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I. Introductory Information:
(A) Department Name: Nursing
(B) Department Catalog Number: NURS490
(C) Course Title: Nursing Research
(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 3
(E) Clock Hours Per Week: 3
(F) Overlays: None
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Enrolled in RN to BSN program or with permission of the instructor. PREREQUISITE: MATH107:Basic Statistics I or equivalent (C or better).
II. Description of the Course:
A. Catalog description: Focuses on the theoretical basis of research methodology with emphasis on analyzing, critiquing, and interpreting nursing research. Development of a research proposal based on an identified nursing problem will be completed.
B.
Comprehensive description: None
III. Exposition:
A. Objectives:  
Upon completion of this course the student will be able to do the following:

1. Utilize nursing research for evidence-based practice. 
2. Apply the steps of the research process to an identified nursing problem.
3. Identify an appropriate research design for a selected nursing problem.
4. Apply the scientific method to the nursing process.
5. Utilize effective critical thinking and written communication skills in the critique and analysis of research and its application to nursing practice.
6. Demonstrate importance of professional, ethical, and cultural considerations of the research process.
B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Attend lectures.
2. Participate in online discussion.
3. Complete reading assignments.
4.  
Complete individual projects.
5.  
Complete quizzes/exams.
6.  
Participate in group activities.
7.  
Perform critical thinking activities.
8.  
Complete working critiques.
9.
Complete a research proposal based on an identified nursing problem.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted: 


(45 hours)

1. The role of research in nursing 



(4 hours)

2. Understanding evidence based practice 


(5 hours)

3. Hypothesis and research questions 



(5 hours)

4. Research design including professional, ethical, and 
(8 hours)

cultural considerations of the research process 





5. Principles of measurement 




(8 hours)

6. Data collection methods 




(5 hours)

7. Interpreting and reporting findings 



(5 hours)

8. Utilizing research in nursing practice 


(5 hours)
D. Materials and Bibliography:
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IV. Standards:
Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, and exams.
V. Rationale and Impact:
A. This course is one of a series of eight courses within the RN to BSN completion program. The course is part of a curriculum plan which incorporates the Essentials of Baccalaureate Nursing Education (AACN, 2008) and is designed to meet accrediting body standards.
B. This course is designed for, and required of all students enrolled in BSN completion program. 
C. The math department will need to offer an undergraduate statistics course as a prerequisite to this course.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. Additional faculty will be required.

B. This course will be taught during spring semester alternate academic years.
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