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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania
Department of Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work, and Geography

Course Syllabus

Sociological Theory

SOCI 352

I.  Introductory Information:

A.  Department Name:  


Sociology, Anthropology, Social





Work, and Geography
B.  Department Catalog Number:  
SOCI 352

C.  Course Title:  



Sociological Theory

D.  Semester Hours of Credit:  

3 

E.  Clock Hours Per Week:  

3 hours
F.  Overlays:  



None
G.  Restrictions:  



Prerequisite of SOCI101

Introduction to Sociology
II. Description of the Course:

Introduces students to the major thinkers who shaped the development of sociological theory. Special attention is given to the socio-historic importance and contemporary application of sociological theory.  

III. Exposition:

A. Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Analyze the development and intellectual tradition of sociological theory.

2. Demonstrate knowledge of classical and contemporary sociological theory.

3. Produce practical applications of theory to social life.

4. Demonstrate listening abilities, critical thinking, and objective evaluation. 

5. Analyze, synthesize, and integrate various types of information and structures of knowledge. 

6. Demonstrate values and be able to communicate them without being coercive or inflexible.

7. Demonstrate a better understanding and ability to live effectively in a multi-cultural world.

B. Activities and Requirements:

1.   Complete required readings, homework assignments, and contribute to

class discussions.
2.   Perform satisfactorily on three examinations.

3.   Submit a well-written paper on a classical or contemporary theory of

      choice.  

4.   Provide an oral presentation to the class on assigned sociological

      theorist.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

    

1.  Introduction to Theory






6 hours
     
a.   Major theoretical perspectives

            
b.   Historical perspectives

2. A Historical Sketch: The Early Years 



6 hours
     
a.   Beginning sociological theory 

           b.   Social forces



c.   Intellectual forces



d.  German, French, English sociology

     3.  Karl Marx 







6 hours
     
a.   Dialectical method

b. Capitalist society

c. Alienation
     4.  Emile Durkheim 






3 hours
     
a.  Social facts

     
b.  Division of labor in society


c.  Suicide


d.  Religion


e.  Moral education
     5.  Max. Weber 







3 hours

a.  Methodology


b.  Substantive Sociology

     6.  Georg Simmel







3 hours

a.  Primary concerns


b.  Social interaction


c.  Social structures


d.  Objective culture


e.  Philosophy of money


f.  Simmel’s sociology
     7.  Symbolic Interactionism





6 hours

a.   Historical roots


b.  George Herbert Mead


c.   Symbolic interactionism


d.   Future

     8.  Paper Workshop






3 hours

a.  Meeting with Professor and other students 
     in workshop format


b.  Peer feedback 

     9. Contemporary Feminist Theory                                  


3 hours

a.  Historical roots – Feminist and sociology


b.  Varieties of contemporary feminist theory


c.  A feminist sociological theory

    10. Contemporary Theories of Modernity 


            3 hours

a.   The juggernaut of modernity


b.   The risk society


c.   McDonaldization and consumption


d.   Modernity and the holocaust


e.   Modernity’s unfinished project

11. Structuralism, Poststructuralism and the emergence 


3 hours

      of Postmodern Theory








a. Structuralism

b. Poststructuralism

c. Postmodern social theory

     D. Materials and Bibliography:

       1.  Required textbook:


Ritzer, G. and Goodman, D. (2004).  Sociological Theory, 6th 



Edition.  McGraw Hill: New York.

      2.  Other Materials:  None

3. Bibliographic Support:

Berger, P. (1963).  Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective.
New York: Anchor Books.

Berger, P. (1967).  The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory

of Religion. New York: Anchor Books.

Collins, P. (1990).  Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, 

and the Politics of Empowerment. Cambridge: Unwin Hyman.

Durkheim, E. (1984).  The Division of Labor in Society, with an

Introduction by Lewis A Closer. Translated by W. D. Halls. New York: The Free Press.

Durkheim, E. (1951).  Suicide: A Study in Sociology, with an Introduction

by George Simpson. Edited by George Simpson. Translated by John A. Spaulding and George Simpson. New York: A Free Press Paperback.

Durkheim, E. (1995).  The Elementary Forms of Religious Life.
 
Translation by Karen E. Fields. New York: The Free Press. 

Foucault, M. (1977).  Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. 

Translation by Alan Sheridan. London: Allen Lane.

Goffman, E. (1959). Asylums: Essays on the Social Situation of Mental 

Patients and Other Inmates. New York: Anchor Books.

Marx, K. (1987).  The Communist Manifesto Marx and Engles. Edited by 

Samuel H. Beer. Illinois. Harlan Davidson, Inc.

Marx, K. (1964).  The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844.
United States. International Publishers. 



Mills, C. (1959).  The Sociological Imagination. New York: Oxford 




University Press.

Simmel, G. (1950). The Sociology of Georg Simmel, with an Introduction

by Kurt H. Wolff. Edited by Kurt H. Wolff. Translated by Kurt H. Wolff. New York: The Free Press.



Smith, D. (1990).  The Conceptual Practices of Power: A Feminist 




Sociology of Knowledge. Boston: Northeastern University Press.

Thomassen, L. (2006).  The Derrida-Habermas Reader. Chicago:

University of Chicago Press.

Turner, J. (2003).  The Structure of Sociological Theory, 7th ed. Belmont, 

CA: Thomson and Wadsworth.

Wallace, R. and Wolf, A. (1999).  Contemporary Sociological Theory: 

Expanding the Classical Tradition, 5th ed. London: Prentice Hall.

Weber, M. (1946).  From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology. Translated,

Edited, and with an Introduction by H. H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills. New York: Oxford University Press.

Weber, M. (1978).  Economy and Society. 2 vols. Edited by Guenther

Roth and Claus Wittich. London: University of California Press.

 

Weber, M. (1978).  Selections in Translation. Edited by W. G. Runciman. 

Translated by Eric Matthews. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Weber, M. (1958).  The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, with

an Introduction by Anthony Giddens. Translated by Talcott Parsons. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons.
IV. Standards

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as examinations, research papers, class activities, class presentations, and course work (i.e. homework assignments).

V.  Rationale and Impact

A.  This is a revision of an existing course to update the syllabus and to incorporate changes in the objectives and assignments based on feedback received from student evaluations.  Objectives 6 and 7 reflect the program’s commitment to assisting students in developing critical thinking and appreciation of the values of others.

B.  This course is required of all Sociology majors. It is also taken by a significant number of Criminal Justice majors in order for them to get a minor in Sociology. At least half the students in the course are Criminal Justice majors seeking to get a minor in Sociology. 
C.  No other department will be affected by the revision of this course.
   

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

A. There will be no additional costs since this is a course revision. 
B. The course will be offered once a year or more frequently if needed.
VII. Date approved by university president:

__________________________________

___________________

Signature of the President




Date

