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PSYCHOLOGY OF EARLY CHILDHOOD  (PSYC 209)

I.
Introductory Information
A. 
Department Name:  Psychology

B.
Departmental Catalogue Number:  PSYC209

C.
Course Title:  Psychology of Early Childhood

D.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  3 s.h.

E.
Clock Hours Per Week:  3 hours

F. 
Overlays: 
None

G.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  This course is open to all students who have taken Child Development (PSYC102) or its equivalent.  

II.
Description of the Course
A. Catalog Description:  An indepth examination of the physical, cognitive, emotional, and social processes and products of development that typically occur from conception through middle childhood, including both normal and problematic aspects of development.  

B: 
Comprehensive Description:  This second level psychology course examines in depth the physical, cognitive, emotional, and social processes and products of development that typically occur from conception through middle childhood, including both normal and problematic aspects of development.   Major content areas of study include:  the historical, theoretical, and research strategies of infant and child psychology and development;  the interactive contributions of biology and environment on early development; prenatal development, birth and the newborn; motivations for parenthood; body and brain development in toddlers; children’s health care issues; language development; parent-child relationships; prosocial development; and early intervention contexts for development.  Final grades will be based on the instructor’s evaluation of the student mastery of the course objectives and goals (as specified in section III.A., objectives 1-8) as demonstrated through the quality of the completed examinations, assignments, and participation in required course activities (as specified in section III.B., activities and requirements 1-4).  Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy.

III.
Exposition

A.
Objectives/Goals: 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:

1.
Demonstrate the ability to identify, recognize, distinguish between, and apply the principal concepts within each of the major content areas covered in the course.

2.
Demonstrate the ability to identify the relationships between scientific method and the study of prenatal, infant, and child development.

3.
Demonstrate the ability to describe and analyze current controversies among researchers and theorists concerning significant issues relating to prenatal, infant, and child development.

4.
Demonstrate the ability to apply key research findings and theoretical perspectives to hypothetical or real-world examples of situations involving infants and young children in modern society.

5.
Demonstrate the ability to recognize and illustrate ways in which the behavior of infants and young children (and societal expectations for their behavior) may differ from one cultural context or historical period to another.

6.
Demonstrate the ability to recognize and explain the relationships between genetic and environmental factors as they relate to the development of infants and young children in a wide variety of individual and social contexts, including family, child care, school, and society. 

7. 
Demonstrate the ability to distinguish between and explain major intervention approaches used with infants and young children who display developmental problems.

8. 
Demonstrate the ability to illustrate how each of the major domains of infancy and child development (e.g., physical, cognitive, social, and emotional domains) combine interactively to influence the overall development of a young child within a given environmental context.  

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.  Timely completion of required readings and assignments.

2. Through satisfactory performance on examinations, demonstrate knowledge and 

comprehension of course concepts through the ability to recognize, differentiate 

between, explain, compare, contrast, and apply key course concepts as indicated in 

section III.A., objectives 1-8. 

3. Through satisfactory performance on homework and other assigned papers, projects, presentations, and in-class activities, demonstrate the ability to evaluate, integrate 

and apply course concepts referred to in section III.A., objectives 1-8.

4. Satisfactory participation in class activities, including lectures, discussions, videos, 

role-plays, and other in-class activities.  

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:

1.
Introduction to the study of infant and child development, historical foundations, processes, and issues.  (3 hours)

2. The science of child development focusing on theories and research strategies for studying infants and young children.  (6 hours)

3. Biological and environmental foundations of conception, reproduction, prenatal development.  (3 hours)

4. Birth and the newborn. (1.5 hours)

5. Physical development in infancy and toddlerhood.  (3 hours)

6. Cognitive development in infancy and toddlerhood.  (3 hours)

7. Emotional and social development in infancy and toddlerhood.  (3 hours)

8. Physical development in early childhood.  (3 hours)

9. Cognitive development in early childhood.  (3 hours)

10. Emotional and social development in early childhood.  (3 hours)

11. Physical development in middle childhood.  (1.5 hours)

12. Cognitive development in middle childhood.  (3 hours)   

13. Emotional and social development in middle childhood.  (3 hours)

14. Examinations (spaced throughout the semester).  (6 hours)

D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1.
Some suggested textbooks:
Berk, L. (2002).  Infants and children:  Prenatal through middle childhood  (4th ed.). 


Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.  

Berger, K. (2003).  The developing person through childhood (3rd  ed.). 

New York: Worth. 

2.
Other related resources:
3.
Bibliographic support:
Bar-On, R., & Parker, J. D. (Eds.) (2000). The handbook of emotional intelligence. 

San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Beal, C. R. (1994). Boys and girls: The development of gender roles. 
New York: McGraw-Hill.

Billman, J. (2003). Observation and participation in early childhood setting:
A practicum guide (2nd ed.) Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Bloom, P. (2002). How children learn the meaning of words. 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Borkowski, J. G., Ramey, S. L., & Bristol-Power, M. (Eds.). (2002). 

Parenting and the child’s world. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Bornstein, M. H. (2002). Handbook of parenting (2nd ed.) Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Cassidy, J., & Shaver, P. R. (Eds.) (1999). Handbook of attachment. 
New York: Guilford Press.

Caulfield, R. A. (2001). Infants and toddlers.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Collins, W. A., & Laursen, B. (Eds.) (1999). Relationships as developmental contexts.
Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Crouter, A. C., & Booth, A. (Eds.) (2003). Children’s influence on family dynamics.
Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Damon, W. (Ed.) (1998). Handbook of child psychology  (5th ed.) New York: Wiley. 

Flavell, J. H., Miller, P. H., & Miller, S. A. (2002). Cognitive development (4th ed.) 

Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Fogel, A., & Bremner, G. (Eds.) (2002). Blackwell handbook for infant development.
Malden, MA: Blackwell.

Gorlitz, D., & Wohlwill, J. F. (Eds.) (1986). Curiosity, imagination, and play.
Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.

Goswami, U. (Ed.) (2002). Blackwell handbook of childhood cognitive development.
Malden, MA: Blackwell.

Greene, J. O., & Burleson, B. R. (Eds.) (2003). 
Handbook of communication and social interaction skill. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 
Hahn, D. B., & Payne, W. A. (2003). Focus on health (6th ed.) New York: McGraw-Hill. 

Hartup, W. W., & Weinberg, R. A. (Eds.) (2002). 

Child psychology in retrospect and prospect. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Hotchner, T. (1997). Pregnancy and childbirth. New York: Avon.

Johnson, J. E., Christie, J. F., & Yawkey, T. D. (1987). 

Play and early childhood development. Glenview, IL: Scot, Foresman.  
Kazdin, A. (Ed.) (2000). Encyclopedia of psychology. Washington, DC, & New York:

American Psychological Association and Oxford University Press.

Lewis, R. (2003). Human genetics (5th ed.) New York: McGraw-Hill.

MacWhinney, B. (Ed.) (1999). The emergence of language. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Miller, P. H. (2001). Theories of developmental psychology (4th ed.) New York: Worth. 

Muir, D., & Slater, A. (Eds.) (2000). Infant development: Essential readings.
Malden, MA; Blackwell. 

NAEYC. (2002). Early learning standards: Creating the conditions for success. 
Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Nichols, F. H., & Humenick, S. S. (2000). Childbirth education (2nd ed.) 

London: Harcourt International.

Osofsky, J. D. & Fitzgerald, H. E. (Eds.) (2000). 

WAIMH Handbook of infant mental health. New York: Wiley.

Smith, P. K., & Hart, C. H. (Eds.) (2002). 

Blackwell handbook of childhood social development.  Malden, MA: Blackwell.

Sternberg, R. J. (Ed.) (2000). Handbook of intelligence.
 New York: Cambridge University Press.

IV
Standards and Assessment:


Final grades will be based on the instructor’s evaluation of the student mastery of the 

course objectives and goals (as specified in section III.A., objectives 1-8) as demonstrated through the quality of the completed examinations, assignments, and participation in required course activities (as specified in section III.B., activities and requirements 1-4).  Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy. 

V. Rationale and Impact: 
A. Explain why the proposal is necessary: The proposal is a revision of a previous syllabus.  The content and references have been updated.  

B. Describe for whom it specifically is designed: This course is a requirement for students in Early Childhood Education.  It is open to other students who meet the prerequisite requirements.

C. Explain how existing academic programs or departments will be affected by this proposal: The content has not been changed in a way that would affect other programs.    

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

This course will continue to be taught with the same frequency as in previous semesters and by existing faculty.  Additional financial and faculty resources are unnecessary to teach this course.

VII.  Approval by University president: 
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