TO:

Arts and Science Curriculum Committee



and



University Curriculum Committee

FROM:
Department of Communication and Philosophy

DATE:

December 4, 2007

SUBJECT:
Proposal from the Philosophy Program to require a Capstone Project
 

With this memorandum we propose to implement a new requirement for incoming Philosophy majors beginning Fall 2008, with current Philosophy majors given the option to participate.

The new requirement:  A Capstone Project consisting of a 25-30 page research paper on a philosophical  topic of the student's choosing.  Students will receive instruction in graduate level research techniques and skills of argumentation from the Capstone advisor. 
Rationale:  Philosophy majors should be prepared to write a major research paper when they go on to graduate school, and they should receive significant instruction in the research techniques of the discipline.  This requirement will ensure that they do so.  Capstone projects are also of immense help in assessing the success of programs and demonstrating the abilities of our graduates.  

Scheduling:  The Capstone Project would be undertaken as PHIL 499 Independent Study (3 credits) typically in the last semester of the student's course of study.  

Effect upon present requirements for the Philosophy major:  The Required Core for the major will remain at 30 semester hours.  Within that core, PHIL 499 would replace a 300-level elective in the major, as indicated on the revised Philosophy checksheet which is attached.
 
REVISED Check Sheet for B.A. in Philosophy  12-4-07

	I.  Required Core Philosophy Courses:  30 semester hours

	100 Level Courses:  6 semester hours                                                        
	200 Level Courses:  9 semester hours                                                                  

	� PHIL 102 Ethics (also satisfies PHIL gen ed requirement)                                                          3 s.h.        
	� PHIL 201 Classical Philosophy                   3 s.h.

	� PHIL elective                                                     3 s.h.
	� PHIL elective                                               3 s.h.

	
	� PHIL elective                                               3 s.h.


	300 Level Courses:  9  semester hours
	Philosophy Seminar:  3 semester hours                                         

	� PHIL 305 Metaphysics or PHIL 306 Theory of Knowledge                                                             3 s.h.
	� PHIL Seminar                                              3 s.h.

	� PHIL 308 Logic                                                 3 s.h.
	Independent study:  3 semester hours                                                                   

	� PHIL elective                                                     3 s.h.
	� PHIL 499   Capstone Project                      3 s.h.

	
	


	II.  Area Required Courses – To Be Selected with Advisor:  17 semester hours

	�                                                                          3 s.h.
	�                                                                     3 s.h.

	�                                                                          3 s.h.
	�                                                                     3 s.h.

	�                                                                          3 s.h.
	�                                                                     2 s.h.


	III.  General Education Requirements – Required of all students:  52 semester hours

	� �Art or music or theatre                                  6 s.h.
	� Lab Science                                                 3 s.h. 

	� Composition                                                   3 s.h. 
	� Lab Science                                                 3 s.h. 

	� Literature                                                       3 s.h. 
	� Wellness                                                   3 s.h.

	� Mathematics                                                  3 s.h. 
	Electives (10 hours)

	� Government (POLI) or Economics                 3 s.h.
	�

	� Psychology                                                     3 s.h. 
	�

	� Philosophy                                                   3 s.h. 
	�

	� Sociology or Anthropology                            3 s.h. 
	�

	� Speech                                                        3 s.h. 
	

	� World History                                              3 s.h.
	


	IV.  General Education Requirements – Required of Arts and Science students:  

21 semester hours

73 

semester hours

	Foreign Language: 12 semester hours 

(pass through the fourth level)
	Liberal Arts Seminars:  9 semester hours

	�                                                                           3 s.h.
	� Humanities Seminar                                    3 s.h.

	�                                                                           3 s.h.
	� Social Science Seminar                               3 s.h.

	�                                                                           3 s.h.
	� Natural Science Seminar                             3 s.h.

	�                                                                           3 s.h.
	


OLD Check Sheet for B.A. in Philosophy

	I.  Required Core Philosophy Courses:  30 semester hours

	100 Level Courses:  6 semester hours                                                        
	200 Level Courses:  9 semester hours                                                                  

	� PHIL 102 Ethics (also satisfies PHIL gen ed requirement)                                                          3 s.h.        
	� PHIL 201 Classical Philosophy                   3 s.h.

	� PHIL elective                                                     3 s.h.
	� PHIL elective                                               3 s.h.

	
	� PHIL elective                                               3 s.h.


	300 Level Courses:  12 semester hours
	Philosophy Seminar:  3 semester hours                                         

	� PHIL 305 Metaphysics or PHIL 306 Theory of Knowledge                                                             3 s.h.
	� PHIL Seminar                                              3 s.h.

	� PHIL 308 Logic                                                 3 s.h.
	                                                                  

	� PHIL elective                                                     3 s.h.
	

	� PHIL elective                                                     3 s.h.
	


	II.  Area Required Courses – To Be Selected with Advisor:  17 semester hours

	�                                                                          3 s.h.
	�                                                                     3 s.h.

	�                                                                          3 s.h.
	�                                                                     3 s.h.

	�                                                                          3 s.h.
	�                                                                     2 s.h.


	III.  General Education Requirements – Required of all students:  52 semester hours

	� �Art or music or theatre                                  6 s.h.
	� Lab Science                                                 3 s.h. 

	� Composition                                                   3 s.h. 
	� Lab Science                                                 3 s.h. 

	� Literature                                                       3 s.h. 
	� Wellness                                                   3 s.h.

	� Mathematics                                                  3 s.h. 
	Electives (10 hours)

	� Government (POLI) or Economics                 3 s.h.
	�

	� Psychology                                                     3 s.h. 
	�

	� Philosophy                                                   3 s.h. 
	�

	� Sociology or Anthropology                            3 s.h. 
	�

	� Speech                                                        3 s.h. 
	

	� World History                                              3 s.h.
	


	IV.  General Education Requirements – Required of Arts and Science students:  

21 semester hours

73 

semester hours

	Foreign Language: 12 semester hours 

(pass through the fourth level)
	Liberal Arts Seminars:  9 semester hours

	�                                                                           3 s.h.
	� Humanities Seminar                                    3 s.h.

	�                                                                           3 s.h.
	� Social Science Seminar                               3 s.h.

	�                                                                           3 s.h.
	� Natural Science Seminar                             3 s.h.

	�                                                                           3 s.h.
	


