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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Department of Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work, and Geography

Social Policy and Practice—SOCW 310
I.
Introductory Information


A.
Department Name: Department of Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work, 

Geography


B.
Department Catalog Number: SOCW310


C.
Course Title: Social Policy and Practice


D.
Semester Hours of Credit: 3 Credits


E.
Clocks Hours Per Week: 3 Hours


F.
Overlays:  None

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Enrollment is limited to social work majors who have at least a 2.0 in Rural Social Work (SOCW 404), Social Policy and Services (SOCW 204), and have completed all of their coursework except for Field Instruction (SOCW 401 and 402) and Field Seminar (SOCW 420).   Students must have an overall gpa of 2.0 or above.

II.
Description of the Course


A.
Catalog Description:  This course involves an exploration of the 



development of social welfare programs.  It includes content about the 


history of social work, the history and current structure of social welfare 


services and the role of policy in service delivery, social work practice, 


and the attainment of individual and social well being.  Students will 


understand and demonstrate social policy skills in regard to economic, 


political, and organizational system.

III.
Exposition


A.
Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:



1. 
Learn the foundation and structure of the social welfare system 



American and how social welfare policy develops and affects both 



clients but also social workers



2.
Demonstrate an understanding from a historical view of how 



policy has been used as a mechanism of oppression and 




discrimination and how it can be used to advance equity, 




opportunity and social justice


3.
Analyze the impact of current social policies on client systems and 



agencies within the context of historical and contemporary policy 



issues and service needs



4.
Understand the history, philosophy, and roles of the social work 



profession in social welfare policy and services



5.
Analyze the process of policy formulation within America’s legal, 



economic, cultural, and political systems



6.
Understand the role of social policy in either helping or deterring 



people in the maintenance and attainment of optimal health and 



well being and how policy can impede or enhance social workers 



ability to empower those people



7.
Review the roles of the federal, state, and local government sector 



in the development and administration of social welfare policy and 



programs



8.
Analyze the roles of the public and private sector in the delivery of 


social welfare programs in this country



9.
Recognize institutionalized systems that define social work 




practice roles and how social workers can change social welfare 



systems on behalf of people



10.
Apply methods of policy analysis based on data collection and 



analysis in order to understand social welfare policy and to identify 


the need for revisions in policies



11.
Acknowledge that learning policy practice also involved the 



process of influencing and changing social welfare policies and 



identifying resources are available and needed to effect those 



changes.



12.
Identify sources of information and information seeking strategies 



for policy analysis as part of social work practice.



13.
Recognize that present social welfare policies are based on 




theories, beliefs and values that can date back to the beginning of 



the nation



14.
Analyze the objectives, delivery systems, clients, and services and 



those the programs change because of legislative, regulatory, 



budgetary, and judicial processes


B.
Activities and Requirements



This class is an interactive class in which students are expected to think 


critically, to share their insights and ideas with others, to actively engage 


in the learning process, and to model professional values and conduct.  


The course is taught through lecture, discussion, small group activities, 


readings, films, and written assignments.



Students are expected to complete the assigned readings, contribute to the 


experiential learning activities, pass examinations, and submit requires 


papers.  Papers should be professionally written, edited, and typed.  Each 


student will be evaluated based on his or her performance in meetings 


course requirements.  Written assignments must be submitted at agreed 


upon times between the students and the instructor.  Failure to submit an 


assignment in a timely manner will result in a lower grade.


C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:



Unit I.  Introduction to American Social Welfare Policy – 5 weeks



Unit II.
  Policy Content Areas – 3 weeks



Unit III.  Legal, Economic and Political Influences – 3 weeks



Unit IV.  Information Analysis – 2 weeks



Unit V.  Practice Roles for Social Workers – 2 weeks


D.
Materials and Bibliography



1.
Suggested Textbooks:



Segal, E. and Brzuzy, S. (1998). Social welfare policy, programs 



and practice. Itasca, IL: Peacock.




Gilbet, N., Specht, H., and Terrell, P. (1996). Demensions of social 


welfare policy. (third ed.) Englewood Cliff, NJ: Prentice Hall.

3. Bibliographic Support:
Axinn, J., & Levin, H. (1975). Social Welfare – A History of the American Response to 
Need. New York, NY: Harper and Row.

Chambers, D.E. (1993). Social Policy and Social Programs – A Method for the Practical 
Public Policy Analyst. (2nd ed). New York, NY: Macmillan.

Coll, B. (1969). Perspectives in Public Welfare – A History. Washington, DC: U.S. 
Government Printing Office.

Dobelstein, A. (1996). Social Welfare – Policy and Analysis. (2nd ed). Chicago, IL: 
Nelson-Hall.

Flynn, J.P. (1992). Social Agency Policy – Analysis and Presentation for Community 
Practice. Chicago, IL: Nelson-Hall.

Gilbert, N., Specht, H., & Terrell, P. (1993). Dimensions of Social Welfare Policy. (3rd 
ed). Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Ginsberg, L. (1998). Careers in Social Work. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Harrington, M. (1962). The Other America: Poverty in the United States. New York, NY: 
Penguin.

Katz, M. (1989). The Undeserving Poor – From the War on Poverty to the War on 
Welfare. New York, NY: Pantheon Books.

Murray, C. (1984). Losing Ground. New York, NY: Basic Books.

Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare. (1969). Public Welfare in Pennsylvania – A 
Chronology 1676-1966. Harrisburg, PA: Department of Public Welfare.

Piven, F., & Cloward, R. (1971). Regulating the Poor. New York, NY: Pantheon Books.

Seccombe, K. (1999). So You Think You Drive a Cadillac – Welfare Perspectives on the 
System and It’s Reform. New York, NY: Allyn and Bacon.

Specht, H., & Courtney, M. (1994). Unfaithful Angels. New York, NY: Free Press.

Stoesz, D., & Karger, H. (1990) Welfare reform: from illusion to reality. Social Work. 35 
(2), 141-147.

United States Bureau of Census. (1999). Statistical Abstract of the United States: The 
National Data Book. United States. Springfield, VA: National Technical 
Information Service.

ON LINE SOURCES

American Public Welfare Association. [On-line]. Available HTTP: http://www.aphsa.org.

Brookings Institute. [On-line]. Available HTTP: http://www.brook.edu.

Bureau of Labor Statistics. [On-line]. Avaliable HTTP:: 
http://www.stats.bls.gov/stat_abstract. 

Children’s Defense Fund. [On-line]. Available HTTP: 
http://www.tmn.com/cdf/index.html.

Council on Social Work Education. [On-line]. Available HTTP: http://www.cswe.org.

Council on State Governemtns. [On-line].. Available HTTP: http://www.csg.org.

National Governors’ Association. [On-line]. Available HTTP: http://www.nga.org.

The Enterprise Foundation. [On-line]. Available HTTP: http://www.enrprisefdn.org.

Pennsylvania Vital and Health Statistics. [On-line]. Available HTTP: 
http://www.health.state.pa.us/hpa/stats.

Social Security Administration. [On-line]. Available HTTP: http://www.cswe.org/.

United States Census Bureau. [On-line]. Available HTTP: http://www.census.gov/.

United States Department of Health and Human Services. [On-line]. HTTP: 
http://www.os.dhhs.gov.

IV.
Standards


A.
Assignments



1.  
Discussion and Attendance



2.
Paper – The paper addresses professional and personal reflections 



about the history of the profession and addresses course objectives 



1, 4, and 6.



3.
Project – The analysis of demographic, client, program, or fiscal 



data for a social welfare program or organization and addresses 



course objectives 6, 10, and 13.



4.
Paper – The analysis of a social welfare organization from a WEB 



site and addresses course objectives 1, 3, 8, and 13.



5.
Project – Attendance at the policy-making session of a legislative 



body and addresses course objectives 2, 5, and 7.



6.
Project – A group presentation about a major policy change at the 



federal, state, or local level and addresses course objectives 3, 7, 



11, 13, and 14.



7.
Tests – The two tests address course objectives 1, 4, 9, 12, and 14.
V. Rationale and Impact
A.  The course is designed to provide practice experiences for social work 


students in the area of policy analysis and development.  Direct service 


practitioners have key information about social problems and the impact 


of current social policies and social welfare programs because of their 


work with people.  This course is designed to assist students to develop 


knowledge, skills, and values as part of their professional practice to 


understand the effects of policies and social service delivery systems on 


clients and to use information to advocate for necessary changes.  Students 

are encouraged to address those areas which provide opportunities to 


promote social justice.
B.This course is designed for students who are concurrently registered in field placement and have completed all of the other coursework necessary prior to enrolling in field placement.  

C.  This course has no effect on existing academic programs or departments.

VI. 
Cost and Staff Analysis

A.  This course is necessary for accreditation by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE).  Sufficient faculty resources must be available according to CSWE guidelines.

B.  At least one section of this course will be offered every semester.

VII. Date approved by University president
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