MEMO
To:

Curriculum Committee

From:

Laura C. Bird

Re:

Revised Theatre Major Check Sheet


Date:

February 18, 2010

The theatre division of the Performing Arts Department requests the approval of revisions to the theatre major listed in the attached check sheet.  These revisions strengthen the major while adding no new courses to the curriculum.
We strengthened the required core courses by replacing THEA335 Directing and COMM333 Oral Interpretation with THEA200 Survey of Dramatic Literature, THEA340 Theatre History and THEA370 Play Production.  Survey of Dramatic Literature and Theatre History are two survey courses which are more scholarly and foundational than the mostly practical-based courses they replace.  Play Production is a course for beginning directors and is better suited to the core than Directing which remains available to majors as a more advanced elective course.  We specify THEA328 Humanities Seminar in Theatre as our majors’ required humanities seminar.
We deleted THEA236 Reader’s Theatre as an elective.  It is a course of limited value to our students which has not been offered within the department’s memory and which is not likely to be offered again.  Another memo will request that it be removed from the list of course offerings.
We eliminated the “free elective” section of the old check sheet which calls for 14 semester hours of courses related to the student’s “area of focus acting/directing or design/production etc.”  Currently, students and faculty alike have a hard time interpreting what is meant by this vague statement.  
Finally, we have clearly articulated some special requirements for theatre majors.  These are modeled after similar statements on the check sheets for music and art majors.  Requirements one, two, four and five communicate expectations that have long been held for our students but have never been put in a formal department document.  Number three is a new policy but is an important part of both our assessment plan and our efforts to prepare students to win jobs in theatre-related industries.
