizen action in each.

3. Study and discuss research methods in political science.

4. Study and discuss specific political issues in American politics.

5. Design and conduct research related to specific policy issues and competing action proposals.

6. Write research reports linked to action proposals.

7. Discuss student research reports and action proposals.

8. Write examinations.

C. Major Units and Time Allocation

1. Dimensions of Political Thinking
(3 hours) 

2. Theories of Democracy
(9 hours)

3. Politics and Human Affairs
(3 hours)

4. Modes of Political Inquiry
(3 hours)

5. Modes of Citizen Action
(3 hours)

6. Analyzing Political Issues
(6 hours)

7. Information Sources
(3 hours)

8. Policy Analysis
(3 hours)

9. Evaluating Policy Proposals
(6 hours)

10. Political Strategy
(6 hours)
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IV. Standards

Course grade will be based on written work and contribution to discussions.  All grades will be assigned in accordance with university policy.

V. Rationale and Impact:

A.  The course is designed to provide an introduction to the variety of theoretical issues and approaches that inform the discipline of political science and to apply this theorizing to real-world political issues facing citizens today.

B.  This course will replace Political Theory I in the core requirements for the political science major, addressing the concerns that majors need an introduction to political theorizing within the first four semesters. 
C.   The course places no further demands on existing academic programs or departments.
VI. 
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A.  This course will use existing faculty.
B.  The course will be taught at least every other year.  

VII. Date approved by the University President:
_______________________________________________________

___________________

Signature of President






Date
