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Request of General Education Overlay

Information Literacy (IL)

	Course #SOCI404
	Title: Sociological Research    
	3 sh    


A completed cover sheet and the first page of the course syllabus must accompany a proposal for a course to fulfill a general education overlay requirement. For each criterion list from the course syllabus the objectives and activities that fulfill it.  Provide examples of actions, procedures, or exercises that illustrate how each criterion will be met.  All bullets of the criteria must be met.  Please type.  (This does not replace the UCC Proposal Cover Sheet.)

Criteria for Information Literacy (IL)
The purpose is to help students develop critical thinking skills and technical skills that enable them to access, evaluate, and use information to solve problems, answer questions, and meet informational needs.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Define the information task, recognize when information is needed, understand various types of information, and identify specific information needs.
	Students' assignments include searching for and reviewing professionally-refereed journal articles that inform their research project.  They choose articles based on their own theory testing and theory building exercises.  Students search sociological and legal databases.  Students must write a literature review where they craft a niche for their own original work using several such articles.  Students must also find a dataset for part of their own empirical work.  This introduces the students to the fundamentals of research methodology (objective 1).   


	· Develop information-seeking strategies, identify types of sources needed, identify major concepts and key words, develop search strategies for locating specific information.
	Students learn to use bibliographies, library resources and online tools to help them seek information.  This is a networking strategy where each new source opens doors for several more.  Students also learn the finer points of key word searching to help expand their searches.  They then apply themselves to the empirical world in the form of a survey and field observation.  They learn interpersonal interview strategies.  This gives students first hand experiences with methodology (objective 2).


	· Develop technical skills needed to search for and access information using traditional and electronic sources to locate and retrieve information, and to organize and store information in correct and searchable formats.
	Students access online datasets to form analysis tables and library databases to form literature reviews.  Example databases might include the PILOT catalog, EBSCO Sociological Collection and Lexis-Nexis.  Students are encouraged to expand their search to other libraries at other universities.  As part of their field work, they take field notes and record interview transcripts.  They then learn processes of coding and indexing this information in file formats. Example datasets might include the NACJD and GSS SDA archives. 


	· Evaluate information using critical thinking skills; determine relevance, authority, completeness, bias, and accuracy of information; distinguish among opinion, reasoned argument, and fact; and understand the concept of intellectual property and copyright.
	The product of students' work is under constant scrutiny from the professor and from classmates.  This functions as a check against bias and helps students develop scientific thought.  Students learn methods of proper citation and their work is always scrutinized for violation of intellectual property and copyright.  This makes students aware of their ethical responsibilities (objective 3)

	· Synthesize information, integrate new information with previously known information, organize total information into a comprehensive whole.
	Student's write a large final paper where they synthesize information including historical analysis, literature and their own original work.  Their work typically fills a niche they identify in the literature.


	· Communicate information; present information to others in written, oral, or electronic form.
	Students develop a large paper.  They present their ideas orally in discussions with other classmates.  Part of students' grade is based upon quality of written presentation.  Students are encouraged to present their materials at the Spring Student Symposium and regional conferences.  This teaches them to read research reports critically (objective 4).



