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I. Introductory Information:
A. Department Name: History, Political Science, Economics and Geography
B. Department Catalog Number: SSED 210
C. Course Title: Secondary Social Studies Methods I
D. Semester Hours of Credit: 3 s.h.
E. Clock Hours Per Week: 3 c. h.
Note: SSED 210 is taught within a block framework along with PSYC 201 (Educational Psychology) and as such is scheduled within a larger block of time. This time block is six hours per day on Tuesdays and Thursdays with students on subdivided schedules that vary depending on the activities scheduled.

F. Overlays: None

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: SSED 210 is open to students majoring in Secondary Education Social Studies with a 3.0 GPA overall, at least 45 completed credits, and a passing score on Praxis I.  Based on PDE requirements, it is also required that students have completed six credits in English and Mathematics (some course prerequisites may be waived by program coordinator). PSYC 103 Adolescent Development and SPED 204 (Cognitive Development of Diverse Learners) are prerequisites.
II. Description of the Course:
A.
Catalog Description: An integrated approach to teacher preparation in social studies in the secondary school setting. Emphasis is on theory, methods, materials, media, and strategies for teaching social studies subjects required for certification in social studies education by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. The course includes field experiences and practice teaching. It is the first course in a two-course sequence.
B.
Comprehensive description: The content of this course integrates an introduction to planning and utilization of available theory, methods, print and technological resources for effective instructional development and delivery. It relates to standards for prospective secondary social studies teachers as described by the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS), The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE: Chapter 354 General Standards and Specific Program Guidelines for State Approval of Professional Education Programs), Interstate New Assessment and Support Consortium Development (INTASC: Model Standards for Beginning Teacher Licensing and Development), International Society for Technology in Education National Educational Technology Standards for Teachers (NETS-T) and the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE: Professional Standards for the Accreditation of Schools, Colleges, and Departments of Education). 
III. Exposition:

A.  Objectives:

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:
1. Describe and use a variety of methods and instructional technologies that are appropriate for teaching social studies subjects, such as questioning, note-taking, discussion, inquiry, cooperative learning, case studies, presentations, independent research, and community service.
2. Construct and develop quality instructional materials and lesson plans that follow prescribed format and approach, including topic, curriculum, standards, measurable objectives, materials, procedure, and evaluation.
3. Identify and use both Pennsylvania and national standards in lesson planning (NCSS and PDE).

4. Identify, collect, analyze and evaluate resources for teaching/learning in the classroom from a variety of sources, including print, audio-visual, and web-based and organize materials into a theme-based resource unit.
5. Based on field experiences, reflect on the actual practice of social studies teaching in the classroom and articulate an expanding philosophy of education based on these experiences and the components of LHUP’s conceptual framework of a reflective practitioner.
6. Practice professional behavior and communication skills with peers, teachers, public school staff and students.
7. Evaluate one’s own strengths as a social studies teacher and model appropriate use of educational technologies and social studies resources.
8. Produce a developmental portfolio of teaching competencies based on INTASC principles, NETS-T performance indicators, and NCSS standards.
B.  Activities and Requirements

1. Assess one’s own strength and weaknesses as a teacher.
2. Evaluate and compare state and national standards.
3. Construct and evaluate lesson plans using social studies methods.
4. Micro-teach, self-evaluate and participate in a post-teaching interview with instructor.
5. Participate in field experiences, including within an urban setting, under the guidance of a cooperating teaching and write a log and reflective paper on the experiences.
6. Identify and evaluate resources for teaching social studies.
7. Construct a developmental portfolio in electronic format.
8. Practice professional behavior, including constructive peer evaluation.
9. Refine and articulate an expanding philosophy of education.
C.  Major Units and Time Allotted
1. Philosophy, nature and history of teaching social studies 

  5 hours
2. NCSS, PDE, NETS-T, and INTASC Standards 


  4 hours
3. Learning theory, objectives, resource units, and lesson planning 
  7 hours
4. Effective teaching, assessment strategies and motivation 

  4 hours
5. Micro-teaching 






  5 hours
6. Social Studies based educational technologies 


  5 hours
7. Field experience 






36 hours
Total








66 hours
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IV.
Standards

Assessment of student competency will be based on effective instructional materials design and production, classroom discussion, analysis, micro-teaching, field experience, and classroom presentations.  Students will be evaluated on both individual and group effort and in conjunction with state and national standards. Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy.

V.
Rationale and Impact:  

A.  This course revision is submitted to reflect changes in the secondary education blocks to accommodate Chapter 49.2 revisions. The revised course, while continuing the fundamental basis of the introduction to the nature and theory of social studies education infuses the application of instructional technology and traditional media to orient students to recent technological innovations in direct relationship to social studies education and to enhance learning.

B.  This course is specifically designed for the secondary education major. 
C. The revision of this course will not affect any other programs or departments and requires no additional faculty. 
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:  
A.  There exists on campus sufficient resources and equipment needed to offer this course.  Sufficient staff is in place to teach the course.  Equipment purchases will continue to be funded through student equipment fees. However, a continued commitment on the part of the university to fund an annual field trip to an urban school setting is critical in that it is impossible to provide such experience locally.
B.  This course is to be offered during the spring academic term as part of Secondary Education Block I. 
