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I.
Introductory Information:

A.
Departmental Catalog Number:  THEA137


B.
Course Title:  Creative Dramatics


C.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  3 s.h.


D.
Clock Hours Per Week:  3 hrs.


E.
Prerequisite:  None


F.
Overlays:  None


G.
Restrictions:   None

II.
Description of the Course:

Sequenced experiences and exercises in creative drama and improvisation for developing and refining bodily 
movement, characterization, and organic reaction.  Through structured theatre games and problem solving situations, participants acquire theatrical skills and disciplines without conscious attention. Students will participate in as well as direct creative and dramatic exploration and play making.  The contents of this course relates to the NCATE Standard 1 and the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support consortium (INTASC) Standards.
III.
Exposition:


A.
Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:


1.
Describe and discuss the creative process and its function in drama.



2.
Guide and extend the creative capacities of others.



3.
Develop and refine the student's own dramatic creativity.



4.
Develop an understanding of the developmental process in creative dramatics.

5.
Arrange appropriate experiences for sequential development of dramatic skills and appreciation.



6.
Select and adapt appropriate literature for play making for diverse populations.



7.
Develop and extend expressive bodily movement.



8.
Develop and extend abilities of characterization.



9.
Develop and extend abilities in improvisation.


      10.
Develop and extend abilities in creating plays from various diverse literary 



sources.

      11.
Use learning of this course in improved communication with diverse populations
B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
Full and regular participation in the sequence of theatre games and structured improvisation situations. (Objective 4)
2.
Selection and direction of pre-creative and exploratory activities for other course participants. (Objective 2, 5, 11)
3.
Out side observations of animals, diverse populations, objects, and phenomena and expression of their observations through dramatic performance in class. (Objective 3, 7, 8)
4.
Observation of dramatic productions to focus on verbal and non-verbal creativity of the performers. (Objective 2, 7, 8,)
5.
Development, organization, and presentation of a related and coherent sequence of original short dramatic episodes. (Objective 1, 4, 9)


6.
Selection and presentation of literature appropriate for play making. (Objective 6)


7.
Producing, directing and creation of plays from diverse literary selections. 



(Objective 10, 5, 6)


8.
Dramatic involvement in the play making productions of other course participants. 


(Objective 11, 2)

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted (15 weeks)


1.
Physical movement and body exploration .......................................…   (6 hours)



2.
Group interaction and interdependence............................................…   (3 hours)



3.
Creating place in space ....................................................................…  (6 hours)



4.
Observations and reflections ............................................................…. (6 hours)



5.
Transformations.............................................................................…… (3 hours)



6.
Setting and environments...................................................................... (6 hours)



7.
Characterizations and relationships.........................................................( 6 hours)



8.
Play making ...........................................................................................( 9 hours)

D. Requirements: 

Must attend all classes, participate in exercises and performance projects presented 
during class time.  If absent more than three times, letter grade will be dropped one and 
one-half step.  Absences due to extreme circumstances may be excused only at the 
discretion of the professor.


1.
Submit journals twice during term – worth 100 points each.


2.
Develop a series of three projects relating to Children’s stories and dramatic 


formatting – worth 300 points.


3.
Students will be given various readings during the term.  All quizzes totaled 


together will equal 100 points.


4.
Create a scenario with a clear beginning, middle and end.  This will be performed



for others in the class – worth 100 points.


5.
Students will do research on a myth and develop an approach for producing this in



play form.  This is a two-part submission.  Each part will be worth 100 points.


6.
At the beginning portion of the term students will submit a Creative Arts First Aid 

Kit which will contain elements from the creative arts that may be used to restore 

good creative balance in your life after graduation.  This kit will be worth 100 


points.

Total of 1000 points.  This will be divided by 10 and the resulting number will be your number grade for the course, corresponding to the LHU Grading Scale.


E.
Materials and Bibliography:

Burger, Isabel.  Creative Play Acting.  A. S. Barnes, 1950.

Durland, Frances.  Creative Dramatics for Children.  Antioch, 1952.

Elkind, Samuel.  Improvisation Handbook.  Glenview, Ill.:  Scott, Foresman, 1975.

Fitzgerald, Burdette.  Let's Act Out the Story.  Fearon, 1957.

Haaga, Agnes and Randles, Patricia.  Supplementary Materials for Use in Creative Dramatics with Younger Children.  Seattle:  University of Washington, 1952.

Heinig, Ruth Beall.  Creative Drama for the Classroom Teacher.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 1988.

Hodgson, John and Richards, Ernest.  Improvisation.  London:  Methuen, 1966.

Johnstone, Keith.  Improv.  London:  Faber & Faber, 1979.

Kerman, Gertrude.  Plays and Creative Ways with Children.  Harvey House, 1961.

Lease, Ruth and Silks, Geraldine.  Creative Dramatics for Home and School, and Community.  Harper, 1958.

Polsky, Milton.  Let's Improvise.  Englewood Cliffs:  Prentice-Hall, 1980.

Silks, Geraldine.  Creative Dramatics:  An Art for Children.  Harper, 1958.

Spolin, Viola.  Improvisation for the Theatre.  Chicago:  Northwestern University Press, 1963.

Ward, Winifred.  Drama with and for Children.  Washington, C.C.U.S Govt. Printing Office, 1960.

Way, Brian.  Development Through Drama.  New York:  Humanities Press, 1967.

IV.
Standards and Assessment

A.
Standards: 

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with the Lock Haven University Grading 
Scale and based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through 
such means as exams, homework, performances, journaling and creative projects.


B.
Assessment: (Referenced from III. A. Above)


1.
Journals will be used to assess Objectives 3, 4.


2.
Children’s stories and play projects will be used to assess Objectives 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 


10.


3.
Quizzes and short exams will be used to assess Objectives 5, 3, 11.



4.
Create a scenario with a beginning, middle and end to be performed for class will 


be used to assess Objectives 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10.



5.
Research a myth and develop an approach for producing this in play form will be 


used to assess Objectives  1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11.

V.
Rationale:

Study of and experience in creative dramatics and improvisation provide basic training and development that are essential in a theatre program.  Skills and techniques are developed for acting and communication effectiveness.  
Non-theatre majors can improve on expression and appreciation of dramatic performance.

VI.
Cost Analysis:


This course has been a regular offering for over 15 years as a requirement for theatre majors 
and a fine arts 
elective that satisfies a general education requirement.  Staffing is regularly 
allocated from the department of Speech Communication and Theatre.


VII.
Date approved by University President:

_____________________________                             _____________________

                     (Signature)                                                                   (Date)
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