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Department of Performing Arts

MUSI 1XX String Methods - Lower Strings

I. 
Introductory Information


(A) 
Department Name: Department of Performing Arts

(B) 
Department Catalog Number: MUSI 1xx

(C) 
Course Title:  String Methods - Lower Strings

(D) 
Semester Hours of Credit:  1   


(E) 
Clock Hours Per Week: 2 

(F) 
Overlays:  None 

(G) 
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Admission to the music education major or permission of instructor 
II.
Description of the Course
A. Catalog description:  

Study of playing and teaching cello and string bass fingerings and bowing techniques.  Survey of string playing techniques needed to conduct at the elementary intermediate and advanced levels of ensembles.

 

B. 
Comprehensive description:  (Optional)
III:
Exposition
A. Objectives: Upon completion of this course, the students will be able to do the following:
1. Articulate basic technical skills on the cello and string bass at a level of proficiency needed to teach a beginning strings class at the elementary, middle school, or high school level.

2. Express an understanding of bowings and how they are executed. 

3. Demonstrate the ability to produce a good tone and good intonation, using correct bow holds.

4. Articulate a basic understanding of the fingerboard geography.

5.  Demonstrate proper left hand position and finger technique.

6. Demonstrate the following major scales for cello: D, A, Bb and string bass: G, D, F (each two octaves).

7. Articulate the realities, expectations, and functions of a school program at the elementary, middle, and high school levels.

8. Demonstrate the tuning of the instruments, changing the strings, and essential maintenance.
B. Activities and Requirements:
In order to understand the lower stringed instruments, students will need to practice a minimum of 30 minutes per day outside of class.  Students will survey, compare, and submit a critique of various string method books.  They will also be expected to maintain a string techniques resource binder, prepare a teaching presentation, and write a short paper on a string performer or educator.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:
Hours

1.  Fundamentals of string playing; instrumental hold, pizzicato,

     left hand position








2

2.  Bow hold/shifting exercise I






2

3.  Combining right and left hands, string crossing, shifting exercise II

2

4.  Slurs/fingering patterns







2

5.  Finger extensions/on-the-string bowing styles




2

6.  Dynamics/vibrato/off-the-string bowing styles




2

7.  Survey of String Pedagogy






2

8.  Switch instruments/review fundamentals of new instrument


2

9.  Review of left hand position, bow hold, shifting




5
 10.  Review of vibrato, string crossing, and bowing styles



5
 11.  Teaching simulations







4










          Total Hours:  30

D.
Materials and Bibliography
1. Suggested textbooks
Allen, Michael, Robert Gillespie & Pamela Tellejohn Hayes, 2001.  Essential Elements for Strings. Hal Leonard Publishers.

Cool, Susan J. Lamb and Norman Lamb, 2002.  Guide to Teaching Strings,
7th edition.  McGraw-Hill.
2. Other materials:
http://www.menc.org/  MENC:  The National Association for Music Education.
http://www.astaweb.com/  American String Teachers Association (ASTA).
http://www.uvm.edu/~mhopkins/  String Pedagogy Notebook – Michael Hopkins.
http://www.cello.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Tips  Internet Cello Society – tip page.
http://www.ithaca.edu/music/strings/links.html  Links, Links, Links.
3. Bibliographic support:

Selected Bibliography

Applebaum, Samuel.  1986  String Builder.  Belwin.
Berman, Joel, Barbara Jackson and Kenneth Sarch.  1999  Dictionary of Bowing and Pizzicato Terms, 4th edition.  Tichenor.
Littrell, David A, Ed.  1997  String Syllabus, Tichenor.
Rabin, Marvin and Priscilla Smith.  1990  Guide to Orchestra  Bowings through Musical Styles.  University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Young, Phyllis.  1997.  Playing the String Game:  Strategies for Teaching Cello and Strings.  Shar Publications.  
IV.
Standards
Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams and quizzes, homework, presentations, teaching simulations, and performance proficiencies. 
V.
Rationale and Impact:
A.  This is a new course and will be required of all music education majors.

B.  This course provides a pedagogical approach for all students teaching at the elementary, middle, and high school levels.

C.  There will not be an impact on the existing departments or programs.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:
A.  The university can anticipate normal operating costs associated with the implementation of the new curriculum.

B.
This course will be offered each semester

VII.
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