Request of General Education Overlay

Writing Emphasis (WE)

	Course #PSYC499
	Section(s)  all   
	Title  Independent Study in Psychology  
	2-4 sh    


Sections of courses designated WE are recommended by the department each semester as part of the scheduling process.  Completed criteria sheets for each WE course should accompany the proposed schedule of courses submitted to the Deans for approval. Available resources may limit the number of WE courses that can be offered during a semester. For each criterion list from the course syllabus the objectives and activities that fulfill it.  Provide examples of actions, procedures, or exercises that illustrate how each criterion will be met.  All bullets of the criteria must be met. Please type.  

Criteria for Writing Emphasis (WE)
The purpose is to maintain the writing skills developed in the first-year composition course.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Enrollment in WE courses is limited to twenty-five students (with twenty-two as a target).
	Students work one-on-one with a faculty sponsor during their  Independent Study. A maximum of three students may work with the same faculty sponsor during a semester.


	· Practice writing within the discipline through, but not limited to, the following contexts:  informal in-class writing, discipline-focused essays, and essay exams.  Essay exams alone do not constitute a writing emphasis class.
	All Independent Studies in Psychology require the creation of an APA style research paper. Students work on this paper throughout the semester as they prepare for, conduct data collection and analysis, and interpret the results of their research. Students must also create a poster summary of their work that would be suitable for presentation at a professional conference.


	· Receive writing training through instructor modeling, sample essays, discussion, lectures, and/or instructor-student conferences.  Writing conventions particular to the discipline should be emphasized.
	Faculty sponsors guide students through the process of writing the APA style paper.  This guidance occurs within the weekly sponsor/student meetings. The sponsor teaches APA style rules, provides style guidelines and sample papers, and corrects student writing according to APA style conventions.


	· Revise a portion of his/her writing by applying suggestions from the instructor, comments from peer review editors, and/or advice from Writing Center tutors.
	Multiple drafts of all chapters (Review of the Literature; Methodology; Results; Discussion) and the reference list for this paper are submitted to the sponsor for feedback, editing, and suggestions for revisions prior to the submission of the final version. 


	· Demonstrate writing proficiency, which the instructor will evaluate as a percentage of the final course grade.
	Student grades are based on their overall performance during the Independent Study.  In all cases, the final paper is evaluated by the sponsor as part of the final grade assignment.



