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Summary and Mission Alignment

BRIEF SUMMARY OF PROPOSED PROGRAM:
Intellectual and personal development is necessary for the success of all students.  Moreover, it is essential for success in a global economy.  The Associate of Arts in General Studies degree is designed for students who are unsure of their educational interests but have a desire to enrich their general educational skills for a specific career, work towards a bachelor’s degree or continue their studies in a specialized area.

APPROPRIATENESS TO MISSION:

Alignment with State System Strategic Direction
Highlighted in the PA SSHE strategic plan are the following goals:

· Student success and achievement 
· Excellence in educational quality 

· Service to the Commonwealth 

· Resource stewardship 

· Public leadership

The A.A. in General Studies will provide students with the foundation for the development of the skills need to succeed in each of these areas via coursework and extra curricular programs that foster personal and intellectual development necessary for personal and public success. 
Alignment with University Strategic Direction
The proposed program will be consistent with Lock Haven University’s strategic plan, which highlights the following particularly relevant goals:

· Service to students from a variety of backgrounds

· Service to students who have variety of abilities

· Preparing students for personal and  professional success

· A supportive community for students who wish to pursue these goals
Need: 

1) Intellectual Value of the Program
*The development of critical thinking skills.  Housed in the Philosophy Department, the A.A. will require courses in Philosophy and other disciplines that will help to offer the opportunity to develop skills like writing, critical thinking, and moral decision making,.  Students would take appropriate courses to enhance these skills each semester.  Courses would include Critical Thinking and Ethics.
*Better preparedness for students in their work in future courses.
2) Long-term Student Demand Supported by Data

*Given the lack of preparedness, yet potential, of students who are applying to LHU, it is important to provide an opportunity for those who enroll to develop their skills for future success.  Data regarding standardized test scores and class rank support a program that will enable students to enroll in a program designed to help them succeed.  Statistics are available from the office of admissions at LHU.
3) Regional Market Demand for Program Completers Supported by Data and/or Professional Literature
*Based on statistics, students who enroll in and graduate from colleges and universities have skills 

  that are in demand more than those who have only a high school diploma.  Likewise, students 

  with such education earn more money than the average high school graduate.  
4) National/International Market Demand for Program Completers
It is reported freely that the more education one has, on average, the higher one’s earning are.  This 

is due to the fact that education helps to develop knowledge, skills and, perhaps, wisdom.  This A.A. will benefit students in that regard.
5) Other State System Universities Who Offer the Program
*A. A. degrees comparable to the one we are proposing are offered by California, Clarion, Edinboro, Indiana and Mansfield Universities.  Our program will require students to take several Philosophy courses, thus enabling them to develop a skill set that will make them more marketable in the workplace and academic arena.  Studies show that students who have majored or minored in Philosophy, or had significant course work in Philosophy, score higher on standardized tests and develop skills that give them an advantage in a variety of fields of work, including business and law, and also earn more.
6) Added Value

*This program will provide an opportunity for students from diverse backgrounds to enroll in a  

  program that enables them to explore a variety of majors for any future study that might hope to   

  undertake.  
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Program Requirements: 

*Students will take courses in the following areas for a total of 60 credit hours.  
*General Education: 60 credit hours in the following areas
    Philosophy, English, Academic Development, History, Math, Social Science, and Fine Arts
 *Courses will aim to help students fulfill their Writing Emphasis, Information Literacy and Multicultural  course requirements.

 *Liberal Arts graduates, and general education courses, help students develop skills in the following selected areas:

· the ability to think, write and listen clearly 

· the ability to think, write and listen critically

· the ability to think analytically

· the ability to apply what they have learned
COORDINATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMS
*Students will be able to transfer their 60 credits to a B.A. or B.S. degree option.

PERIODIC ASSESSMENT: 
Assessment of the Program will be undertaken in accordance with the normal assessment procedures of Lock Haven University.  Each program at LHU undergoes a thorough yearly program review, with feedback from the Office of Institutional Effectiveness in collaboration with the Office of the Provost.
RESOURCE SUFFICIENCY

During the first year, it will be essential that students who enter this program will be able take courses that provide them with an opportunity to learn with fellow A.A. students.  Courses designated for this specific group will have to be supported by the administration.  They will have caps of 25 per course with support services available to assure a successful first semester experience.  The A.A. in General Studies program will provide students to participate in a learning community that will enhance their future success in college.
IMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
It is thought that providing students with the opportunity to participate learning communities enhances their success in college.  Since it is assumed that some of these students may be less prepared than the average college student, the proposed learning community will provide educational opportunities that will help to ensure in particular the opportunity for the citizens of Pennsylvania who might not otherwise do so further their education and earn a degree.
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