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I.
Introductory Information:  

A.  
Department Name:  
Performing Arts Department

B.
Catalog Number:  THEA110


C.
Course Title:  Theatre:  An Orientation


D.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:
3 s.h.


E.
Clock Hours Per Week:
3 hours


F.
Restriction Upon Student Registration:
None

II.
Course Description:

This course provides an introduction to theatre.  It includes definition and analysis of theatre, art, and theatrical art; script analysis; the relationship between theatre and the culture from which it comes; and the roles of the theatre practitioners.

III.
Exposition:


A.
Objectives:



The student competing the curse will be able to:



1.
identify the basic elements of any art form and the creative process.



2.
define and identify the elements necessary for:  theatrical art; a theatrical event; 


and a dramatic event.



3.
compare and contrast commercial and non-profit theatre.



4.
define and identify the components of a play.



5.
define and identify different play structures, genres and styles.



6.
analyze play scripts in terms of their dramatic structure, genre, style and historical 


period.



7.
apply an understanding of roles and duties of the practioners of theatrical art.



8.
conceptualize and support an aesthetic vision for a play.



9.
examine, understand and evaluate personal theatre experiences.



10.
demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between theatre and the culture 


from which it came.


B.
Activities and Requirements:



1.
Attend all lectures and study the classroom notes taken.



2.
Read and be able to discuss the textbook(s) assignments.



3.
Read and be able to discuss the selected plays; analyze the plays in terms of style, 


genre, dramatic structure,  visual elements and the culture from which it came.



4.
Perform selected scenes from plays read.



5.
Participate in preparing and presenting 2-3 group projects/presentations.



6.
View at least one evening of theatrical production(s) and follow up with a written 


critical analysis of the productions(s).



7.
Take all examinations.


C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:



1.
The Creative Process………………………………………………….1.5 weeks



2.
The elements of theatrical art; a theatrical event; and a dramatic event...2 weeks



3.
The theatre practitioners and collaborators……………………………2.5 weeks



4.
The components of a play……………………………………………… 2 weeks



5.
Dramatic genres, styles, play readings and analysis……………………..6 weeks



6.
Final presentations………………………………………………………1week


D.
Materials and Bibliography:



1.
Textbook(s) will be required.



2.
Other materials that may be used:  (owned by the Speech Communication and 



Theatre Dept.)





a.
selections from the American Theatre Wing Film Series (taped group 




discussion among theatre professionals)





b.
selections from the institute for Advanced Studies in the Theatre Arts 




(Video Series)





c.
selections from the Films for the Humanities & Sciences (History of 





Drama - filmstrips)





d.
theatre Spaces; New and Old (slides)





e.
Design in the Theatre (portfolio photos and slides from department 





members)





f.
selections from the following movies






    I.

NAME OF THE ROSE






   II.

HAMLET






  III.

DANGEROUS LIASONS 






  IV.

ROMEO AND JULIET






   V.

A DOLL’S HOURSE






  VI.

MONTY PYTHON AND THEY HOLY GRAIL






 VII.

NAUGHTY NINETIES






VIII.

INDIAN JONES
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IV.
Standards:


Evaluation will be based upon grades attained in examinations, assignments, and 
presentations.

V.
Rationale and Impact:

To provide an additional course which fulfills the General Education requirement in theatre.  In the near future, Theatre: A Cultural History, will be submitted to the curriculum committees for approval.  These two courses combined will take the place of Introduction to Theatre (THEA150).  These courses may be taken in sequence or separately.  They both will fulfill the General Education requirement in theatre.

This course (Theatre:  An Orientation) introduces the student to the basic theories and elements of theatre as a performing art.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

There will be no additional cost or staff required for this course.

