THEA 2XX
Survey of Dramatic Literature: 

I. Introductory Information

A. Department Name: Theatre Department

B. Departmental Catalog Number: THEAXXX

C. Course Title: Survey of Dramatic Literature
D. Semester Hours: 3 s.h.

E. Clock Hours Per Week: 3 hrs.

F. Overlays: none
G. Restrictions: none

II. Description of the Course
A. Catalog Description:  investigates and questions, through the analysis of dramatic texts, the relationship of history and representation to identity and culture.
B. Comprehensive Description: This course is designed to enhance your understanding and further your questioning of theatre, plays and performance and the ways in which they contribute to the established and yet evolving identity of the thing some call “Culture.”  This class will involve the discussion of specific dramatic texts, dramatic structure, theatrical production, and the audience reception of the performance event.  The primary tool this course will utilize, however, is the dramatic text.  This class will read a selection of representative plays from a cross section of historical periods and geographical regions.  These plays will address a variety of topics including, but not limited to: images of women, images of family and home, questions of power and authority, issues relating to class, economy and violence, and race and sexual orientation.  Discussion of these various topics will draw primarily from the plays we read and see for class and from the “performative texts” of the bodies we encounter and engage in and through this thing called “THEATRE.”

III. Exposition

A. Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Demonstrate a general knowledge of a cross-section of the canonical plays that have helped to define both our culture and our academic landscape.
2. Demonstrate a working knowledge of classic texts and foundational classical thought.
3. Read various texts with a critical and argumentative lens.

4. Analyze various performance mediums with a critical and argumentative lens.

5. Research and realize the kind of writing expected of them should they seek graduate degrees or should they seek to publish.
B. Activities and Requirements

1. Students will be expected to read the required assignments in a timely manner.
2. Students will be required to take analytical assessments during the term to gauge their critical evaluation of the texts covered in a specific section.

3. Students will be required to address frequent quizzes designed to maintain a standard of timely reading.
4. Each student will be required to write a final term paper (MLA style).
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

1. Images of family and home

6 hrs
2. Images of Women



6 hrs
3. Power and Authority


6 hrs
4. Class, Economy and Violence

6 hrs
5. Identity and Race



6 hrs
6. Identity and Sexual Orientation
6 hrs
7. Cosmic Questions



6 hrs
8. Ethical Conundrums



3 hrs
D. Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested Textbooks:
a. Worthen, W.B. ed., The Harcourt Brace Anthology of Drama. Berkley: University of California Press, 2002.
b. Allison, Alexander and Carr, Arthur eds., Masterpieces of the Drama. New York: Macmillian Publishing Co., 2000.
c. Clark, Barret H. ed., World Drama. New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1993.
2. Other Materials: none

3. Bibliographic Support: the entire canon of published dramatic literature.
IV. Standards:

The general criteria for evaluating and grading student achievement in this course will address three specific areas: evaluative testing, to maintain a structure of timely reading and comprehension; written papers, to develop and refine critical argumentation and observation; participation in class discussions, to maintain a direct and immediate connection with the students and their perspective of the material.
V. Rationale and Impact:

A. Dramatic literature serves to both mark moments of cultural specificity and to reflect the dynamics of current and/or classical thought.  As such, they become an important artifact in most academic investigations.  For disciplines such as Philosophy, English, Theatre, Mass Communication and Art History, an investigation of dramatic texts is an invaluable student exercise.
B. This course is designed to address all students interested in exploring the dynamics of dramatic literature and the ways in which it, as an historical artifact, significantly influences their lives.  More specifically, this course will give theatre majors and/or minors an introduction to a broad spectrum of plays and playwrights of which they should have a working knowledge as they enter the professional arena.
C. This syllabus should affect the campus as a whole; questions of history and identity are certainly well placed in most academic disciplines.  More specifically, this syllabus should enhance the academic profile of the theatre department.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. This syllabus should not stress or negatively affect any of the University’s general policies regarding the use of supplies or equipment.  At to staff: this course should be able to be staffed by anyone in the theatre department holding a PhD in Theatre History and Criticism or Performance Studies.
B. This course should be taught once a year.
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