Memorandum

To:
Members of the University Curriculum Committee
From:
Douglas S. Campbell, Chair


Department of Communications and Philosophy

Date:
9 September 2004
Subject:
Name changes.

The department requests approval of the following name changes.

1. Change the name of the department from Communications and Philosophy to Communication and Philosophy.

Rationale: We are conforming to national practice.

2. Change the name of the major from Journalism and Mass Communication to Communication Media.

Rationale: 
1. It conforms more closely to the name of the department.

2. It is shorter.

3. It shows simultaneously that the two communication majors are in some ways alike (by using the word communication in both majors) and in some ways different (by using the word studies for one major and the word media for the other).

4. It is a more comprehensive name (used in Pennsylvania by IUP and Salve Regina University, for example).

5. It will enable prospective students to identify the major as relevant to their interests.  High school students tend to be unfamiliar with the term mass communication and don't realize it relates to the media (television, radio, advertising, and public relations)--areas that historically have been of significant interest among prospective students. They also see the word journalism and think it means that, if they major in the program, they can study only to become journalists, when in fact that is just one among three emphases in the program.
3. Change the name of two emphases: from print to print journalism and from broadcast to broadcast media.

Rationale: The new names more accurately express the content of the emphases.

