TO:    Members of the curriculum committee

FROM:  Department of Psychology

DATE:  November 25, 2003
RE:    Revision of PSYC409 syllabus

The attached syllabus is a revision of a required majors’ course, PSYC409. Among the revisions are:
· A name change from Experimental Psychology to Applying Research Methods in Psychology to better communicate the content and objectives of the course;

· Request of Information Literacy (IL) overlay; 

· Outline of how the course meets Writing Emphasis (WE) criteria.  PSYC409 was approved as a WE course before the new guidelines were enacted.  Technically, the department does not require a re-approval of the WE designation. The department, however, thought it was wise to have the form showing the alignment of course objectives and activities to the WE criteria on file with the revised syllabus.   

COURSE SYLLABUS

PSYC409: Applying Research Methods in Psychology
Revision of PSYC409 Experimental Psychology
I. Introductory Information

A. Department:  Psychology

B. Departmental Catalogue Number:  PSYC409

C. Course Title: Applying Research Methods in Psychology

D. Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:
Three (3)

E. Clock Hours Per Week:  Four (4) 

F. Overlays:  Writing Emphasis (WE); Information Literacy (IL)

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Minimum grade of C- in PSYC202, PSYC205, and MATH107  (Psychology majors are required to earn a minimum of a C- in PSYC409 to complete major.)

II. Description of the Course

Provides students with practical experience in conducting psychological research.  Students engage in the following activities:  literature search, hypothesis construction, research design, data collection and analysis, and manuscript preparation.  Students complete at least one class research project and one small group or individually designed research project.   Students write research reports in APA format, as well as create and present a poster of their final project.  
III. Exposition

A. Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to do the following:

1. Demonstrate a working knowledge of the major research methods used in psychological research;
2. Locate, interpret and evaluate published research studies in psychology;
3. Formulate testable hypotheses, based on operational definitions of variables;
4. Design an empirical study to test a research hypothesis;
5. Demonstrate an understanding of ethical principles guiding psychological research and follow the APA Code of Ethics of treatment of research participants;
6. Collect data, analyze data, and write research reports in APA style;
7. Create a poster explicating their study and present the poster at a departmental poster session.
B. Activities and Requirements

As part of this course students will:

1. Complete quizzes and/or class assignments

2. Complete Core Skills exam developed by department to assess student’s knowledge of research methods and related skills. 

3. Use library resources to search for and obtain relevant research literature

4. Participate in class research project(s)

5. Submit research proposal for ethical review at the appropriate Institutional Review Board (IRB) level

6. Design and carry out research project either as an individual or as part of a small group

7. Write research reports using APA style for class research project(s) and individual or small group project

8. Participate in departmental poster session presenting individual or small group research in poster format.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted
	
	Clock Hours

	1. Generating research ideas and creating testable hypotheses
	2

	2. Searching, reading and evaluating relevant research literature
	4

	3. Manipulating and measuring variables
	4

	4. Experimental designs
	6

	5. Quasi-experimental designs
	2

	6. Descriptive research
	2

	7. Correlational research
	4

	8. Ethics in conducting research
	4

	9. Statistical analyses, interpretation of results and display of data
	4

	10.  Writing and presenting research
	6

	11.  Research project design, planning, gaining IRB approval, data collection and analysis, report writing and poster creation and presentation for course and independent/small group projects


	20

	12.  Examinations
	2

	
	60 clock hours


D. Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested Textbooks

The instructor will select required texts and/or other reading materials.  Texts may be similar to those listed.

Dunn, D.S. (1999). The practical researcher: A student guide to conducting 

          psychological research. Boston: McGraw-Hill College.

Martin, D.W. (2000). Doing psychological experiments (5th ed.). Stamford, CT:      

         Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

2. Other Materials

        Empirical research articles that are relevant to the research topic(s) chosen by the 
        instructor will be distributed to students.  Students will also use articles they find 

        to support their independent/small group research projects. Statistical programs 
        available on campus such as SYSTAT and SPSS will be used to analyze data. 
3. Bibliographic Support

American Psychological Association. (2001).  Publication manual of the American 
         Psychological Association (5th ed.).  Washington, DC:  Author.

Bell, P., Staines, P., & Mitchell, J. (2001).  Evaluating, Doing, and Writing in 
        Psychology.  London:  Sage Publications.

Benjafield, J. G. (1994).  Thinking critically about research methods. Boston: 
        Allyn and Bacon.

Bruning, J.L., & Kintz, B.L. (1987).  Computational handbook of statistics (3rd 
        ed.)  Glenview IL:  Harper Collins Publishers.

Cozby, P. C., (1997).  Methods in behavioral research (6th ed.).  Mountain View, 

        CA:  Mayfield.

Christensen, L. B. (2001).  Developing research skills:  A  laboratory manual 

        (4th ed.).  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon.

Glenburg, A. M. (1996).  Learning from data:  An introduction to statistical 

        reasoning (2nd ed.). Mahwah, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Horvat, J., & Davis, S. (1998).  Doing Psychological Research.  Upper Saddle   

       River, NJ:  Prentice Hall, Inc.

Levine, G., & Parkinson, S. (1994).  Experimental methods in psychology.  

       Hillsdale, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum. 

McKenna, R. J., (1995).  The undergraduate researcher’s handbook.  Boston:  

       Allyn and Bacon. 

Mook, D. G. (2001).  Psychological Research:  The ideas behind the methods.  

       New York:  W.W. Norton & Company.

Parrot, L. (1999).  How to write psychology papers (2nd ed.). New York: 

       Longman.

Reed, J. G., & Baxter, P. M. (1992).  Library use:  A handbook for psychology.  

       Washington, DC:  American Psychological Association.

Robinson, J. P., Shaver, P. R., & Wrightsman, L. S. (1991).  Measures of 

       personality and social psychological attitudes (Vol. 1). San Diego, CA:  

      Academic Press.

Rosnow, R. L., & Rosnow, M. (2003).  Writing papers in psychology:  A student 

       guide to research reports, essays, proposals, posters and brief reports (6th 

       ed.). Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

Runyon, R. P., Coleman, K.A., & Pittenger, D. J. (2000).  Fundamentals of 

       behavioral statistics (9th ed.).  Boston:  McGraw-Hill.

Salkind, N. J. (2003).  Exploring research (5th ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: 

       Prentice Hall.

Scott, J. M., Koch, R. E., Scott, G. M., & Garrison, S. M. (1999).  The psychology 

       student writer’s manual.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall. 

Shadish, W. R., Cook, T. D., & Campbell, D. T. (2002).  Experimental and quasi-

       experimental designs for generalized causal inference.  New York:  

       Houghton Mifflin.

Stanovich, K. E. (2001).  How to think straight about psychology (6th ed.).  New 

       York:  Harper Collins.

Szuchman, L. T. (2002).  Writing with style:  APA style made easy (2nd ed.).  

       Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

Ware M. E., & Brewer, C. L., (1988).  Handbook for teaching statistics and 

       research methods.  Hillsdale, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum.

IV. Standards

Grades will be assigned in accordance with University policy.  Final grades will be based on student demonstration of mastery of the course material through scores on quizzes, Core Skills exam, class assignments, research reports and poster presentation. 

V. Rationale and Impact

1. This is a revision of PSYC409 Experimental Psychology, a required course for psychology majors.

2. The course will continue to be designated as a Writing Emphasis (WE) course that can be taken by students to fulfill their WE requirements for graduation.

3. The course will be designated as an Information Literacy (IL) course that can be taken by students to fulfill their IL requirements for graduation.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

This course has been part of the psychology curriculum for many years and will continue to be required for all psychology majors.   

VII. Date Approved by the University President

Signature: _______________________________________    Date: _________________

Request of General Education Overlay

Information Literacy (IL)

Course # PSYC409  Section(s) all 
Title: Applying Research Methods in Psychology, 3 sh

A completed cover sheet and the first page of the course syllabus must accompany a proposal for a course to fulfill a general education overlay requirement. For each of the criteria, list the course objectives and activities that fulfill it.  All bullets of the criteria must be met. Please type.  (This does not replace the UCC Proposal Cover Sheet.)

Criteria for Information Literacy (IL)
The purpose is to help students develop critical thinking skills and technical skills that enable them to access, evaluate, and use information to solve problems, answer questions, and meet informational needs.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Define the information task, recognize when information is needed, understand various types of information, and identify specific information needs.
	Students will formulate research hypotheses identifying topics and variables of interest.  They will search the psychological research literature for relevant articles. Course objectives A2 A3. Course activities B3, B6.

	· Develop information-seeking strategies, identify types of sources needed, identify major concepts and key words, and develop search strategies for locating specific information.
	Students will use resources available through LHU library services to search for and obtain relevant research articles.  Emphasis will be placed on locating research published in professional journals. Course objective A2. Course activity B3.

	· Develop technical skills needed to search for and access information using traditional and electronic sources to locate and retrieve information, and to organize and store information in correct and searchable formats.
	Students will use resources available through LHU library services to search for and obtain relevant research articles.   Students may attend a workshop facilitated by library faculty on using on-line search engines such as EBSCO-HOST. Course objective A2. Course activity B3.

	· Evaluate information using critical thinking skills; determine relevance, authority, completeness, bias, and accuracy of information; distinguish among opinion, reasoned argument, and fact; and understand the concept of intellectual property and copyright.
	Students will incorporate studies into a literature review portion of a research report.  Students are required to learn how to properly cite references in APA style so as to avoid plagiarism. 

Course objective A6. Course activity B7.

	· Synthesize information, integrate new information with previously known information, and organize total information into a comprehensive whole.
	Students will incorporate studies into a literature review portion of a research report.  Course objective A6. Course activity B7.


	· Communicate information; present information to others in written, oral, or electronic form.
	Information will be conveyed in both written research reports and in a poster to be presented at a departmental poster session. Course objectives A6, A7. Course activities B7, B8.


Request of General Education Overlay

Writing Emphasis (WE)

Course # PSYC409 Section(s) all  
Title: Applying Research Methods in Psychology,3 sh    

Sections of courses designated WE are recommended by the department each semester as part of the scheduling process.  Completed criteria sheets for each WE course should accompany the proposed schedule of courses submitted to the Deans for approval. Available resources may limit the number of WE courses that can be offered during a semester. For each of the criteria, list the course objectives and activities that fulfill it.  All bullets of the criteria must be met. Please type.  

Criteria for Writing Emphasis (WE)

The purpose is to maintain the writing skills developed in the first-year composition course.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Enrollment in WE courses is limited to twenty-five students (with twenty-two as a target).
	Enrollment in this course is ideally capped at 13 students per section due to limitations in laboratory and testing space. 

	· Practice writing within the discipline through, but not limited to, the following contexts:  informal in-class writing, discipline-focused essays, and essay exams.  Essay exams alone do not constitute a writing emphasis class.
	APA style research reports are required.  The final report will also be presented as a poster.  Other writing assignments may include research proposals, peer critiques of proposals, application to the Institutional Review Board, essays on Core Skills Exam and written responses to class exercises. Course objectives A1, A5, A6, A7.  Course activities B1, B2, B5, B7, B8

	· Receive writing training through instructor modeling, sample essays, discussion, lectures, and/or instructor-student conferences.  Writing conventions particular to the discipline should be emphasized.
	Students will read published research articles which model required research reports.  Direct instruction in writing reports in APA style will be covered in text and lecture.  Course objectives A2, A6.  Course activities B3, B7. 

	· Revise a portion of his/her writing by applying suggestions from the instructor, comments from peer review editors, and/or advice from Writing Center tutors.
	Students will submit drafts of research reports to be evaluated by instructor.  Students revise reports based on instructor’s comments.  Other written components involved in designing and conducting research (e.g., IRB application) will also be revised under the instructor’s direction.  Course objective A5, A6. Course activities B5, B7.

	· Demonstrate writing proficiency, which the instructor will evaluate as a percentage of the final course grade.
	Scores on written research reports, both drafts and revisions, are included in calculation of final grade.  Other writing assignments (e.g., essays on Core Skills Exam) may also be included in final grade.  Course objectives A1, A6, A7. Course activities B2, B7, B8.


