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I. 
Introductory Information


(A) 
Department Name: Department of Performing Arts

(B) 
Department Catalog Number: MUSI 106

(C) 
Course Title: Voice Methods and Foreign Diction


(D) 
Semester Hours of Credit: 1



(E) 
Clock Hours Per Week: 2

(F) 
Overlays: None

(G) 
Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Music majors or minors or permission of the instructor.

II.
Description of the Course

A. Catalog description:
An introduction to the methodology of teaching individuals the art of singing.  Students are introduced to various methods of developing solo performers with specific emphasis on foreign diction.  In addition to English, specific languages include Latin, Italian, German, French, and Spanish.  Field experiences are an integral part of this course. 

B. Comprehensive description: 
This course provides instruction in the principles of singing including posture, breathing, phonation, vowel production, articulation, diction and musical interpretation.  Specific attention is paid to the similarities and differences among the earlier listed languages. 

III:
Exposition

A. 
Objectives: Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:

1.  Successfully perform as a soloist and as a member of a small ensemble through the medium of vocal music.  Fulfills PDE Standard IG and IH.
2.  Articulate proper vocal technique through rehearsals and informal, in-class  
 performance.  Fulfills PDE Standard IG and IH.
3.  Explain proper rehearsal and performance technique and stage etiquette.  Fulfills PDE Standard IG and IH.
4.  Explain artistically and stylistically accurate performance of selected vocal music literature.  Fulfills PDE Standard IB and IC.
5.  Articulate an understanding of proper vocal production and the steps necessary in
     order to maintain good vocal health.  Fulfills PDE Standard IC.
6.   Recognize, diagnose, and correct a variety of common vocal faults.
7.   Instruct singers in the proper diction of the earlier mentioned languages.
8.  Observe professionals adapting their instructions to meet the proficiencies of all students regardless of need.  (Field Experience 1)  Fulfills PDE General Standard V – Field Experiences.

9.  Demonstrate knowledge of characteristics of the community and its schools in which the field experiences will take place with respect to religion, ethnicity and culture, socio-economic environment.


B. 
Activities and Requirements: As a part of this course, students will do 

the following:



1.
Complete all assigned readings from required sources


2.
Participate in all classroom discussions and activates.

3.
Satisfactorily complete all quizzes, activities and examinations.

4.  Articulate aurally (existing in spoken form as distinct from written form) and in writing observations made of classroom professionals adapting their instructions to meet the proficiencies of all students regardless of need including classrooms with a diverse student population and student needs.


5.  Write in a “Reflective Journal” personal observations made in visiting classrooms wherein professionals adapt their instructions to meet the proficiencies of all students regardless of need including classrooms with a diverse student population and student needs.


6.  Write in a “Learning Log” strategies employed by professionals adapting their instructions to meet the proficiencies of all students regardless of need including classrooms with a diverse student population and student needs.


7.  Demonstrate integration of academic and professional education content with actual practice in classrooms – including classrooms with diverse student populations and student needs as an extension of observations made through “Reflective Journals” and “Learning Logs.” 
8.  Successfully pass a written and/or aural test with a score of 80% or better demonstrating knowledge of characteristics of the community and its schools in which the field experiences will take place with respect to religion, ethnicity and culture, socio-economic environment.


C. 
Major Units and Time Allotted




hours


1.
Overview of basic vocal production



 
    2 

2. 
Diagnosis and corrections of common vocal faults 


    4 
3.
Rehearsal technique 






    2 
 
4.
Performance and stage etiquette 





    1
 
5.
English diction 





 

    3 
6.
Latin diction 






 
    3 
7.
Italian diction 






 
    3 

8.
German diction 





 

    3 


9.
French diction 






 
    3


10.
 Spanish diction 







    3 
11.
 Vocal style and artistic technique 




    3  










  Total Hours:  30
D.
Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested textbooks:

McKinney, J. The Diagnosis and Correction of Vocal Faults. Nashville, TN: Genovox Music Group, 1994.
Caldwell, J. Expressive Singing: Dalcroze Eurhythmics for Voice. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1995.

2. Other Materials:  National Arts Standards on reserve
  
3.
Bibliographic support:
Alderson, R. Complete Handbook of Voice Training. West Nyack, NY: Parker Publishing, 1979.

Christy, V. and Paton, G. Foundations in Singing. 7th ed., NY:  McGraw-Hill Publishers, 2002.

Ehmann. W. and Haaseman, F. Voice building for Choirs. Chapel Hill, NC: Hinshaw  Music, Inc., 1981.

Novak, E. Performaing in Musicals. New York, NY: Schirmer Books, 1988. 

Phillips, K. Teaching Kids to Sing. New York, NY: Schirmer Books, 1992.

Robinson, R. and Winold, A. The Choral Experience. New York, NY: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc., 1992.

Ware, C. Adventure in Singing. 3rd ed.,  NY:  McGraw-Hill Publishers, 2004.

IV.
Standards
Grades will be assigned in accordance with University policy.  Final grades will be based on exams (written and practical), quizzes, and individual performances on additional assignments.  Students with disabilities or other special needs are encouraged to discuss requests for reasonable accommodations with the professor at the beginning of the semester. In order for accommodations to be provided, your disability or other special needs must be verified by the Office for Disability Services for Students, 104 Russell Hall, x2926.  
V.
Rationale and Impact:
A.  This course is necessary because it will provide students with a portion of the training required by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and by the National Association of Schools of Music for completion of a music education degree program.   

B. This course is designed for music majors preparing for careers as music educators in the public schools or preparing to go on to graduate school.  All baccalaureate music education degrees approved and granted by colleges and universities in Pennsylvania state that graduates are qualified to teach K-12, instrumental, vocal and general music.  This course is one of several that will insure that graduates meet those qualifications.


C. There will be no impact on existing departments or programs.  
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. The university can anticipate normal operating costs associated with the implementation of the new curriculum.  This course can be taught using current faculty members.  

B.  It is expected that this course would be taught once every other year at first and then additionally offered as needed.  
VII.
Date approved by University President:
____________________________________________
________________


Signature of the President



Date
