To:  
Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee

From:  Dr. Lynette Reitz


Social Work Program Director

Date:  
September 17, 2008

Memo:  Addition of SOCW110 Diverse Populations and Groups to the General Education offerings

The course SOCW110 Diverse Populations and Groups meets the criteria for general education courses in the area of Sociology, Anthropology, and Geography because it provides students with an integrated knowledge about society and culture.  The course provides a methodology, cultural competence, for students to investigate human behavior and develop a cross-cultural understanding and sensitivity.  Students are introduced to diverse populations and groups and receive information about differences based on age, disability, social class, culture, gender, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, and immigration status. The course helps students develop tools for increased understanding of and sensitivity to human diversity and cultures different from their own.  The interrelationship among social, economic, and political institutions is explored.  

The objectives of the course correlate with the learning outcomes specified in the document Rationale and Criteria for General Education courses found on the University Curriculum Committee website and printed below.  
Each student will:

· Understand various theoretical perspectives in analyzing society and culture;

· Understand the different aspects of social and cultural human experiences in both Western and non-Western societies;

· Understand qualitative and quantitative methods of investigating human behavior;

· Understand the interrelationship among social, economic, and political institutions;

· Recognize the impact of globalization on cultures and societies;

· Understand the forces of social and cultural change and their impact on the individual and society.

Vote on University Curriculum Committee General Education Change

Earlier this semester the Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work submitted a petition to the University Curriculum Committee to allow a recently revised course, SOCW110 Social Work with Diverse Populations and Groups, to be utilized to fulfill the general education requirement for the Social and Behavioral Sciences related to Sociology, Anthropology, and Geography.  

At the February 12, 2009, meeting of the University Curriculum Committee the General Education Subcommittee submitted a report wherein they recommended that SOCW110 be added to the list of courses that fulfill the requirement, and that it be applied retroactively to the spring 2009 semester.

The UCC voted unanimously to accept the report and forward the recommendation to the faculty.

Historically, changes to the general education curriculum have been approved by a vote of the entire faculty.

When changes are of a relatively minor nature we have completed this vote by email.

A special email account UCC3@lhup.edu <mailto:UCC#@lhup.edu has been set up for the purpose of the vote.

You may cast your vote by replying to this message with either approve or disapprove (Yes/No) at the top of the message.

The final date to cast your vote will be April 3, 2009.  Votes received after that date will not be counted.  In cases where multiple votes have been cast by the same person only the last vote will count. 
After the election closes, the votes will be tallied by the secretary to the Provost, Virginia Snyder, and Prof Terry Brink, Chairperson of the UCC.  Final approval will be by the President.

You may review the information related to the syllabus at the following link, and the language from the general education guidelines is listed below.

http://www.lhup.edu/ucc/approved_syllabi/sociology,%20anthropology,%20&%20social%20work/index.htm
II. Social and Behavioral Sciences

Sociology, Anthropology and Geography - 3 s.h.

The General Education courses in Sociology, Anthropology and Geography are intended to provide students with an integrated knowledge about society and culture.  The courses are also designed to provide students with methodologies to investigate human social behavior.  The courses also foster cross-cultural understanding and sensitivity.

Each student will:
· Understand various theoretical perspectives in analyzing society and culture;

· Understand the different aspects of social and cultural human experiences in both Western and non-Western societies;

· Understand qualitative and quantitative methods of investigating human behavior;

· Understand the interrelationship among social, economic, and political institutions;

· Recognize the impact of globalization on cultures and societies;

· Understand the forces of social and cultural change and their impact on the individual and society.
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