Dance Integration for Elementary Education

Spring 2003

I. Introductory Information:
A.
Department:
Music and Theatre
B.
Department Catalog Number:
DANC300
C.
Course Title:
Dance Integration for Elementary Education

D.
Credits in Semester Hours:
3

E.
Contact Hours per Week:
3

F.
Overlays: None
G.
Restrictions upon Enrollment:
None
II. Course Description:
Gives an awareness and understanding of how to teach elementary

curricular concepts through dance.   Students use traditional educational

theories as a base for developing lesson plans through interactive teaching

methods utilizing the performing arts. 

III. Exposition:
A. Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Understand and explore the nature of dance as a creative experience, 

aesthetic experience, and movement experience.

2. Demonstrate an awareness of dance and its significance in education and 

society.

3. Demonstrate understanding of the basic processes involved in learning

movement and become aware of their significance in the development of

individuals.

4. Understand how to teach dance and develop an integrated curriculum 

format for elementary students.

5.
Utilize educational theories and theories on multiple intelligences. 

6. Evaluate selected sources, which provide theoretical perspectives for dance in education.

7. Synthesize and clarify one’s personal perspective on dance in education based on sources examined and individual experience.

8. Establish appropriate environment and inspire students to become 

involved in the creative process in class instruction.

9. Demonstrate an understanding of motion in its time/space energy analysis, 

as the vocabulary for communicating in dance.

10. Perceive and facilitate creative problem solving within the dance experience.

11. Design and facilitate experiences that help students develop critical thinking skills in observation, analysis, discernment, and synthesis. 

12. Integrate dance as a performing art with other related arts and 

humanities and make connections to the total educational process and

expected curricular goals of an elementary classroom.

13. Become aware of diverse individual responses to dance, in oneself and 

others of various age groups, including multicultural and special

populations; to recognize dance as a basic human expression.

14. Survey literature on arts integration and dance/movement in education.

B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Students will attend class and participate in all small and large group class activities and projects, including discussions, improvisations, listening, dancing, and creating.

2. Students will review educational theories and be able to apply selected concepts in developing integrated lesson plans.

3. Students will collaborate with elementary classroom teachers and observe and participate in teaching of integrated movement classes in the schools.  

4. Students will draft detailed lesson plans targeting links between State Curricular Guidelines, National Standards for Dance Education, and educational theories such as the Gardner’s multiple intelligences.

5. Students will complete individual portfolios containing journals with notes from assigned readings, class lectures, activities, and peer observations.  Students will also include two reflective papers on educational beliefs, philosophies, and methodologies.  

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:
1. The Nature and Significance of Dance in Education

(2 weeks)

a. History of dance education movement

b. Use of dance content and methods in the classroom

c.
Arts Integration – Educational trends 

2. Examination of developmental stages and their implications  (2 weeks)

for dance in education.

3. Examination of National Standards for Dance Education 
(3 weeks)

and how they relate to established Elementary Curriculum.




a.
Integration with related Art Forms

b.
Integration with Academic areas

c. Standards and Assessments

4.  Teaching Techniques, Strategies, and Styles


(4 weeks)

a. Preparation for the lesson

b. Approaches to lessons that reach all learners

c. Classroom climate for creative responses

d. Assessments strategies and evaluation techniques


      5.  Development of Lesson Plans based on sequential 

(2 weeks)

learning experiences which support an elementary 

school curriculum.






6. Field Work – Teaching in Elementary Classroom – 

(2 weeks)

Movement integration with established curriculum 
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2. Bibliography:
Barlin, Anne.  Teaching Your Wings to Fly:  The Nonspecialists Guide to 

Movement Activities for Young Children.

Benzwie, Teresa.  A Moving Experience:  Dance for Lovers of Young 

Children.  (Zephyr Press) 1987.

Benzwie, Teresa.  More Moving Experiences:  Connecting Arts, Feelings, and

 Imagination. ( Zephyr Press)  1996.

Bonbright, J. National Support for Arts Education:  Linking Dance and Arts 

Education Reform. Journal of Dance Education 1 (1), 7-13. 2001.

Boorman, Joyce.  Creative Dance in the First Three Grades.  (Ontario, 

Canada:  Longman Canada Limited) 1969.

Boorman, Joyce.  Creative Dance in Grades Four to Six.  (Ontario, 

Canada:  Longman Canada Limited) 1971.

Dimondstein, Geraldine.  Children Dance in the Classroom.  (New York: 

 
Macmillan Publishing Co.) 1971.

Ellfeldt, Lois.  Dance from Magic to Art.  (Dubuque, Iowa:  Wm C. Brown) 

1976.

Gilbert, Anne Green.   Creative Dance for All Ages.  (Reston, VA:  

AAHPERD) 1992.

Hanna, Judith L.  Partnering Dance and Education:  Intelligent moves for


Changing Times.  (Champaign, IL:  Human Kinetics)  1999.

Hawkins, Alma.  Creating Through Dance. (Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice

Hall) 1964.

Hendricks, Gay and Kathlyn.  The Moving Center:  Exploring Movement 

Activities for the Classroom. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:  Prentice Hall) 1983.


      Joyce, Mary.  First Steps in Teaching Creative Dance.  (Mountainview, CA:  

Mayfield) 1994.

Kuni, Nasani.  Dance Curriculum for Creative Education.  (South Pasadena, 

CA:  Jack Peterson) 1990.

Murray, Ruth L.  Dance in Elementary Education. 3rd Edition (New York: 

Harper & Row) 1983.

National standards for dance education:  What every young American should

 
know and be able to do in dance.  (1994).  Reston, VA:  Music Educators

 
National Conference, preface and 19-31. [http://artsedge.kennedy

-center.org/professional_resources/standards/natstandards].


      Rowan, Betty (1994).  Dance and Grow:  Developmental Dance Activities for 

Three Through Eight Year Olds.  (Pennington, N.J.:  Dance Horizons,

Princeton Book Company) 1994.


      Stinson, S.W. Piaget for Dance Educators:  A Theoretical Study.  (Dance 

Research Journal, 17, 9-16) Spring/Summer 1985.
     Vandarakis-Fenning, C.  Teaching Creative Dance:  An Afrocentric

Perspective.  JOPERD, 65 (5) 44-47.

IV. Standards:
The final course grade will be a compilation of grades derived from the following criteria:

1. Active participation in all class activities and discussion 

2. Development of portfolios inclusive of journal 

entries, projects and reflective papers.

3. Examination scores

4. Completion of all required assignments including teaching assignments in elementary schools.

Grades will be in accordance with University Policy.

V. Rationale and Impact:
A goal of this course is to support professional development of caring, collaborative educators who will nurture the active engagement of all students, value individual and cultural diversity, and recognize the importance of reflection and integration of educational theory and practice.  This course allows students the opportunity to think critically about the theory and practice of teaching and directly prepares Education majors for entering the job market with advanced skills in the current trend of arts integration. 

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:
This course will incur no additional cost to the University.

This course will be offered every Spring Semester.
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