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MUSI 300 Conducting
I. 
Introductory Information:

(A) Department Name: Department of Performing Arts

(B) Department Catalog Number: MUSI 300

(C) Course Title: Conducting

(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 3 

(E) Clock Hours Per Week: 3

(F) Overlays: None
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration: A minimum of 30 credits or permission of the instructor.  
II.
Description of the Course:

A. 
Catalog description:

An introduction to the art and craft of conducting. It is a skill‑development course which begins with score reading and the use of the baton in presenting basic, standard, patterns, then moves through skill development in areas of progressively greater difficulty. These include the left‑hand techniques, expressive gestures, reading large ensemble scores, presenting complex beat patterns, and rehearsal techniques.


B. 
Comprehensive description:  (Optional)
III:
Exposition:
A. 
Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. 
Demonstrate leadership in choral and instrumental performance organizations. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.5.  
2. 
Articulate a clear and fundamentally correct baton technique. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.1.
3. 
Demonstrate  knowledge of the technical language of the musical score. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.3., and I.H.4.,
4. 
Provide evidence of ability to handle an ensemble score of intermediate complexity. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.2., and I.H.4.
5. 
Demonstrate awareness of the art of conducting. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.1., I.H.4, and I.H.5.

B. 
Activities and Requirements:
1. 
Successfully complete class/individual performance drills with recordings and/or piano. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.1.


2. 
Demonstrate extensive ability to analyze and study selected scores through written assignments of taped and live performances.. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.3., and I.H.4.
3. 
Several laboratory experiences with band, choir, and orchestra. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.5.
4. 
View and critique aurally and in writing  video‑taped performances of professional conductors. Fulfills PDE Standard I.F.1., and I.F.2.
5. 
Write reflective essays of self‑study with video‑tape equipment. Fulfills PDE Standard I.F.1. and I.F.2.
6.  Successfully complete written examinations dealing with text and special reading assignments.
7. 
Memorize names of traditional instruments and commonly used directions in four languages. Fulfills PDE Standard I.H.2., I.H.3., and I.H.4. 
8. 
Participate in class and individual practice drills. 


C. 
Major Units and Time Allotted:
Hours




1. 
Baton techniques with simple patterns; 







preparatory beats; cut‑offs; use of piano scores



6


2.
Baton techniques with complex modem patterns and their variations
6


3. 
Expressive gestures, cuing, development of left‑handed techniques

6


4. 
Conducting the fermata, recitatives, irregular beats, tempo variations, accompaniments



6


5. 
Clefs and transpositions 



6


6. 
The mechanics and the interpretations of the choral score



6


7. 
The mechanics and the interpretation of the large instrumental score
6


8. 
Rehearsal techniques, public performance



3





Total Hours:    45

D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1.  Required Text:  



Green, Elizabeth A.H.,  The Modern Conductor 7th ed., Englewood Cliffs:  Prentice Hall, 2003

2.
Suggested textbook: 
Labuta, Joseph A., Basic Conducting Techniques. Englewood Cliffs:   Prentice‑Hall, 1982. 

3.
Other materials: Additional music materials and recordings, will be provided on a temporary basis by the Music area of the department.
4.
Bibliographic support:
The Craft of Conducting

Boyd, Jack. Rehearsal Guide for the Choral Director, West Nyack, New York: Parker Publishing House, 1970. 

Garretson, Robert L. Conducting Choral Music, Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1970. 

Finn, William J. The Art of Choral Conducting. Vol. 11, Evanston, Illinois: Summy‑Birchard, 1960. 


Green, Elizabeth A. H. The Modern Conductor. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice‑Hall, 1963. 
.

Lamb, Gordon H. Choral Techniques, Dubuque, Iowa: Wm. C. Brown Publishers, 1974. 

Long, R. Gerry. The Conductor's Workshop on Instrumental Conducting. Dubuque, Iowa: Wm. C. Brown Publishers, 1971.

The Art of Conducting

Braithwaite, Warwick. The Conductor's Art New York: John de Graff, Inc., 1952.

Goldbeck, Frederick. The Perfect Conductor. London: Dennis Dobson, 1960.

Rudolph, Max. The Grammar of Conducting, New York: Carl Fischer, 1928.

Wagner, Richard. On Conducting, English translation by Edward Dannreuther. London: William Reeves, 1940.

Musical  Materials

Hardy, Gordon and Arnold Fish. Music Literature, Vols, I and 11, New York, Dodd & Mead, 1968.

Noyes, Frank. Anthology of Musical Examples, Dubuque, Iowa: Wm C. Brown Publishers, 1961.

Woodridge, David. Conductor's World, New York, Praeger, 1970.   

Selected scores from Stevenson Library music holdings.

IV.
Standards

Grades will be assigned in accordance with University standards.  Final grades will be based on quizzes, examinations, and special projects related to music technology.  Students with disabilities or other special needs are encouraged to discuss requests for reasonable accommodations with the professor at the beginning of the semester. 
V.
Rationale and Impact:  

A.  This course is necessary because it will provide students with a portion of the training required by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and by the National Association of Schools of Music for completion of a music education degree program.   

B. This course is designed for music education majors preparing for careers as music educators in the public schools or preparing to go on to graduate school.  All baccalaureate music education degrees approved and granted by colleges and universities in Pennsylvania state that graduates are qualified to teach K-12, instrumental, vocal and general music.  This course is one of several that will insure that graduates meet those qualifications.


C. There will be no impact on existing departments or programs.    
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:  


A. The university can anticipate normal operating costs associated with the implementation of the new curriculum.  This course can be taught using current faculty members.  

B.  It is expected that this course would be taught once every other year at first and then additionally offered as needed.  
VII.
Date approved by University President:
____________________________________________
________________


Signature of the President



Date
