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MUSI 1XX Brass Methods  - Upper Brass
I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name: Department of Performing Arts
     (B) Department Catalog Number:  MUSI 1XX
(C) Course Title:  Brass Methods – Upper Brass
(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 1 
(E) Clock Hours Per Week:     2 
(F) Overlays:  none
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Admission to the music education concentration or permission of instructor 
II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog description: 
Provides music concentration majors with historical, pedagogical, and performance practice experiences on the high brass instruments (French horn and trumpet). It will provide students with a basic knowledge of playing and teaching techniques and high brass literature. 
B.  Comprehension description (Optional): none 

III: Exposition

A. Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
  1. Articulate proper playing techniques on the French horn and the trumpet.                                            

  2. Identify the history of the development of the high brass instruments.

  3. Demonstrate appropriate teaching techniques on the French horn and trumpet.

  4. Demonstrate skills to diagnose proper fingerings on the high brass instruments.

B. Activities and Requirements:

       1. In an ensemble setting, students will play (on two high brass instruments) designated   

           etudes from a beginning lesson book.

       2. Students will read assigned material from the text and participate in the ensuing 

           lectures/discussions regarding the history of the development of the high brass 

           instruments.

       3. Students will teach peer volunteers to play designated etudes on high brass 

           instruments.

4. Students will interact with the computerized Micro Brass system to sharpen their 

           skills at using proper fingerings on the high brass instruments.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted: 



   Hours
   1. General, acoustical, and intonation considerations 



2
       2. Care of instruments 







1
       3. Breathing and breath support 






1
       4. Embouchure 








1
       5. Articulation 








1
       6. Mouthpieces 








1
       7. Vibrato 








1
       8. Pedagogy and performance skills on French horn  


          11
       9. Pedagogy and performance skills on trumpet 



          11









Total Hours:            30

D. Materials and Bibliography:
1. Suggested textbooks: 

        Bachelder, D., and Hunt, N.J. Guide to Teaching Brass, 6ed. Boston: McGraw-     

        Hill, 2002.
        Pearson, B. Standard of Excellence Comprehensive Band Method. San Diego,                       

        CA: Neil A. Kjos Company, 1997.

2. Other materials: instruments supplied by Robert M. 

        Sides Family Music Center

3. Bibliographic support:
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IV. Standards

    Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon 

          student attendance and demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such 

          means as written and playing exams and quizzes.
Assessment related to the objectives:

1. Students will take playing quizzes and exams on each of the two instruments studied; the  

    etudes used are found in the course texts.

2. Students will take written exams and quizzes based upon history of the development of 

    the high brass instruments.

3. Students will be observed as they instruct peers in playing simple etudes; proper playing 

    techniques are expected as a result of the student instruction.

4. Timed computerized quizzes will be individually administered to assess students’ 

    knowledge of high brass fingerings. 
V. Rationale and Impact

A.  
This is a new course and will be required of all music education majors.

B.
This course provides a pedagogical approach for all students teaching at the 


elementary, middle, and high school levels.


C.
There will not be an impact on existing departments or programs.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis
A.    
The university can anticipate normal operating costs associated with the 
implementation of the new curriculum.

B.     
This course will be offered once every other year.
VII. Date approved by University President
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