To:  
Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee

From:  Dr. Lynette Reitz


Social Work Program Director

Date:  
September 17, 2008

Memo:  Changing the gpa requirements for social work majors


  Student Handbook and Field Manual provided for informational purposes

The Student Handbook for the Social Work Program and the Field Manual have been provided to you for informational purposes and include the change in the admission process to the major as well as policies that we have instituted as a program.  We meet with the students at the beginning of each semester to review the program’s policies and procedures as outlined in the Student Handbook.  The Field Manual is provided to students the semester before they do their field placement.  Both will be available on-line through the Social Work website once they are approved.

Changing the gpa requirements: 

The social work program has instituted a new admissions process and Level II major status, similar to candidacy in education programs.  As part of the requirements for Level II majors, all social work majors will be required to maintain a 2.5 gpa in social work courses.  This change is effective Fall 2008.

Rationale:

Social work students are eligible for advanced standing in Master’s in Social Work programs if they graduate from an accredited undergraduate social work program with a 3.0 overall gpa and a 3.25 gpa in social work.  Since we are unable to raise the overall gpa to be more in line with the MSW program requirements, we decided to raise the gpa in the social work major.  We chose 2.5 since it is moving the students in the direction they need to be if they choose to attend graduate school, but also gives them the opportunity to successfully complete their B.S. in Social Work.
