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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Department of Performing Arts

MUSI 2XX  Sight Singing

I. Introductory Information


(A) 
Department Name: Performing Arts


(B) 
Department Catalog Number: MUSI 2XX

(C) 
Course Title: Sight Singing

(D) 
Semester Hours of Credit: 2 


(E) 
Clock Hours Per Week: 2

(F) 
Overlays: none
(G) 
Restrictions Upon Student Registration: must be taken concurrently with Theory I (MUSI 203) or permission of the instructor.
II.
Description of the Course

A. 
Catalog description: Provides music majors with basic sight-singing skills, including the use of solfege, singing of scales and arpeggiated chords and chord progressions, melodies in different clefs, and rhythmic reading. 


B.
Comprehensive description (Optional): none

III: Exposition

A. 
Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. While conducting and using solfege syllables, sing all simple intervals, major and minor scales, any of the different types of triads and commonly used seventh chords (in arpeggiated form), and typical tonal chord progressions.

2. While conducting and using solfege syllables, sing basic melodies at first sight, and more advanced melodies with minimal preparation.

3. While conducting with the other hand, read and tap basic rhythms at sight and more advanced rhythms with minimal preparation.


B. 
Activities and Requirements:
1. Students will learn and practice in class, and be assigned to prepare outside of class, exercises in the rudiments of conducting and the solfege syllabic system, and apply them to the basic musical structures; intervals, scales, chords, and chord progressions.

2. Students will practice and prepare melodies from their text (using solfege syllables and conducting) which gradually increase in length and 
difficulty over the course of the semester. 

3. Students will practice and prepare rhythmic exercises from their text, tapping with one hand and conducting with the other. 

In all of these classroom activities, students will spend some time singing/tapping as a group, and some time individually. Their individual singing will be subject to peer (as well as instructor) critiques, in order to develop their listening skills (which necessarily dovetail with their reading skills). Quizzes will be given on a biweekly basis to ensure that practice and progress is regular.


C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:


As this class focuses on developing a set of skills (which must be 



continually developed over time) rather than imparting a body of 



knowledge, it does not lend itself well to a format of discrete units 



which are dealt with for a limited time. Rather, much of this material 


will be taught (on an increasing scale of difficulty) over the course of 


the entire semester concurrently. The following is therefore an 



approximate breakdown of total time spent on each skill over the 



course of the semester, listed in the order in which it will be 



introduced.












Hours



1.  Introduction to solfege syllables, rudiments of conducting
    1


2.  Singing of intervals and Major scales



    1


3.  Singing of minor scales and arpeggiated triads


    1

4.  Diatonic triads in Major and minor



    1

5. Basic chord progressions using triads



    1



6. Basic rhythms and melodies




    7



7. Diatonic seventh chords in Major and minor


    1



8. Intermediate rhythms and melodies



    7



9. Chord progressions using seventh chords



    2



10. Advanced rhythms and melodies




    8










Total Hours:    30


D. 
Materials and Bibliography



1. Suggested Textbook:
Ottman, Robert. Music for Sight Singing, sixth edition, New Jersey:

Prentice Hall, 2001. 


2. Other Materials:


Students will have access to musical scores.



3. Bibliographic Support: Selected Bibliography
Adler, Samuel. Sight Singing. New York: Norton, 1979. 

Benjamin, Thomas, Michael Horvit, and Robert Nelson. Music for Sight Singing, third edition, Wadsworth, Canada, 2000.

Benward, B. Sightsinging Complete, 4th ed. Dubuque, IA: 

Benward, Bruce and J. Timothy Kolosick. Ear Training – A Technique for Listening, fifth edition Brown & Benchmark Publishers, 1996
Berkowitz, Sol et al. A New Approach to Sight Singing, 3rd ed. New York: W.W. Norton, 1996.

Blombach, Ann. MacGAMUT: Intervals, Scales, and Chords) Melodic Dictation. MacGAMUT Music Software International Durham, Thomas L. Beginning Tonal Dictation, Waveland Press, Inc., Prospect Heights, Illinois,1994.
Chosky, Lois. The Kodaly Method I. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1998.
Gottschalk, A. and P. Kloeckner. Functional Hearing: A Contextual 

Ear Training. New York: Ardsley House, 1997.
Hall, Anne Carothers. Studying Rhythm, third edition, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2004.
Henry, Earl and Mobberly, James. Musicianship: Ear Training, Rhythmic Reading, and Sight Singing, 2 vols. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1986.

Horvit, Michael, Timothy Koozin, and Robert Nelson. Music for Ear Training: CD-Rom and Workbook, second edition, Schirmer, 2005.

Kazez, Daniel. Rhythm Reading – Elementary through Advanced Training, second edition, New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1997.
Kraft, Leo. A New Approach to Ear Training – A Programmed Course in Melodic and Harmonic Dictation, 2nd edition, W. W. Norton & Company, New York, London, 1999.
Ottman, Robert W. Music for Sight Singing. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1986.

Wittlich, Gary and Humphries, Lee. Ear Training: An Approach Through Music Literature. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1974.
IV.
Standards:

Grades will be assigned in accordance with University policy.  Final grades will 
be based on individual performances on assignments, quizzes, and exams, as well 
as attendance.

V.
Rationale and Impact:

A.
This is a new course and will be required of all music education majors.


B.
This course provides a pedagogical approach for all students teaching at 


the elementary, middle, and high school levels.


C.
There will not be an impact on existing departments or programs.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A.    
The university can anticipate normal operating costs associated with the 


implementation of the new curriculum.


B.     
This course will be offered once every other year.
VII.
Date approved by University President:


____________________________________________
________________


Signature of the President




Date
