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INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC

I.

Introductory Information:

   
A. 
Department name: Music


B.  
Department catalogue number: MUSI 101


C. 
Course title: Introduction to Music

   
D. 
Credit hours: 3 s.h.

    
E. 
Clock hours: 3 hours per week


F.   Overlays: None


F. 
Restrictions: Open to all students as an elective. Required of all Music majors.

II .

Course Description:


This course introduces the students to the vocabulary, the concepts, the techniques, and 

the style changes which attach to the art music of Western Civilization. Representative 

compositions from all the ages of music history are explored in depth, particular attention 

being given to the stylistic char​acteristics of each selection. The major composers of each 

style period are introduced, and their changing role in society is discussed.

III. 
Exposition:



A.
Objectives:  The student will:




1. 
Develop a vocabulary that will allow the students to communicate verbally and 





write about music.

2.
Identify some of the formal designs and compositional techniques employed in Western art music.
3. 
Achieve increased auditory skills which will strengthen the student’s listening comprehension; recognize the repertory of instrumental and vocal genres; develop historical perspectives to comprehend and appreciate the musical changes which characterize the past, thereby being prepared to make critical judgments on music of the present and eventually, the future.


B. 
Activities and Requirements:

1.
The student will experience materials presented in class lectures; thought-provoking questioning involving text reading assignments, and in the study guides, collaborative problem solving, videos, CD-ROM’s and films which are provided for selected composers and compositions.

2.
The student will listen to representative compositions illustrating objective forms and structural devices; the instructor will identify the diapason sections and which contribute to the organization of the work.
3.
Each individual enrolled will be required to take the four major unit examinations and several small quizzes which are administered, and will be held responsible for turning in any written work that may be assigned; participation in class discussions is encouraged and expected.



C. 
Major Units:




1. 
Music in the life of man.......................................................……………..

3 Hours
     


a. 
Popular music

     


b. 
Ethnic music

     


c. 
Fine 




2. 
The elements of music...........................................................…………….
6 Hours
          

a. 
Melody
e. 

e.
Dynamics

          

b. 
Rhythm

f. 
Timbre

          

c. 
Meter


g. 
Texture

          

d. 
Tempo
h.
 
h.
Form




3.
Music in the High Renaissance (1550‑1600)................................…………
3 Hours


a. 
Musical style

          
b. 
Popular genres of composition

          
c. 
Major composers




4.
The Baroque Style Period (1600‑1750).......................……………………
9 Hours



a. 
Musical style




b.
Popular genres of composition


  

c. 
Major composers




5. 
Classicism in Music................................................………..........……………
9 Hours



a. 
Musical style

     


b. 
Popular genres of composition

     


c. 
Major composers




6. 
Music of the Romantic Period.....................................................……………
9 Hours


a. 
Musical style

         
b.
Popular genres for the orchestra; program music

          
c. 
Nineteenth‑century opera

          
d. 
Nationalism in the Romantic Period

          
e. 
Selected composers




7. 
Music in the Twentieth Century..................................................…………….6 Hours
a. 
New directions in music

b. 
The new vocabulary and sensibility of music of the modern era; the glorification of dissonance.

c. 
Electronic music

d. 
Selected composers



D. 
Materials and Bibliography:



1. 
Suggested Text: Kerman, Joseph. Listen. 3rd  edition, New York: Worth




Publishers. 1980.



2.
 Other materials: the film, "Discovering Electronic Music", and the




filmstrip, "The Arts and Humanities of the Baroque".




3. 
Basic Bibliography:

Booth, Mark. American Popular Music. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1983.

Brown, Howard M. Music in the Renaissance. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice‑Hall, 1981.

Fuld, James. The Book of World Famous Music: Classical. Popular and Folk. New York: Crown Publishers, 1971.

Hamm, Charles, Bruno Nettle and Ronald Byrnside.  Contemporary Music and Music Cultures. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice‑Hall, 1975.

Hansen, Peter. An Introduction to Twentieth Century Music. Boston MS: Allyn and Bacon, 1978.

Klaus, Kenneth B. The Romantic Period in Music. Boston, MS: Allyn and Bacon, 1978.

Machlis, Joseph. An Introduction to Contemporary Music. New York: W. W. Norton, 1961.

Nettle, Bruno. Folk and Traditional Music of the Western Continents. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice‑Hall, 1965.

Palisca, Claude. Baroque Music, 2nd Edition. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice‑Hall, 1981.

Pauly, Reinhard G. Music in the Classic Period, 2nd n edition. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice‑Hall, 1973.

Plantings, Leon. Romantic Music. New York: W. W. Norton, 1984.

Portnoy, Julius. Music in the Life of Man. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963.

Radice, Mark A..  Concert Music of the Twentieth Century.  Prentice Hall, New York 2003

‑‑‑‑‑. The Philosopher and Music. New York: DaCapo Press, 1980.

Rosentiel, Leonie, editor. The Schirmer History of Music. New York, Schirmer Books, 1982.

Scholl, Sharon and Sylvia White. Music and the Culture of Man. New York: 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1970.

Shelmay, Kay Kaufmann.  Soundscapes.  W.W. Norton & Company, New York.  2001

Wade, Bonnie C.  Thinking Musically.  Oxford University Press, Oxford 2004.

Wilder, Alec. American Popular Songs. New York: Oxford University Press, 
1972.

IV. 
Standards:

All unit tests, small quizzes, and special written assignments will be evaluated, and a numerical grade‑score will be recorded for each. The numerical scores will accumulate through to the end of the semester, at which time the accumulated score‑figures will be converted into letter grades according to their percentile rankings.

