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I.  Introductory Information


A. Department Name:
 
History, Political Science, Economics, and Geography

B. Catalog Number: 

POLI308

C. Course Title:

African Politics 

D. Semester Credit Hours:
3


E. Clock Hours per Week:
3

F. Overlays:


None

G. Registration Restrictions:
30+ credit hours 
II. Course Description

A survey and analysis of African Politics. Provides a grounded understanding of the various contextual stages (pre-colonial, colonial, post-colonial, and post-post-colonial) that have shaped and continue to influence African politics and policy.
III. Exposition

A.
Course Objectives:
Upon completion of the course students will be able to do the following:
1. Describe the geographic, cultural, and historical diversity of Africa (as evidenced by student performance in Activities B.1, B.3, and B.4 below).
2. Apply an understanding of African diversity to the analysis of political developments (Activities B.1 and B.3).

3. Demonstrate knowledge of pre-colonial African societies and compare and contrast them with colonial and contemporary African societies (Activities B.1, B.3, and B.4).

4. Describe the legacy of the colonial era and evaluate its impact on African culture and development (Activities B.1, B.3, B.4, and B.5).

5. Analyze the post-colonial African states in both their internal and external affairs (Activities B.1, B.3, B.4 and B.5).

B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Regularly attend class, and participate in discussion and exercises.
2. Complete reading assignments.
3. Complete written exams.
4. Complete papers and/or presentations requiring synthesis of course material from one or more topic areas in the course.

5. Complete one or more papers and/or presentations requiring independent research on historical or contemporary developments in African society or politics.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

Pre-colonial Africa 


9 hours

Colonial Africa 


12 hours
Post Colonial Africa


12 hours
Post Cold War Challenges 

12 hours
Total:




45 hours


D. Materials and Bibliography:
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IV. Standards

Student competence in the course objectives will be assessed through the written exercises, exams, and verbal participation and presentations as stated in the course outline.
V. Rationale and Impact

A.
This is a new course that expands the international course offerings in political science as well as the course offerings in international studies--goals articulated in the most recent Five-Year Review of each of these programs. It will add depth to the comparative/international offerings in the political science major. Combined with existing course offerings in other disciplines on African history and culture, it will enable international studies majors who desire it to develop depth in African area studies.

B.
The course will qualify as a 300/400-level comparative politics course in the political science major. It will also qualify as an elective in various tracks of the international studies major.

C.
We anticipate no impact on other departments or programs.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

A.
Currently contracted faculty will teach this course.  Additional materials or technology are not required.

B.
We anticipate the course will be taught once every two years.

VII. Approval by University President

______________________________
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