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I.  Introductory Information


A. Department Name:

History, Political Science, Economics, and Geography

B. Catalogue Number: 
POLI 320

C. Course Title:

Latin American Politics

D. Semester Credit Hours:
3


E. Clock Hours per Week:
3


F. Overlays:


None


G. Registration Restrictions:
30+ credit hours

II. Course Description

Study of selected Latin American political systems in the 20th century, analyzing the impact of cultural and socio-political forces on modernization and political development. Through the study of several cases, students will develop an understanding of the historical roots of issues facing Latin America today.  
III. Exposition

A.
Objectives: Upon completion of the course students will be able to do the following:

1.
Identify and describe the historical context for politics in Latin America (as evidenced by student performance in Activities B.1, B.3, and B.4 below).
2.
Describe and explain the evolution of the major social actors and how they have shaped the political dynamics of the region (Activities B.1, B.3, B.4).

3.
Demonstrate understanding of issues of governance and socio-economic development within the context of contemporary Latin America (Activities B.1, B.3, B.4).

4.
Apply key theoretical concepts such as personalism, clientelism, democratization, and civil society to the politics of contemporary Latin America (Activities B.1, B.3, B.4).
5.
Apply research skills to the collection and analysis of information on contemporary issues in Latin America (Activity B.4).

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
Regularly attend class, and participate in discussion and exercises.
2.
Complete reading assignments.
3.
Complete two examinations.
4.
Research and write a paper on a topic to be chosen in consultation with the instructor.

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:

I. 
The Historical Legacy


 



4  hours 
A. Spain and Colonialism
B.  Social and Economic Transformations after Independence
C.  Post World War II Context: The Development Imperative
II. 
Players and the Rules of the Game
A.
Actors



 



6 hours

Social Classes
Indigenous Peoples

The Military

The Church and churches

Political Parties

Women

B. 
Rules of the Game I: Historical Structures


6  hours

Corporatism

Clientelism

Personalism
Modernization and Dependency

C.
Rules of the Game II: Explaining Political Instability
3 hours
D.
Rules of the Game III: Consolidating New Democracies
6 hours

Authoritarian Governments of the 1960s and 1970s

Democratization and Democratic Consolidation

Challenges to Constitutional Rule
The Debt Crisis

The “Chicago Boys” and Neoliberal Economic Policies

Washington Consensus

The emerging “new left”
III.

Case Studies







20 hours
A.  Argentina

B.  The Andes

C.  Mexico


D.  Cuba

Total: 









45 hours


D. Materials and Bibliography:


1. Suggested Textbooks.
Thomas Skidmore and Peter H. Smith, Modern Latin America. 6th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.
Alma Guillermoprieto, The Heart that Bleeds. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.
Howard Wiarda and Harvey Kline, Introduction to Latin American Politics and Development. 6th ed. Boulder, Colorado: Westview, 2007.


2. Other materials

1.  Films

La Historia Official.  Dir. Luis Puenzo. Argentina, 1985
Missing. Dir. Costa-Gavras.  United States, 1982.
Fresa y Chocolate.  Dir. Tomás Gutiérrez Alea. Cuba 1994.
Hell to Pay.  Dir. Alex Anderson, Anne Cottringer.  UK, 1989.
Cocalero. Dir. Alejandro Landes.  Argentina/Bolivia 2007.
2. Websites

Latin America Information Center (UT-Lanic): www.lanic.utexas.edu
Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA): www.wola.org

North American Conference on Latin America (NACLA): www.nacla.org

Inter-American Dialogue: www.iadialogue.org

World Bank: www.worldbank.org

InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB): www.iadb.org

3.  Newspapers and Magazines
The New York Times

The Miami Herald

The Economist
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IV. Standards

Student competence in the course objectives will be assessed through the written exercises, exams, and verbal participation as stated in the course outline.

V. Rationale and Impact

A.
This is a revised syllabus of a course that was placed in moratorium in 2003.  The course is being revived because the Department now has staff qualified to teach it.  
B.
The course will qualify as a 300/400-level comparative politics course in the political science major. It is also appropriate as an elective in Latin America track of the international studies major.
C.
We anticipate no impact on other departments or programs.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

A.
Currently contracted faculty will teach this course.  Additional materials or technology are not required.
B.
We anticipate the course will be taught once every two years.
VII. Approval by University President
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