TO:

Arts and Science Curriculum Committee members
FROM:
Chris Offutt, Psychology Department Chairperson

RE:

Change/Addition of Prerequisite to PSYC201

DATE:

December 2, 2005

PSYC201 (Educational Psychology) is a course taken almost exclusively by Education majors.  The current prerequisites for this course are PSYC102 (Child Development, which is taken by Elementary Education Majors) or PSYC103 (Adolescent Development, which is taken by secondary education majors).  Early Childhood Education majors are required to take Psychology of Early Childhood; a request has been made to change this course number from PSYC209 to PSYC111.  Assuming that the renumbering occurs, we would like to add PSYC111 (Psychology of Early Childhood) as a third acceptable prerequisite for PSYC201.  

TO:

Arts and Science Curriculum Committee members

FROM:
Chris Offutt, Psychology Department Chairperson

RE:
Change of course number and catalog description for PSYC209 (Psychology of Early Childhood)

DATE:

December 2, 2005

PSYC209 has, in recent years, become primarily a service course to Early Childhood Education majors. As such, the course syllabus was revised in 2003 to comply with NCATE standards.  The original research focus that warranted the 200 level numbering of this course and a prerequisite are no longer appropriate.  Also, the current prerequisite (PSYC102) is not required by Early Childhood Education majors and is making it more difficult for them to complete the requirements of the major on time.  Following discussion with the psychology and education faculty, it was decided that a 100 level course number would more accurately reflect the course content and that the current prerequisite was not necessary.  Minor changes have been made to the course description to reflect the change.
TO:

Arts and Science Curriculum Committee members

FROM:
Chris Offutt, Psychology Department Chairperson

RE:
Request for PSYC1— (Psychology of Early Childhood) to Fulfill Gen. Ed. Requirements for Early Childhood Majors

DATE:

December 2, 2005

It has been requested that Psychology of Early Childhood be changed from PSYC209 to a 100 level course and that it no longer require PSYC102 as a prerequisite.  Elementary Education majors take PSYC102 (Child Development) and Secondary Education majors take PSYC103 (Adolescent Development) to fulfill the general education psychology requirement.  The Psychology of Early Childhood course is equivalent to these courses. It is, therefore, logical that Early Childhood Education majors be permitted to take this course to fulfill their psychology general education requirement.  

