The following changes to the Political Science major were approved at the September 14, 2004 meeting of the Department of History, Political Science, and Economics:
1.
Insert the newly approved 200-level course, Introduction to Political Inquiry and Action, in place of POLI 390 (Political Theory I) as one of the four “Required Courses” in the political science core. The new course was expressly designed to be a required course for all majors and to introduce them to the integration of political theory and political practice. It is a more appropriate introduction to political theory for newer majors than is POLI 390. When the department adopted the current core requirement, it intended that having POLI 390 in this role would be temporary, pending the creation of this new course.
2.
Insert POLI 390 as a course in Group D and remove it from the “Required Courses” in the political science core. Group D includes specialized courses in normative theory (rooted in political philosophy), legal reasoning, or empirical theory (“methods”). Placing POLI 390 in this group adds an option for students who wish to use a normative theory course as part of their distribution of specialized courses in the major. 
3.
Add POLI 312, Media and Politics, to Group A. The course treats the interaction of media and politics primarily in the American context, making its placement in Group A consistent with the intent of having each major complete at least one specialized course in an aspect of American politics.
