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I. Introductory Information:
(A) Department Name: Nursing
(B) Department Catalog Number: NURS350
(C) Course Title:
Care of the Critically Ill
(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:
 4 sh
(E)
Clock Hours Per Week: 8 (2 lecture and 6 external experience with preceptor)
(F)
Overlays: None
(G)
Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Enrolled in RN to BSN program or with permission of instructor. PREREQUISITES: NURS3--: Pathophysiology; NURS3--: Health Assessment; HLTH415: Introduction to Pharmacology; CHEM111:  Chemistry of Nutrition or RECR205: Nutrition for Wellness. (All completed with a C or better)
II. Description of the Course:
A. Catalog description:  Provides fundamental information about the nursing care of clients across the life span in critical care settings. Clinical activities will focus on advanced concepts of critical care related to multi-organ/system function and dysfunction.
B. Comprehensive description of the course: The course requires synthesis of core concepts such as pathophysiology, pharmacology, and nutrition. Current treatment modalities, and advanced nursing roles are integrated in discussions of providing care to critically ill clients. Utilizing the nursing process as a framework, the emphasis of learning activities will address clinical judgment in eight major categories including cardiovascular, pulmonary, endocrine, hematology/immunology, neurology, gastrointestinal, renal, and multi-system.
III. Exposition:
A. Objectives:  
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Safely and effectively provide care to patients in a critical care setting.
2. Recognize health alterations and related nursing interventions of major body systems for patients in a critical care setting utilizing evidence-based knowledge from nursing, pathophysiology, and related sciences.
3. Apply principles of nutrition to care of the critically ill.
4. Utilize the nursing process in providing care to the client with complex nursing care needs and specialized equipment.
5. Prioritize and manage nursing interventions in the care of the patient with multiple system failure.
6. Apply basic concepts and procedures of cardiovascular and respiratory management.
7. Apply legal and ethical standards in critical care.
8. Describe the role of the RN in a critical care setting.
B. Activities and Requirements:

1.
Complete reading assignments.
2.
Attend lecture.
3.
Participate in online discussion.
4.
Complete written assignments: Nursing process format, daily clinical logs and weekly self evaluation.


5.
Complete case study.


6.
Attend clinical experience with preceptor.


7.
View audiovisual via eCompanion.
8. Complete exams/quizzes.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted: (60 hours- 2 lecture 
     and 6 external experience hours per week)
1. 
An overview of critical care nursing and safety management

(2 hrs)

a.  
Safety management

b. Legal and ethical issues
c.    Role of RN

2.   
Comfort and nutrition 






(2 hrs)
3.  
Dysrhythmia interpretation 





(4 hrs)

Hemodynamic monitoring 

Ventilatory assistance


Code management

4.
Cardiovascular alteration 





(4 hrs)

5.
Respiratory alteration 






(3 hrs)

6.
Renal alteration 







(3 hrs)

7.
Endocrine alteration 






(3 hrs)

8. 
Nervous alteration 






(2 hrs)

9.
Hematologic and immune alteration 




(2 hrs)

10.
Gastrointestinal alteration 





(2 hrs)

11.
Multisystem alterations 






(3 hrs)
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IV. Standards:
Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, and exams.
V. Rationale and Impact:
A. This course is one of a series of eight courses within the RN to BSN completion program. The course is part of a curriculum plan which incorporates the Essentials of Baccalaureate Nursing Education (AACN, 2008) and is designed to meet accrediting body standards. 

B. This course is designed for, and required of all students enrolled in BSN completion program.
C. The Health Sciences and Chemistry Department will need to offer undergraduate courses in pharmacology and nutrition as pre-requisites to the course.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. Additional faculty will be required.

B. 
This course will be taught during spring semester alternate academic years.
VII. Date approved by University president:
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