LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Mathematics

Syllabus
MATH119
First-year Mathematics Seminar

I.
Introductory Information:

A. Department: Mathematics
B. Departmental Catalogue Number:  MATH119
C.
Course Title: First-year Mathematics Seminar
D.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  1 hour
E.
Clock Hours per Week:  Meets 1hour per week

F.
Overlays:   None

G.
Restrictions upon Student Registration:

Restricted to first-year secondary education mathematics majors or B.A. mathematics majors. 

II.
Description of the Course:

A. Catalog Description 
Designed to embed education program requirements into a required course and to support student achievement of Education Program requirements.  This course will also address topics taught in freshman seminars.

B Comprehensive Description


Instruction and activities in the seminars will assist student understanding and achievement of the requirements of PDE, NCATE, INTASC and individual program SPAs which are not currently addressed in existing courses.  This seminar will address specific topics focusing on the requirements and needs of students at each stage of their course of study.  This seminar will also address topics taught in the generic freshmen seminars.
III.
Exposition:

A.
Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. describe the conceptual framework and explain its role in preparing LHUP students to become teachers.

2. explain the services available such as the library, the math and writing centers and other support groups.

3. explain the opportunities available for service-learning on campus and in the community.

4. describe standards-based education.

5. explain the meaning of the INTASC, NCATE, SPA and PDE standards.

6. evaluate their technology skills.

7. recognize diverse learning needs and environments.

8. identify components of the assessment plan and student responsibilities.

9. identify attributes and ethics of professionalism and demonstrate a professional attitude in various settings  (i.e. dress, formal communication, punctuality, confidentiality, ethical behavior, etc.)

10. describe their four-year plan for graduation.

11. actively participate in campus activities.

12. explain the difference between the expectations of students in the university and the high school.

B. Activities and Requirements: 

Students will visit various sites on campus and listen to presentations from various individuals to become acquainted with support services and facilities.  They will attend lectures on a variety of topics including diversity in the classroom.  They will actively engage in seminars on professional topics, such as the conceptual framework, PA State Standards, and the INTASC standards.  They will attend campus activities, do required readings, and write reflective essays.  Students are required to actively participate in class and begin to complete all assignments related to Stage 1 of the Teacher Education Assessment Plan.  These assignments include an entrance essay, three recommendations, a technology self-assessment, a diversity profile, clearances, and TB test.  


C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

1. Assessment Plan Requirements for Teacher Certification 3 hours
2. Conceptual Framework 1 hour

3. University services and opportunities 3 hours

4. INTASC, PDE, NCATE, and other standards 1 hour

5. Technology  1 hours

6. Diversity  2 hours

7. Professionalism 1 hour

8. Difference between the University and the High-School 1 hour

9. Planning for graduation and the registration process 2 hours

D.Materials and Bibliography

       1. Suggested Textbooks: none required

       2. Other Materials: none required

       3. Bibliographic Support:

Hundreds of Heads (Ed.), How to Survive your Freshman Year, 2004

Holkeboer, R. and Hoeksema, T., The College Success Reader, Houghton Mifflin, 2003.
Morris, P., Nowak, S., Searing, L., Stein, R., Wiltse, E., Freshman Seminar  Reader, Houghton Mufflin, 2002.
Lock Haven University.  Student Handbook.

Lock Haven University.  University Catalog.
Lock Haven University.  Teacher Education Requirements.

Interstate New Teachers Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC) Standards.
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) Standards.

Principles and Standards for School Mathematics (2000), National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. Reston, VA.

Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) Academic Standards for Mathematics.

IV. Standards

Grades will be awarded as pass/fail.  Students will be evaluated on their completion of course requirements.
V. Rationale and Impact
This course is required of all secondary mathematics education majors.  This course provides students with the background knowledge that they will need to be a successful student at Lock Haven University and a successful education major.  This course will introduce Secondary Mathematics majors into the goals and requirements of the major at the freshman level.  Without this course, students do not get such an introduction until the Spring semester of their sophomore year.  This course is also needed to enable students to begin to complete Stage 1 documents required by the Teacher Education Assessment Plan.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

This is a new course.  This course will be taught every fall spring semester.  The only cost of this course will be 1 credit of teaching load for the instructor.
VII. Date Approved by President
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_____________
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