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Communication and Philosophy

Ethics and the Environment (PHIL 400)

I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name: Communication and Philosophy

(B) Department Catalog Number:  PHIL 400
(C) Course Title:  Ethics and the Environment

(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 3 Hours

(E) Clock Hours Per Week: 3 Hours
(F) Overlays:  None

(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Completion of 30 credit hours or permission of instructor.

II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog description: Explores philosophical questions related to the human relationship with, and use of, the environment.  Topics may include preservation vs. conservation, holistic ethics, anthropocentrism, wilderness, feminist approaches to environmental ethics, Deep Ecology, radical environmental activism, and environmental justice.  Emphasis is given to Western ethical traditions, though other perspectives may be included.    

B. Comprehensive description: 

III: Exposition

A. Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:


1.  Critically evaluate diverse philosophical and ethical theories with respect to the natural world.


2.  Appraise arguments pertaining to the competing views of conservation and preservation, including the notion of sustainable development.  


3.  Demonstrate an understanding of the ideas of Deep Ecology.


4.  Understand and critically evaluate critiques of mainstream theory from feminists and race theorists.


5.  Better understand that notions of the human relation to the natural continually evolve with our changing social arrangements, understandings, and goals.

6.  Critically appraise arguments regarding the use of political activism to protect environmental interests.  


7.  Understand and evaluate the contrasting views of individualistic and holistic ethics.   

B. Activities and Requirements: Students will be expected to read, attend class, participate in class discussions, and successfully complete quizzes, examinations, and/or papers.  

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:  


I.  Concepts of Value



A.  Individualistic theories




  6 hrs

B.  Holistic theories





  6 


II.  Conservation vs. preservation



  



A.  Utilitarian approaches




  6

B.  Rights approaches





  6


III.  Deep Ecology






  3


IV.  Ecofeminist critiques





  6



V.  Environmental justice (poverty/race)


  6


VI.  Activism







  6







  

D. Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested textbooks:  

Callicott, J. Baird, and Michael P. Nelson. The Great New Wilderness Debate. U of Georgia P, 1998.

Pojman, Louis P. Environmental Ethics: Readings in Theory and Practice, 4th ed. Wadsworth, 2004.

VanDeVeer, Donald, and Christine Pierce, eds. Environmental Ethics and Policy Book: Philosophy, Ecology, and Economics, 3rd ed. Wadsworth, 2002.

2. Other materials:  None required.

3. Bibliographic support: 

Adamson, Joni, et al., eds. The Environmental Justice Reader: Politics, Poetics, and Pedagogy. Tucson: U of Arizona P, 2002.

Callicott, J. Baird. Companion to A Sand County Almanac: Interpretive and Critical Essays. Madison: U of Wisconsin P, 1987. 

---. In Defense of the Land Ethic: Essays in Environmental Philosophy. Albany: State University of New York P, 1989.

Carson, Rachel. Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962.

Derr, Patrick G., and Edward M. McNamara. Case Studies in Environmental Ethics. New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003.

Gaard, Greta, ed. Ecofeminism: Women, Animals, Nature. Philadelphia: Temple UP, 1993.

Hargrove, Eugene C. Foundations of Environmental Ethics. Denton, TX: Environmental Ethics Books, 1989.

Leopold, Aldo. A Sand County Almanac: And Sketches Here and There. Oxford UP, 1949.

List, Peter, ed. Environmental Ethics and Forestry: A Reader. Philadelphia: Temple UP, 2000.

---. Radical Environmentalism: Philosophy and Tactics. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1993.

Manes, Christopher. Green Rage: Radical Environmentalism and the Unmaking of Civilization. Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1990.  

Nash, Roderick. Wilderness and the American Mind, 3rd ed. New Haven, CT: Yale UP, 1982.

Rolston, Holmes III. Philosophy Gone Wild. Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books, 1989.

Scarce, Rik. Eco-Warriors: Understanding the Radical Environmental Movement. Chicago: Noble P, 1990.

Sessions, George, ed. Deep Ecology for the 21st Century: Readings on the Philosophy and Practice of the New Environmentalism. Boston: Shambhala, 1995.

Shiva, Vandana. Biopiracy: The Plunder of Nature and Knowledge. Boston: South End P, 1997.

Stone, Christopher D. Should Trees Have Standing? And Other Essays on Law, Morals, and the Environment. Dobbs Ferry, NY: Oceana Publications, 1996.

Varner, Gary E. In Nature’s Interests? Interests, Animal Rights, and Environmental Ethics. Oxford UP, 1998.

Warren, Karen J. Ecofeminist Philosophy: A Western Perspective on What it is and Why it Matters. New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000.

---, ed. Ecological Feminist Philosophies. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1996.

Warren, Mary Anne. Moral Status: Obligations to Persons and Other Living Things. Oxford UP, 1997.

Wenz, Peter S. Environmental Ethics Today. Oxford UP, 2001.

---. Environmental Justice. Albany: State University of New York P, 1988. 

Westra, Laura, and Bill E. Lawson, eds. Faces of Environmental Racism: Confronting Issues of Global Justice, 2nd ed. New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2001. 

Zimmerman, Michael E., et al. Environmental Philosophy: From Animal Rights to Radical Ecology. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1993.

IV. Standards: Students will be graded according to university policy on the basis of performance in activities such as class discussions, written assignments, and tests. 

V. Rationale and Impact: 
A.  The philosophical analysis of key concepts and problems related to the environment has become a major area within the discipline of philosophical ethics not currently taught at this institution.  Filling this curricular gap is important for two main reasons.  First, understanding and learning to critically evaluate competing positions regarding value and our relationship to the environment is important for students in becoming informed democratic citizens.  Second, and more concretely, this course aims to provide students interested in the life sciences and natural resources a venue to think carefully about issues and questions they will be confronted with as professionals in, for instance, forestry and fish and wildlife.  

B.  This course is designed primarily for philosophy majors and students interested in the life sciences and natural resources.

C.  The methodology is explicitly philosophical investigation—in this case, the critical appraisal of arguments for and against various conceptions of value and the relationship between people and the environment.  Although exposition of competing views is necessary in such a course, the focus is philosophical analysis rather than description.  As such, this course seeks as much as possible to avoid duplicating offerings in other departments.  

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:  

A. No additional staff cost is necessary to teach this course.  

    B. Expected frequency and rotation:  This course will be 
    offered on a regular basis, at least once every other year, in 
    rotation with other 300- and 400-level philosophy courses.
 

VII. Date approved by University president:  

____________________________________________
__5-26-06____________


Signature of the President
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