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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Department of Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work, and Geography

Human Behavior in the Social Environment II—SOCW 203
I. Introductory Information:
A. Department Name:  Department of Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work, and Geography

B. Department Catalog Number:  SOCW203

C. Course Title:  HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT II

D. Semester Hours of Credit:  3 s.h.

E. Clock Hours per Week:  3 hours

F. Overlays:  None

G.  Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  This course is open to declared social work majors and others by permission of the instructor.
II. Description of the Course:

A. Catalog description:  Introduces the normal processes of sequential physical, emotional, and socio-cultural development from middle adulthood through old age.  Emphasizes common stresses and crises effecting normal development and maturity and relates these to social work practice.  Utilizes a social systems framework to focus on why humans behave the way they do in the context of living in our society.

III.  Exposition:

A. Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1.  identify normal processes of biological, psychological, and social 

     development from midlife/adulthood through old age.

2.  apply critical thinking skills by assessing bio-psycho-social variables  

     that affect individual development and behavior.

3.  use theoretical frameworks to understand the interactions among individuals and between individuals and social systems.

4. critically evaluate bio-psycho-social theories in terms of their utility 

and biases and apply them to assessing the needs of the client population.

5. identify social work values within the context of social work practice and the processes of problem solving with clients. 
6. compare personal values and professional values as they apply to practice situations.

7. investigate and understand forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination in society.

8. understand how oppression, discrimination, and inequality is related.  This includes policy issues and economic factors related to matters of economic, social, and distributive justice.

B.  Activities and Requirements:

Students are expected to attend all classes and actively participate in class discussions.  There are three tests based on textbook readings and class room discussions.  There is one research paper on an issue or topic of the student’s selection which is included in the course outline.  The paper should discuss why this is important to social work, why they topic has influence on peoples’ behavior and their lives, and how the social environment (including society, organization, culture, legislative bodies, law) influence that issue.  The intentis for the student to produce a thoughtful, researched exploration of a topic which influences people’s life and life chances and show why it is relevant to social work practice.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted

Unit I                                                                                       (3 weeks)

Theoretical Perspectives on Human Behavior and Social Environment

1.   The perspective of generalist practice

2. Foundation knowledge and the purpose of social work

3. Impact of systems in the environment

4. People and systems

a. Human behavior involves multiple systems

b. Micro, mezzo, and macro systems

c. The social environment

d. Interaction between micro systems and mezzo systems

e. Interaction between micro systems and macro systems

f. Interaction between mezzo systems and macro systems

g. The relationships among biological, psychological and social subsystems

h. Diversity, oppression, and populations-at-risk

Unit II                                                                                             (4 weeks)

The Second Half of the Life Cycle:  People’s Development, Systems, and Aging in the Context of Our Social Development

1. Biological systems and their influence

a. Physical changed in middle adulthood

b. The double standard of aging

c. The midlife crisis

d. Sexual functioning during middle age

2. Psychological systems and their influence

a. Needs and motives during middle age

b. Chemical abuse and dependency

c. Communication patterns with others and oneself

d. Impact of family changes on self worth

3. Social systems and their influence

a. The family environment and its impact

b.  Individual in the work setting

c. Wealth

d. Poverty as a life crisis

e. Family problems of divorce, separation, and death

f. Adults as caregivers:   role reversal

g. Orientation conflicts between helping professionals and bureaucracies

Unit III                                                                                            (4 weeks)

The Elderly Portion of the Life Cycle

1. Biological systems and their influence

a. Definition of the stage

b. Diseases and causes of death of the elderly

c. Sexuality

d. Physical needs and biological processes

2. Psychological systems and their influences

a. The psychological effects of aging

b. Development tasks

c. Theories of successful aging

d. Life events

e. Psychological adaptation for later adulthood

3. Social systems and their influence

a. Social aging

b. Roles for the elderly

c. The elderly as a population at risk

d. Current services available to the population

e. The elderly as political, economic, social force

f. Ethical issues about life and death

Unit IV                                                                                            (4 weeks)

Ethnocentrism, Racism, Bigotry, Intolerance, Discrimination, Prejudice, and Biases

1. Ethnic groups

2. Gender roles and stereotypes

3. Sexual orientation

4. Causes of prejudice and discrimination

5. The influence of social and economic forces:  the effects and costs of discrimination and oppression on life chances

6. Effects of discrimination on human growth and development

7. System responses to enhance justice and equality

8. Strategies to effect change

9. Social work values and ethics toward racism and discrimination
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IV. Standards:

Exams


50%

Papers


40%

Participation

10%

V. Rationale and Impact

A.  Content on Human Behavior and Social Environment is a mandated component of the professional foundation of accredited Bachelor of Social Work degree programs.  Human Behavior and Social Environment has been taught as a one semester course since 1978.  However, we have been advised during the reaccredidation review process of The Council on Social Work Education that we were including too much content within a one semester course.  It was recommended that the content be offered in two courses.  This is the normative pattern of teaching Human Behavior and Social Environment on the undergraduate level.  Therefore, we have divided the Human Behavior and Social Environment content into two courses:  Human Behavior and Social Environment I and Human Behavior and Social Environment II.

B. All social work majors will be required now to take both courses.  These courses will be taught on a regular basis by a member of the Social Work Faculty whose twelve semester instructional load will include these courses.  

C.  This course has no effect on existing academic programs or departments.

VI. 
Cost and Staff Analysis

A.  This course is necessary for accreditation by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE).  Sufficient faculty resources must be available according to CSWE guidelines.

B. At least one section of this course, depending on enrollment, will be offered every spring.
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