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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania
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Department of Military Science
MILS 450 Topics in Military Science
I. Introductory Information:

(A) Department Name: Military Science
(B) Department Catalog Number: MILS 450
(C) Course Title: Military Science Seminar
(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 3 s.h. 
(E) Clock Hours Per Week: 3 
(F) Overlays:  N/A 
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Open to all students who have completed 60 semester hours.  
II. Description of the Course:

An analysis of topics related to military science within a framework provided by the instructor. Possible topics may include, but are not limited to, contemporary issues in the U.S. military, such as Battle Command, Individual and Collective Training, Leader Development, Military Ethics, Joint Operations, Stability and Support Operations, and Modularity. 
III. Exposition:

A. Objectives:  

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Assess and explain the topic chosen from a military science perspective

2. Critically analyze information obtained from a variety of sources including electronic and print media
3. Summarize research findings into an oral and written presentation relevant to the focus topic
4. Analyze current literature available related to the focus topic

5. Summarize literature reviews and research findings into a written report related to the focus topic

B. Activities and Requirements:  

1. Perform a review of the literature using both paper and electronic media
2. Participate in class discussions 

3. Attend activities and/or field trips related to the topic

4. Write short reports or reflection papers on major sub-topics 
5. Present research findings to the class in both and oral presentation and a final written report
6. Submit/revise written short reports and/or reflection papers that include the correct use of grammar, punctuation, spelling, and sentence structure

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

Specific unit topics are determined by the instructor, based on the topics of the seminar.  As the course is offered, the syllabus for the particular offering will be brought before the department for review. 

(45 hours)
1.   Introduction of the focus topic


 (2 hours)
2.   Review of pertinent literature



(15 hours)
3.   Informational Research and Data Collection

(20 hours)
4.   Presentation of Research Findings


 (8 hours)


D. Materials and Bibliography:

Suggested texts and supporting bibliography will be determined by the instructor depending on the topic of the seminar. Appropriate support media may also be used.

IV. Standards: 

The student will complete the course requirements as specified in III. B. The final grade will be based on class participation, participation in assigned class activities, and completion of assignments. The use of exams as an outcomes measurement may also be utilized.  Final evaluation will be based on criteria established in the course outline. Grades will be assigned in accordance with university policy and procedures. 
V. Rationale and Impact:  

A. 
This course is designed to address the need for a broad-based course offering within the military science department.  The design of the course permits military science faculty with the flexibility to develop seminars that are timely, address current events, and specific to a topic relevant to students taking military science, regardless of their majors. Examples include but are not limited to comparisons of the U.S. Army and her sister services, technology and its impact on defense, leadership and its impact on small units, and transformation of the U.S. military into the 21st century.
B. 
This course is designed to provide the student with opportunities to actively explore and research current topics in the military from a variety of perspectives, using both examination techniques and experiential learning activities. This course offers additional options for students who take military science and may be in non-traditional programs.  Examples of this are students taking a semester overseas or have completed the normal military science courses and desire additional information and training while finishing their degree. 
C. 
The open-ended nature of the course design permits each instructor offering the course to develop seminar topics related to their area of expertise. This will enable development of seminars that are interdisciplinary in nature, serving the curricular needs of students taking military science as they arise and utilizing the current state of military affairs to guide the topics of the class. 

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:  

A. The courseload would be incorporated into existing faculty load. No new staff would be required to teach this course.  
B. This course can be offered in any semester, with approval of the Chair and Dean. 

VII. Date approved by University president:  
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