Course Syllabus (2004)

HIST 359: Colonial Mexican History 

I. Introductory Information

A. Department Name:


History, Political Science and


Economics

B. Department Catalogue Number:
HIST 359

C. Course Title:



Colonial Mexican History

D. Semester Hours of Credit:

3 

E. Clock Hours Per Week:

11.25

F. Overlays:




None
G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration:
Minimum of 24 credit hours

II. Description of the Course
A. Catalog description: Analyzes the pre-Columbian and Spanish American societies of Mexico from pre-historical times to the Independence of Mexico.  Focuses on the examination of pre-Columbian cultures, the conquest of Mexico, the importance of mining, the “Spiritual Conquest,” social, political, cultural life of colonial Mexico and the coming of Independence, especially as exemplified by the Zacatecas region.
III. Exposition

A. Objectives: Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Identify key persons, groups, events, and concepts relating to the Pre-Columbian and colonial history of Mexico.

2. Locate and label the main geographical and cultural/political divisions of Mexico during the time period under examination.

3. Compare and contrast the cultures of Pre-Columbian Mexico, especially the Mexica (Aztecs), with the Spanish.
4. Explain and describe the nature of “conquest,” both “spiritual” and secular, in Mexico.

5. Describe the main features and institutions of Spain’s colonial society which developed in Mexico.

6. Discuss the factors which led to the independence of Mexico.

7. Develop an appreciation for the architectural and artistic achievements and legacy of colonial Mexico.
8. Develop skill in analyzing primary and secondary sources and material culture of the colonial period.

B. Activities and Requirements
1. Regular attendance and participation in class discussions that address Objectives 1, 3-8.

2. Complete reading assignments from texts and supplemental readings and demonstrate understanding through quizzes.

3. Complete written examinations and a map quiz demonstrating understanding of Objectives 1-8.

4. Write short reflection papers and/or short analytical papers based on primary documents, the viewing of audiovisual material (videos and films) and/or the visiting of sites in and around Zacatecas, Mexico relevant to the objectives of the course.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted
9 hours

Pre-Columbian societies of Mexico

6 hours

Early Exploration, Encounter, and Conquest

3 hours

“Spiritual Conquest” of Mexico

6 hours

Economic development of New Spain
6 hours

Political development of New Spain
9 hours

Mature colonial life in New Spain
3 hours

The Bourbon Reforms in New Spain
3 hours

Mexico’s War of Independence

D. Materials and Bibliography
1. Suggested textbooks
Knight, Alan.  Mexico: Volume 1, From the Beginning to the Spanish Conquest.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.
Knight, Alan.  Mexico: Volume 2: The Colonial Period.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.
Leon-Portilla, Miguel.  The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico, Expanded and updated edition. Boston: Beacon Press, 1992.
Meyer, Michael C., William L. Sherman and Susan M. Deeds.  The Course of Mexican History, 6th Ed.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999.
Pilcher, Jeffrey M.  The Human Tradition in Mexico.  (Scholarly Resources Book, 2003)
2. Other: None
3. Bibliographic Support
Anna, Timothy E.  The Fall of the Royal Government in Mexico City.  Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1978.

Bakewell, Peter J.  Silver Mining and Society in Colonial Mexico, Zacatecas 1546 – 1700.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.
Bennett, Herman.  Africans in Colonial Mexico: Absolutism, Christianity and Afro-Creole Consciousness, 1570 – 1640.  Indiana University Press, 2003.
Boyer, Richard.  Lives of the Bigamists: Marriage, Family and Community in Colonial Mexico.  Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001.

Carrera, Magali Marie.  Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings.  Austin: University of Texas Press, 2003.
Chevalier, Francois.  Land and Society in Colonial Mexico: The Great Hacienda.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1970.

Clendinnen, Inga.  Aztecs: An Interpretation.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991.
Díaz del Castillo, Bernal.  The Discovery and Conquest of Mexico.  New York: Noonday Press, 1965
Early, James.  Colonial Architecture of Mexico.  Southern Methodist University Press, 2000.
García González, Francisco.  Familia y sociedad en Zacatecas: la vida de un microcosmos minero novohispano, 1750 – 1830.  México: El Colegio de México and Universidad Autónoma de Zacatecas, 2000.

Gruzinski, Serge.  The Conquest of Mexico: The Incorporation of Indian Societies into the Western World, 16th – 18th Centuries.  Cambridge: Polity Press, 1993.
Hassig, Ross.  Trade, Tribute, and Transportation: The Sixteenth-Century Political Economy of the Valley of Mexico.  Norman and London: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985.
Lockhart, James.  Spanish Peru 1532 – 1560: A Colonial Society.  Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1968.
                     The Nahuas After the Conquest: A Social and Cultural History of the Indians of Central Mexico, Sixteenth Through Eighteenth Centuries.  Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1992.
Mullen, Robert James.  Architecture and Its Sculpture in Viceregal Mexico.  Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997.
Pierce, Donna, etal.  Painting a New World: Mexican Art and Life, 1521-1821.  Frederick and Jan Mayer Center of Colonial Art, 2004.

Radding, Cynthia.  Wandering Peoples: Colonialism, Ethnic Spaces, and Ecological Frontiers in Northwestern Mexico, 1700 – 1850.  Durham: Duke University Press, 1997.
Restall, Matthew.  Maya Conquistador.  Boston: Beacon Press, 1998.

Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Simpson, Lesley Byrd.  The Encomienda in New Spain: The Beginnings of Spanish Mexico.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1982.
Stern, Steve J.  The Secret History of Gender: Women, Men, and Power in Late Colonial Mexico.  Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1995.
Taylor, William B.  Magistrates of the Sacred: Priests and Parishioners in Eighteenth-Century Mexico.  Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1996.
Townsend, Richard F.  The Aztecs.  London: Thames and Hudson, 1992.
Weber, David J.  The Spanish Frontier in North America.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992.
IV. Standards and Assessment

A. Standards: All Grades will be assigned in accordance with university policy.

B.  Assessment: Examinations, exercises, discussion leading and participation, and written assignments will be used to assess the objectives listed in section III A.
V. Rationale and Impact:
A. This is a new course never before offered at Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania and is specially designed to be taught as a summer study abroad program course at the Tecnológico de Monterey, Zacatecas Campus in Zacatecas, Mexico.  The subject matter of the course was specifically chosen due to the location of Zacatecas.  As one of the two largest sources of silver throughout the Spanish colonial period, Zacatecas was an important colonial center for the Spanish empire.  Due to the wealth it generated, the center of the city boasts impressive examples of colonial architecture and its museum are filled with both religious and secular art from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century.   The city’s downtown is designated a UNESCO “Cultural Heritage of Humanity” site.  LHUP’s relationship with the TEC of Zacatecas, together with this course, offers students a unique opportunity to appreciate, in a very tangible way, a part of the past which helped pay for the present.
B. The course is designed for any Lock Haven University student who has an interest in colonial history, art and culture.  It will be particularly useful for history majors and secondary education-social studies majors as it fulfills a non-Western history requirement.  

C. The course places no further demands on existing academic programs or departments

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. The course will have no significant impact on University resources.

B. This is a summer session course which may be offered again in the future.

VII. Date approved by University president:

________________________________      

______________

Signature of President
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