Course Syllabus (2004)

HIST 3--: Colonial Latin American History
I. Introductory Information

A. Department Name:


History, Political Science and


Economics

B. Department Catalogue Number:
HIST 3--

C. Course Title:



Colonial Latin American History

D. Semester Hours of Credit:

3 

E. Clock Hours Per Week:

3 hours
F. Overlays:




None
G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration:
At least 3 semester hours of History
II. Description of the Course
A. Catalog description: Surveys the history of the vast area known as Latin America from Pre-Columbian times to the wars of independence of the early nineteenth century.  Examines the major Pre-Columbian civilizations, the early encounter with Iberians, processes of conquest and transformation that resulted in the creation of unique American societies.  Focuses on the development of the economic, political, social, cultural and religious institutions of this region.
III. Exposition

A. Objectives: Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Identify key persons, groups, events, and concepts relating to the Pre-Columbian and colonial history of Latin America.

2. Locate and label the main geographical and cultural/political divisions of “Latin America” during the colonial era.

3. Compare and contrast the cultures of Pre-Columbian America, especially the Mexica (Aztecs), Mayas and Incas, with the Spanish.

4. Explain and describe the nature of “conquest,” both “spiritual” and secular, in Iberian America.

5. Describe the main features and institutions of Spain’s and Portugal’s colonial societies which developed in Spanish America and Brazil.

6. Compare and contrast the factors which led to the wars of independence in Latin America.

7. Develop skill in analyzing primary and secondary sources.

B. Activities and Requirements
1. Regular attendance and participation in class discussions that address Objectives 1, 3-7.

2. Complete written examinations and a map quiz demonstrating understanding of Objectives 1-7.

3. Write short reflection papers and/or short analytical papers based on primary documents and viewing of audiovisual material (videos and films).

4. Write one substantial paper on a topic related to Pre-Columbian or colonial Latin American history that demonstrates understanding of some or all of the course objectives.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted
9 hours

Pre-Columbian civilizations: Mexica, Mayas, and Incas

3 hours

Early Exploration and Encounter

6 hours

Conquest of Mexico and Peru

3 hours

Early Colonization of Brazil

3 hours

“Spiritual Conquest” of Spanish America
9 hours

Life in the colonies of Spanish America

3 hours

Brazil’s dependence on Slavery and Sugar

3 hours

The Reforms of the Bourbons

3 hours

The Wars of Independence

3 hours

Conclusions

D. Materials and Bibliography
1. Suggested textbooks
Andrien, Kenneth J.  The Human Tradition in Colonial Latin America.  (Scholarly 
Resources Books, 2002)
Boyer, Richard and Geoffrey Spurling.  Colonial Lives: Documents on Latin American 
History, 1550-1850.  (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999)
Burkholder, Mark A. and Lyman L. Johnson.  Colonial Latin America, 5th ed.  Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2003.
Hanke, Lewis and Jane M. Rausch, eds.  People and Issues in Latin American History: 
From Independence to the Present, 2nd ed. Princeton: Markus Wiener Publishers, 
2000.

Keen, Benjamin and Keith Haynes.  A History of Latin America: Ancient America to 
1910, 6th ed.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2000.

Lockhart, James and Stuart B. Schwartz.  Early Latin America: A History of Colonial 
Spanish America and Brazil.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983.
Mills, Kenneth, William B. Taylor and Sandra Lauderdale Graham.  Colonial Latin 
America: A Documentary History.  Scholarly Resources: 2002.
2. Other Materials
None

3. Bibliographic support
Abreu, Capistrano de.  Chapters of Brazil’s Colonial History 1500 – 1800.  New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1997.
Bethell, Leslie ed.  Colonial Spanish America.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1987. 
Boxer, Charles R.  The Golden Age of Brazil 1695 – 1750: Growing Pains of a Colonial 
Society.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1962.
Boyer, Richard.  Lives of the Bigamists: Marriage, Family and Community in Colonial 
Mexico.  Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001.
Díaz del Castillo, Bernal.  The Discovery and Conquest of Mexico.  New York: Noonday 
Press, 1965
Fernández-Armesto, Felipe.  Columbus.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991.
Ganson, Barbara.  The Guaraní Under Spanish Rule in the Río de la Plata.  Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 2003.
Gruzinski, Serge.  The Conquest of Mexico: The Incorporation of Indian Societies into 
the Western World, 16th – 18th Centuries.  Cambridge: Polity Press, 1993.
Hanke, Lewis.  The Spanish Struggle for Justice in the Conquest of America.  Boston: 
Little, Brown and Company, 1965.
Hassig, Ross.  Trade, Tribute, and Transportation: The Sixteenth-Century Political 
Economy of the Valley of Mexico.  Norman and London: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1985.
Hemming, John.  Red Gold: The Conquest of the Brazilian Indians, 1500 – 1760.  
Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1978.
Johnson, Lyman L. and Sonya Libsett-Rivera.  The Faces of Honor: Sex, Shame, and 
Violence in Colonial Latin America.  Albuquerque: University of New Mexico 
Press, 1998.
Lane, Kris E.  Quito 1599: City and Colony in Transition.  Albuquerque: University of 
New Mexico Press, 2002.
Las Casas, Bartolomé de.  A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies.  London, 
Penguin Books, 1992.
Lockhart, James.  Spanish Peru 1532 – 1560: A Colonial Society.  Madison: The 
University of Wisconsin Press, 1968.
                     
The Nahuas After the Conquest: A Social and Cultural History of the 
Indians of Central Mexico, Sixteenth Through Eighteenth Centuries.  Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 1992.
Pagden, Anthony.  European Encounters with the New World: From Renaissance to 
Romanticism.  New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 1993.
Phillips, William D. and Carla Rahn Phillips.  The Worlds of Christopher Columbus.  
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992.
Restall, Matthew.  Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest.  (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2003).
Sauer, Carl Ortwin.  The Early Spanish Main.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of 
California Press, 1966.
Schwartz, Stuart B.  Sugar Plantations in the Formation of Brazilian Society: Bahia, 
1550 – 1835.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985.

            
Slaves, Peasants, and Rebels: Reconsidering Brazilian Slavery.  Urbana 
and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1992.
Simpson, Lesley Byrd.  The Encomienda in New Spain: The Beginnings of Spanish 
Mexico.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1982.
Spalding, Karen.  Huarochirí: An Andean Society Under Inca and Spanish Rule.  
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1984.
Stavig, Ward.  The World of Túpac Amaru: Conflict, Community, and Identity in 
Colonial Peru.  Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999. 
Stern, Steve J.  Peru’s Indian Peoples and the Challenge: Huamanga to 1640.  2nd ed.  
Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1993.
Sweet, David G. and Gary B. Nash.  Struggle and Survival in Colonial America.  
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1981.
Todorov, Tzvetan.  The Conquest of America: The Question of the Other.  New York: 
HarperPerennial, 1984.

IV. Standards and Assessment
A. Standards: All grades will be assigned in accordance with university policy.

B.  Assessment: Examinations, exercises, discussion leading and participation, and written assignments will be used to assess the objectives listed in section III A.
V. Rationale and Impact:
A. This course is the first half of the two part historical survey of the history of Latin America.  The second half, Modern Latin American History, has already been approved and this course completes the two course sequence.  With approval of this course, LHUP will now offer a two course survey of Latin American history which is more comprehensive and more in line with how Latin American history is taught at the college level.  
B. The course is designed for 3rd and 4th year history majors and secondary education-social studies majors who are increasingly exposed to Latino students and parents in educational environments.  It fulfills a non-Western history requirement for those majors.  It is also appropriate for other majors interested in Pre-Columbian societies and early modern cultures.  

C. The course places no further demands on existing academic programs or departments

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. The course will have no significant impact on University resources.

B. It is expected that this course will be offered once every two years on a four course rotation.

VII. Date approved by University president:

________________________________      

______________

Signature of President






Date
