Minor in Dance

A New Program/Degree Proposal
Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Performing Arts

Proposed Implementation Date:  Spring 2009

Proposal Prepared by:
 Jayme Klinger Host, Associate Professor of Dance
Proposal submitted:
September 2008

Signature of President or Designee:____________________________________

Date:
_______________________

Table of Contents for Dance Minor Proposal
1. Appropriateness to Mission
2. Need
3. Academic Integrity
4. Coordination with Other Programs
5. Assessment and Accreditation
6. Resource Sufficiency
7. Impact on Educational Opportunity
8. Executive Summary
Appropriateness to Mission

Description, scope, and purpose of the program
The Dance Minor at Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania encompasses dance as a Fine Art as well as an Humanity.  The program is based on the development of students physically, creatively, scholastically, and professionally.  Technique classes in Modern and Ballet are imbued with a strong anatomical base and complimented with courses in Dance History, Composition, and Dance Education. The core of the program acknowledges art as the confluence of practice, theory, and creativity, emphasizing both creative and scholarly work within a liberal arts environment by stimulating inventive thinking through the language of dance.  
Alignment with the State System Mission and goals outlined in its strategic plan

It is our mission at Lock Haven University to serve as a cultural center for our students and the community. The Dance Minor creates a strong component to support this goal.  This Minor also aids in providing a living/learning environment that facilitates intellectual and personal growth, supporting the goals outlines by the university.  The Dance Minor provides a creative and inclusive learning environment in which diversity is embraced and individual voices are heard in the spirit of thriving cooperation, providing a basis for lifelong learning and personal development.  The Dance Minor is completely in alignment with the PASSHE’s mission to increase the intellectual wealth of the Commonwealth, to prepare students at all levels for personal and professional success in their lives, and to contribute to the economic, social, and cultural development of Pennsylvania’s communities, the Commonwealth, and the nation.
Appropriateness to university strategic direction

The Dance Minor is imbued with the university’s attitude of valuing clarity and precision of thought and its expression, effecting deep learning, knowledge and its production.  It is innately a program that values diversity and enriches a student’s ability to market themselves for careers beyond college.  The career and life skills that students discover, explore, and develop as a Dance Minor are plentiful making them marketable to the growing workforce of our society. Creative thinkers, committed, and professional in demeanor, students in the Dance Minor hone essential life skills that are applicable in any field they wish to pursue.  Due to the collaborative, task-oriented nature of dance, students are able to work more effectively and efficiently individually and with a group. They learn to build and maintain relationships with agents, employers, and peers in their field and to market themselves effectively.  
Need
Due to the great interest of the Administration of Lock Haven University and of the student population, dance has thrived since the development of the dance curriculum.  The Dance Minor services those who wish to pursue a career in dance, as well as those who intend to augment their major course of study.  Approximately 100 students enroll in dance classes each semester with 100 more participating in dance clubs sponsored by the Student Cooperative Council.  Our program offers two main stage performances annually in the Sloan Fine Arts Theatre serving as a showcase for over 100 dancers each semester performing faculty, student, and guest artist choreography.  These performances culturally enrich the climate on campus for our student and faculty population, as well as for the surrounding community.  Over 3,000 local elementary school students have attended our matinee performances as an extension of our community outreach.  In addition to the existing pool of students awaiting the approval of the Dance Minor, it addresses the continuous request of perspective students for the development of such a program, increasing enrollment for Lock Haven University.  
With the passage of the Goals 2000:  Educate America Act, the arts are written into federal law and nationally recognized as a core subject, as important to education as English, Mathematics, Science, and Reading.   As schools in Pennsylvania acknowledge National Standards of Dance as well as State Standards in the Arts and Humanities, the discipline of dance is field of worthy pursuit sought after by industry and academia.   Upon completion of this minor, students will be able to pursue a variety of career opportunities such as performance, choreography, teaching, and graduate study.  Such careers include, but are not limited too, teaching at a private or public studio, a dance studio owner, choreographing for private companies, equity and non equity theaters.  Graduates will entire the work force as dance critics, movement specialists, dance historians, technical directors, dance administrators, and artistic directors of a dance company.  The Dance Minor is designed to enhance a student's preparedness for sundry multi-disciplinary fields including dance history, dance therapy, movement education, musical theater, and integrated arts in education.
Academic Integrity

Program Structure and Administration
The Dance Minor exists in the Department of Performing Arts and promotes a broad based education through the disciplines of Ballet and Modern technique, with supplementary classes offered in Dance History, Dance Education, and Composition.  Criteria established by the accrediting body, the National Association of Schools of Dance (NASD) provided the framework for this academic minor.   The curriculum is sequential in nature with a strong technical and academic background.  
Program Goals
The ultimate purpose of the Dance Minor at Lock Haven University is to provide a comprehensive academic and technical curriculum for students who wish to pursue a career in dance or augment their major with dance.   The program accomplishes this in the following ways:
· By providing an opportunity for students to study dance and recognize the broad range of aesthetics in the discipline of dance.

· By offering students the experience of the choreographic process while developing their own movement vocabulary and ability to express themselves though the language of dance.

· By allowing students the opportunity to develop their own technical and performance skills in a variety of stylistic genres with an emphasis on ballet and modern technique.

· By offering students a sound foundation of anatomical and kinesiological concepts to enrich their understanding of movement in its creation, communication, and performance. 
· By providing students with in-depth experiences in the studio, classroom, and performance that will enhance their skill and/or knowledge of the field within the context of their specific needs.
· By continuing to be an integral part of the general education and cultural development of all students attending the university.
· By stimulating an interest in the art of dance by bringing regular performances of original choreography to the College and local community.
· By encouraging its students to reflect critically, communicate effectively, and conduct themselves professionally through the study of dance.
Student Learning Outcomes
The Dance Minor is designed to provide an intensive training for students within a college environment.  Movement is a common thread that sews all of humanity together.  Through the study of dance, one can learn to observe, analyze, document, synthesize, and integrate both theoretical and applied knowledge for a better understanding of self and others as one develops as a total being.  This course is based on a sound anatomical and kinesiological foundation for movement and will present dance within a cultural and historical context.  Students participating in the minor are held accountable to the following outcomes.
· Master the curriculum

· Engage questions about the arts with cogent and persuasive responses

· Empower students to develop their own aesthetic criteria in response to artistic works

· Inform students as to the intellectual merit and practical applications for the performing arts, more specifically dance

· Promote self-confidence necessary for performance and other careers in dance
· Achieve a physical and mental control, and self-discipline, in producing efficient movement.

· Achieve kinesthetic and critical awareness through a basic technical proficiency in performing ballet and modern technique.

· Demonstrate a conceptual and physical understanding of basic ballet terminology.

· Demonstrate a basic understanding of one’s own flexibility, endurance, strength, and alignment in relation to classical ballet technique.

· Demonstrate a sense of musicality through perception and performance of given rhythmic structures in movement phrases.  
· Demonstrate a broader understanding of dance as an art form and humanity during the development of Western Culture.
· Perform dances that represent significant historical eras and understand their socio-cultural impact on their inherent societies.
· Demonstrate a sound understanding of cultural and aesthetic development of dance in Western Culture from the 1500s to the present.
· Demonstrate a theoretical and applied knowledge and basic skill in ballet technique and performance. 
· Develop acute observational skills and formal analysis skills.

· Speak intelligently about the basic concepts of dance in Western Civilization during the following eras:  Renaissance, Baroque,  Classicism, Romanticism, Modernism, and Post-Modernism

· Demonstrate an increased ability to pick up combinations quickly and identify and articulate what the objectives of exercises are.

· Demonstrate an increased aesthetic sensitivity of ballet as an art form and an understanding of how the discipline of dance is a vital part of a holistic education.
· Acquire practical experience and developed skill in manipulating the tools of choreography, exploration of compositional devices, and development of solos and small group works.
· Demonstrate a broader understanding of dance as an art form by weaving together elements of technique, space, time, shape, weight, qualities, energies, performance, and individual creativity.

· Experience working with others in dance on a creative, supportive, and collaborative level.

· Gain a healthy sense of awareness of one’s body through modern dance elements.

· Focus on increased levels of concentration, consideration, control (mind & body), coordination, and creative thinking skills.

· Demonstrate a sound understanding of efficient alignment.

· Develop physical stamina, strength, grace, and musicality.

· Identify verbally and through performance, basic concepts of composition and anatomy and kinesiology. 

· Demonstrate a synthesis of learning and an increasingly aesthetic sensitivity evidenced through examination, essay, journal, and performance formats.

· Demonstrate a synthesis of learning and an increasingly aesthetic sensitivity evidenced through examination, essay, journal, and performance formats
· Inspire a lifelong arts advocacy

Curriculum Overview
Lock Haven University dance classes are currently listed as courses that fulfill general education requirements and as electives.  The proposed minor in dance involves no curricular changes.  The course content is driven by the educational competencies acknowledged by the National Dance Educators Organization (NDEO) and the National Association of Schools of Dance (NASD).  
Degree Requirements
6 credits required of Ballet Technique  (selected from the below course listings)

DANC105.01     Basic Ballet Technique
3sh

DANC205.01     Intermediate Ballet Technique
3sh 

DANC301.01     Advanced Ballet Technique
3sh

6 credits required of Modern Technique (selected from the below course listings)

DANC100.01     Beginning Modern Technique
3sh

DANC200.01     Intermediate Modern Technique
3sh

DANC303.01     Advanced Modern Technique
3sh

6 credits required of the below courses

DANC210     Dance Composition
3sh

DANC300     Dance Integration for Elementary Education
3sh

DANC302     Dance in Western Culture
3sh 

Total # of credits required for Minor = 18sh (at least six semester hours must be taken at the 300 level or above.)
Course Offerings

	DANC100     BEGINNING MODERN TECHNIQUE 
	3 sh 

	Offering an overview of modern technique styles on the beginning level constitutes the core of this course.  Students will develop an understanding and appreciation for dance as a performing art.  Through classroom activities the student's experience, knowledge, and perspective of the creative process of dance will be enhanced.  Examination of Pioneer Modern Dancers will increase physical understanding of concepts and objectives of the class.  Writing skills will be developed in response to videos, class discussions, research, and live performances.  

	

	 
	  


	DANC105     BASIC BALLET TECHNIQUE 
	3 sh 

	Designed to teach basic skills in classical ballet, Basic Ballet Technique will increase the student's understanding of this movement style as a participant and an observer.  It will also help students to develop an appreciation for this art form.  An emphasis will be placed on understanding of anatomy and kinesiology, proper alignment, increase flexibility, and building technical strength.  Most classes will be movement based.  Lectures, class exercises, exams, and papers will examine the history, practice and theory of ballet.
	

	 
	 

	DANC200 _ INTERMEDIATE MODERN TECHNIQUE 
	3 sh

	Develops physical understanding of modern technique styles on the intermediate level with attention to the elements of dance - time, space, and energy.  Designed to create a greater understanding and appreciation for dance as a performing art.  Examination of pioneer modern dancers and post-modern figures to increase physical understanding of concepts and objectives of the class.  Writing skills are  developed in response to videos, class discussions, research, and live performances.
	

	 
	 

	DANC205_INTERMEDIATE BALLET TECHNIQUE
	3 sh

	Designed to teach intermediate skills in classical ballet technique, this course emphasizes a practical understanding of proper alignment, musicality, and performance energy.  Studio time includes learning, refining, and strengthening these skills into longer movement combinations.  Most classes are movement based.  Examines the history, practice, and theory of ballet.
	

	
	 

	DANC210_DANCE COMPOSITION 1
	3 sh

	Provides practical experience in manipulating the tools of choreography, exploration of compositional devices, and development of solos and small group works through improvisation, problem-solving, and cooperative assignments.  Visual skills are enhanced when critiquing dances.
	

	 
	 

	DANC300     DANCE INTEGRATION FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
	3 sh 

	Gives an awareness and understanding  of how to teach elementary curricular concepts through dance.  Students use traditional educational theories as a base for developing lesson plans through interactive teaching methods utilizing the performing arts.
	

	 
	 

	DANC301     ADVANCED BALLET TECHNIQUE
	3 sh

	Refinement of technical skills in Classical Ballet at the advanced level.  Mastery of kinesthetic, expressive, and aesthetic principles of contemporary ballet at an advanced level.  Emphasizes a practical understanding of proper alignment, musicality, and performance energy.  Studio time includes learning, refining, and strengthening  these skills through performance of advanced movement combinations.  Most classes are movement based.  Examines the history, practice, and theory of ballet.  Prerequisites:  DANC105, DANC205, or permission of instructor.
	

	 
	 

	DANC302     DANCE IN WESTERN CULTURE
	3 sh

	Through theoretical analysis and practical application this course examines the historical development of Western theatrical dance from European peasants to Renaissance Court dances to trends in the 21st Century.  Socio-cultural influences and contributions of artists are investigated, including the religious, political, and performative functions of dance in Western Culture.  

	

	 
	 

	DANC303     ADVANCED MODERN TECHNIQUE
	3 sh

	Refinement of technical skill in modern dance at the advanced level, including complex movement capabilities, rhythmic structure, spatial relationships, with emphasis on aesthetic and expressive qualities that lead to performance.  Designed to create a greater understanding and appreciation for dance as a performing art and humanity.  Writing skills are developed in response to videos, class discussions, research, and live performances.  Prerequisites:  DANC100, DANC200, or permission of instructor.
	

	
	

	
	


Learning Experiences and Instructional Methods

The Dance Minor is an intense performance based program that challenges students to develop aesthetic sensibilities with a broad understanding of practical applications in the field of dance.  Faculty within the program utilize various instructional methods depending on the course and the student population.  Student assessment strategies include technical assessments, competencies, and improvement through the program, choreographic studies, and projects, as well as, examination scores, written papers, journals, and research assignments.  Grading practices are in accordance with University Policy.

Program Administration

The program is administered by the existing dance faculty.  The primary responsibilities are to ensure the quality of the program, maintain alignment with accrediting bodies in the field of dance, and to uphold the high standards of Lock Haven University programs in the Department of the Performing Arts.  The dance faculty reports directly to the Department of Performing Arts chairperson. 
Faculty Qualifications

Name:   Jayme Klinger Host, Associate Professor of Dance
Years at University:  7

Degrees Earned:  

Bachelor of Arts with Honors and Distinction

Goucher College
Performance & Choreography and Dance History and Criticism

Master of Fine Arts, Phi Kappa Phi

University of Utah

Modern Dance:  Performance, Choreography, and Dance History

Current Teaching Responsibilities: Currently Associate Professor Jayme Klinger Host is Lock Haven University’s only dance faculty.  She holds a terminal degree and is responsible for the creation of all dance courses currently being offered.    There has been great success in bringing guest artist on campus to work with Lock Haven University dancers for master classes, guest artist residencies, and choreographic commissions.  Our current dance faculty is also the faculty advisor for five student dance clubs on campus. 
Coordination with Other Programs

With related programs at other institutions

There are several area institutions that have Dance Minors with whom our students will interact.  Since the inception of the dance program at Lock Haven University, our dance students have attended performance, master classes, and conferences locally and throughout New York and Maryland with coordinating university programs and professional societies.  Lock Haven University dancers have performed at festivals coordinated by the SSHE system as well as professional associations such as the American College Dance Festival.  In addition, the dance faculty is actively involved, formally and informally, with dance faculty from SSHE member schools, and other leading college dance programs.
With other departments/ units on campus

The Dance Minor complements current performing arts majors and provides more options for students pursuing other majors.   It naturally coordinates with the Elementary Education program and Early Childhood program as the growing field of arts integration in education continues to be recognized.  Educational standards in dance are recognized as an emerging focal point due to the analysis of the Consortium of National Arts Education Association, and with funding awarded by the U.S. Department of Education, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the National Endowment for the Humanities.  As stated in the National Standards for Dance Education developed by the National Dance Association, “The arts, specifically dance has emerged from the education reform movement of the last decade as a vital partner in the continuing effort to provide our children with a world-class education.”   Consideration of literacy in dance in the development of teacher education programs was strongly considered in the development of this minor.

The Dance Minor naturally works with the Physical Education Major as many standards are connected within the tow fields.  Most Physical Education teachers are required to teach dance by National and State Standards.  As listed by the American Association of Physical Education and Dance (AAPHERD) two such standards are listed below.

Standard 2 
Understands movement concepts, principles and tactics as they apply

                        to the learning and performance of physical activities
Standard 6 
Chooses physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self expression

                         and/or social interaction

The Dance Minor also coordinates with the Theatre Major on many levels.   Both professions require a keen kinesthetic awareness, knowledge of personal movement tendencies, as well as, knowledge of stage craft, lighting design, stage makeup, and technical stage responsibilities.  
If a student wishes to pursue a graduate degree in Dance therapy, they should pursue a Psychology degree with a minor in Dance. 

Coordinating a major in English with a Dance Minor would propel students into the field of dance criticism.

With the growing field of Dance/sports Medicine, pursuing a minor in dance would augment a pre-professional major in Medicine or Physical Therapy for those interested in such a career path.
Coordination with Outside Agencies, Corporations, etc.
The dance faculty and students have sundry opportunities to engage, interact, and collaborate with agencies, associations, professional companies, and specialty organizations that are related to their area of interest and supportive of their efforts associated with the field of dance as a fine art, performing art, and as one of the humanities. 

Assessment and Accreditation
Institutional Reviews

As a part of the Department of Performing Arts, the Dance Minor will participate in the institutional review process that is identified by the University that applies to all departments.  Faculty from other programs will be invited to periodic discussions to evaluate the growth and development of the Dance Minor and its integrated impact on the broader campus community, other academic programs, and the community at large.   An on-going  review will be made by performance based assessments and review of published works.  

Professional Reviews
Dance faculty will keep the Dance Minor’s standards and forms of assessment based on the requirements of the university and in alignment with those established by professional agencies and associations such as the National Dance Educator Organization (NDEO), National Dance Association (NDA), and the National Association of Schools of Dance (NASD).   

Resource Sufficiency
Staff and Faculty Support

The proposed Minor in Dance does not require any additions in staff or faculty.

Learning Resources

The proposed Minor in Dance does not require an increase in learning resources.
Instructional Equipment and Supplies and Maintenance Necessary to Support Such Equipment
The proposed Minor in Dance does not require an increase in instructional equipment and supplies.

Facilities or Facility Modification

The proposed Minor in Dance does not require any additional facilities or facility modification.

Accreditation/Licensure Expenses

The proposed Minor in Dance does not require any additional accreditation expenses.

Revenues
The proposed Minor in Dance will not have a significant impact on revenues.

Impact on Educational Opportunity
The Dance Minor at Lock Haven University is an exciting program that has shown great promise in its seven year history at Lock Haven University.  Full enrollments, community outreach and successful interdisciplinary collaborations speak to the relevance of the curriculum to Lock Haven University and its constituents.
Executive Summary
Movement is a common thread that sews all of humanity together.  Through the study of dance, one can learn to observe, analyze, document, synthesize, and integrate both theoretical and applied knowledge for a better understanding of self and others as one develops as a total being.  The technique courses for the Dance Minor are designed on a sound anatomical and kinesiological base for movement and will present dance within a cultural and historical context.    The Dance Minor will enhance the curriculum of the university by providing another avenue of learning in the fine arts.
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