To: 
University Curriculum Committee
From:
Chris Offutt, Psychology Department Chairperson

Date: 
October 17, 2008

RE:  Change in course requirements for BS Psychology Majors

The Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology currently requires students to complete three lab science courses, one of which must be either BIOL101 or BIOL106.  Our BS students typically take BIOL101, CHEM101, and whatever they can get into as a third lab science.  Because the purpose of the BS degree is to prepare students for graduate study in Psychology, it is our belief that the credits currently devoted to the third lab science would be better utilized by requiring a Biological Processes in Psychology course (i.e., PSYC410: Physiological Psychology or PSYC412: Human Neuropsychology).

Attached please find the “Requirements for a BS in Psychology” which contains the proposed changes.  I have highlighted areas that reflect changes from current BS requirements.  The Psychology Department requests that, if approved, this change in requirements take effect immediately, and that students already in the program be permitted to follow either the current or new requirements.  

