Request of General Education Overlay

Information Literacy (IL)

	Course #PSYC202
	Title: Research Methods in Psychology    
	3 sh    


A completed cover sheet and the first page of the course syllabus must accompany a proposal for a course to fulfill a general education overlay requirement. For each criterion list from the course syllabus the objectives and activities that fulfill it.  Provide examples of actions, procedures, or exercises that illustrate how each criterion will be met.  All bullets of the criteria must be met.  Please type.  (This does not replace the UCC Proposal Cover Sheet.)

Criteria for Information Literacy (IL)
The purpose is to help students develop critical thinking skills and technical skills that enable them to access, evaluate, and use information to solve problems, answer questions, and meet informational needs.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Define the information task, recognize when information is needed, understand various types of information, and identify specific information needs.
	See Objectives 2, 3. Example: Students are taught the strengths and weaknesses of various sources of information and practice utilizing this information.

	· Develop information-seeking strategies, identify types of sources needed, identify major concepts and key words, develop search strategies for locating specific information.
	See Objective 2. Examples: Students learn strategies for getting research  ideas from previous studies. Students learn how to use online thesauruses to identify key words to be used in a database.

	· Develop technical skills needed to search for and access information using traditional and electronic sources to locate and retrieve information, and to organize and store information in correct and searchable formats.
	See Objective 2. Example: Students perform a literature search utilizing the PsycINFO, PsycARTICLES, and PILOT online databases.

	· Evaluate information using critical thinking skills; determine relevance, authority, completeness, bias, and accuracy of information; distinguish among opinion, reasoned argument, and fact; and understand the concept of intellectual property and copyright.
	See Objectives 1, 5, 6, 7, 8. Example: Students are taught how to evaluate the construct validity of variables, the internal validity of a research design, and the external validity of research findings. 

	· Synthesize information, integrate new information with previously known information, and organize total information into a comprehensive whole.
	See Objectives 6, 8. Example: Students are required to synthesize their evaluations of the construct, internal, and external validity of an empirical study into a coherent narrative. That evaluation is described in the context of previous empirical findings.

	· Communicate information; present information to others in written, oral, or electronic form.
	See Objectives 6, 7, 8. Example: Students are required to prepare written critiques of empirical studies.


